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Literature in perspective
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Everyons wants 1o have
a command over Englizh
liboratune, what with tho
immense worldly and
* other galns to be made
onf of it Literatare®
after all, ks the basis of
human acumen and in-
g+ spiration, and English
4 Fbords cver all otker lan.
ﬂ mwmrm-
"'i 1151:&1-5: o dity and plenty
= 1 ?"'h Yot the problem, for
LAIgiLs of 15, 15 to be guid:
g - nﬁough olir random
% plcks 50 a5 to make the
it most of the precious
time spent reading. in
& times like these, when
EVEn Boing o the movies
without any fdea of the
cast, scope and genme
T e & bkt meo-re Boe s, Ut 15 not prodent bo Temes
e and momney on books picked randomly off the shelf,
in the vage hope of & rewarding experience.
Thits i5 whaene the katest gulde to English litteraseurs,
penned by Aditl Chowdhury and Bita Geswaml, comes

.

Withdecades of English teaching experiencs i Hard-
bpue Girls" Colloge, Guwahati, these authors lead you ona
charteped path through the HHerary acons, succinctiy
summing up the splrit of each poried of lierary develop
ment, the maln authors, thelr works and contributions.
Thie style (kows casy and free, pulding students of English
literatare, a5 well a8 peneral readers wiho Want o chooss
thedr rending with cane,

Placing the authors and thelr Hierary oeuvre in their
reapective thme frames, referring to cvents and (neidents
that shapid their work, make for roading that s at onos
interesting and Informative. Alsoof Enferest k& the Intro-
ductory piece that ghves an overview of the shaping
forces of English literabare. The Greek, Latin, French,
[talian and other stalwarts who meulded the thoaght

of writers down the ages are belelly iniro-
dueed, which sets the literary works in perspoective. An
overview of the politbcal and sockal milieu poevalant in
England owver the centuries lends depth to our under-
sianding of the works of Hierature. This contexiunlizing
s of grovee import in order o view lieratune in #s proper
perepective, and prevent o from attaching undoe signifl-
cance lo certaln works., It oflen turns oul that suthors
wint repeating common belbls of thoe age, or rellecting
wiews of contemporaries in " purple passages™ ripped out
of conteort.

Etighit Mo thie beginnings of reoorded English litera-
ture in Anglo-Soooon times, (o the multifnrions produos of
piresen® timesk, this nsefiol fome on the history of English
Heersturs is one bo sdorn the Hbrary of every lover of it
Eratu.

Orfent BisckSwan has been a boon for aathors of the
region. It 15 indeed lundaiory that homegrowm oxperts
are coming forward (0 teckie the meeds of mdl:ﬁl‘r.m
making the most of the advantages of a shared history
and & common groune of diffealiles g




