ORIENT BLACKSWAN released the
English translation of Hamid Kureshi’s

Ahmedabad, ORIENT
BLACKSWAN released the
English translation of Hamid
Kureshi’s landmark memoir,
Agnipariksha, an account of
the 1969 riots of Ahmedabad,
translated from the Gujarati
by renowned cultural histo-
rian, writer and translator
Rita Kothari, at the
Conflictorium - Museum of
Conflict, Ahmedabad, today.
On releasing the book Rita
Kothari said, "Translation has
not meant for me (only) a lin-
gulstic or cognitive transfer of
nowledge; rather it is also a
disruption of the existing ar-
chive of knowledge, as also
its enhancement.
Agnipariksha helps us under-
stand both violence and non-
violence; state and civil soci-
ety; memoir and literature;
political and personal. When

a thin book could do so much,
it needed to be translated.”
Agnipariksha recounts the
experiences of an eminent
Gujarat High Court lawyer
Hamid Kureshi during the
1969 Ahmedabad riots when
rioters attacked the Gandhi
Ashram. Hamid Kureshi grew
up in proximity to Gandhi in
a family whose devotion to
the nation, and to Gandhi,
was absolute. During the ri-
ots, when perhaps for the
first time, Kureshi—a third-
generation Gandhian and a
non-practising Muslim mar-
ried to a Hindu woman—is
reduced to being only a Mus-
lim, he struggles to compre-
hend the hatred and rage di-
rected at his community even
as an entire legacy of
Gandhian syncreticism stands
challenged. (19-8)
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