wmarimes small chings pack grear plea-
wres. Mirea Fachaoullsh Beg’s Sefoier
vand ahe Festivad of she Flawer-Sellers, ably
lared by Mohammed Zakir, is 2 slesder
G all of 75 pages long (including an
sducrion, Appendiz, Motzs, Glossary asl
lographyil, it containg @ wealth of feli-
15 prosz and a much-needed invocarion
past that wax marcellously sscular and
wheacing, This licde book takes vs 10 a
w past when joys were simple’ and
ed, when festivals brought peopls
ther and—wich the coming of rains—
ziry of Delki came alive o the sweer
d of the shebnai. It sshes many haples
dres tooa time when the oainy season did
T achJ choked dratns, wazer- Inogtd.
s and zraffie nightmares; instend, in che
th of rasen and Sbadsm, the encire
stace of Delhi including Babadurshah
r, the Emperer, moved ta Meheaudi o
¢ the raing anl the fus and festivicy thar
mpanied the excended picnic thae was
wm a3 the Fewtival of Flowes-Sellers.

somine of wi bave eacountered Minza
atullah Beg (1883-1947) before in
slation; his D0 ki Akbed Sham

MADUR SHAM AND THE FESTIVAL OF THE
FLOWIR-SELLERS
Wivza Farnatullsh Beg. Transhaled from the
crigingl Lirgy by Mobamrreed Zakir
Jrnent BlackSwan, %oidz, 2002, pp. 75,
Prick it Wated.
sluted a5 The Lam Mushaina of Dellid by
ar Qambas, alse For Oricne BlagkSwan™)
i seamless blend of facr ad fizrion and
epreduction of an imaginary mueshein:
ane that could well have taken plzce)
Delhi thar was peised on the brink of
ter as the darck clouds of 1457 loomed
Ihl-' horizon, Born in 1383 Farhawllsh
fedt sufficiendy chosz in dne 1o awemp
Shenal-historical zeesunt of whar might
qm" the lagt mushai of i kind held
:‘I.hl Racher InEtmm:sh ke had made
1'I‘L"l"lll}r—a cermain Manbe Kafmaeddin
Mocr—wiite 3 flosid account of 3 Delhi
aiza in 1845 and in the process five s
waluable document of 1 society, its
s and manners, The Lart Musbairg of
had teansposted it ceaders o an age
1 everyone—Iirom che Emperor of
Jesran fo the pocrczst beggar on the
J of Dielhi—cheriched and sdored Urdu
t ﬂ'* Usdu gubasn—polished and
“oed by che Ustads off Delbi—sbone like

ey
w, TR Vol M, Na. §

Invoking The Past

Rakhshanda Jalil

burzished gald and those who spoke it dil
so with price and delight. ‘With Evely pen
portaiss of the various reallife poers whe
were sid o have come tagesher for chis pare
real, pact imaginary sechalva, this peowl
Dilli-wallzh gave his readers o highly
rembsble acocunt of ner jois the smass of the
ghazsl in mid-pincieenth ceatary bun alwa a
whole way of |ife, the sefizeed thar was such
an inegral pare af Ued.

Bahadumhah Zakar makes a I:'u][-ﬁmlg_::i:
appearance in this book publithed in the
19505 and here voo, as in the pevious N,
there Is a wonderful and seamless coming
tgecher of fwe and fiction. Though written
close w2 cenrury after the realfimaginasy
festival being described, Beg does so wich
the ehan of ane who kaows, sne who was
there and saw averything with his awi syes,
A he wrices: I the days el Bahadusshzh (1,
the i came o be celebrated withk such
exubemance that & defics descripion. If wou
wish o really ger  ghimpse of how @t was
gelebrared, please shur your eves and [ will
show vou...' What follows is o derailed
tleseription of the Fir in the vear 1843, the
preparations thar wen: into the ciry’s move
o Mehrauli, the sights and sounds on che
wiy, the many curdoor gones plaved by the
princesses of the rayal harem as well che
empems’s wholehearted involverment in every
agpect of the fettivias,

The annus horribilis, the year of the
Grear Revale of 1857, s still hidden ia the
epils of Time and Delhi—eavaped chough i
is by tepeated ateacks by the Marathas,
Rohilas and Jars not to mention the seudy
and ruchless encroachment of the British
Besident—is seill clinging o che lass
semnants of ity Mughal glory, Deg beging his
sccount with the following verse by the
Persian poet Sadi:

People ase the toms 2nd theis Suln the

Lres

A rrer standls fien, oy gan, i€ its coots

are frm!

Ledeed, so strong weie the roors of the
tughal Esspire s Indian soil that the officers
af the East Tndiz Company hesitared ro annex
Delhi 2ad ke over the Red Forg dexpite
thieir groed for expansion, And while evervone
knew thar the Emperors influence excended
ney furcher than che shahby grandeer if the
(nilae-Mowlla (a3 the Red Fart was then

arhatullak Ea:'g
BAHADUR SHAH AN THE
FESTIVAL OF FLOWER-SELLERS

called). there was ao deaying che lowe and
respest his sebjecss had Sor him. 1o was during
his reign than the festival seached its renith.
The fair had wiareed in 1812 during the eeign
of Akbar Shab 1, whese queen had made a
raamae (vow) to present @ ofader (sheet) and
smetrehrt (Bed) mcle froon flowers ar dhe sheine
of Bakhsiyar Kald in Mehrauli if her son, the
heic apparenr, was released (e prison, The
crovwn prinee was duly released and the queen
went with her soyal retinue 1o present ibhe
citler and serehrs made from Sowers: the
fowses-sdless, on dicir own, zdded 2 putnkhs
{Fanc} als made of flowers, The Emperar liked
the ides, as did the people of Deihi, and
thenceforth, the enire coure left the Fare zack
year in the beginning of the menth of Sfdon
amidst much pomp and spectacle oo make
this pilgrimages; each ysar the Muslim
subjects would present a flowez-lan ar the
darpah and the Hindus wauld offer 2 similas
flower-fan ot the ancient Jog Maya emphe
aearky, The ciczens showed their approval
by wurping our in large nombers o
participate in chis anmaal rioal dll e was
discontinued 2iver the Muting of 1857 and
sevived many years later Bor mever with the
same splamb. For, just as the candle burns
brigheest before being snulferd aur so odid
Coelhi’s Festzval of Flower-sellers during, the

wwilight of the hupghals.

Witls the benelic of hindsight, Beg
leawens his narrative with poignant asices.
fn the widse of o descriprion of the
thouands of loving subjects who throng the
roadsices oo catch a glimyee of their belmed
emperor, while dessribing the royal poo
ceggion with Bahadur Shah asep his majestic
Aawitdier {3 moveable throne oo wheels) as it
dowly wirund it way pasc Dellsi Gare, Beg
weites: “Wha could loreses that in even low
than nine years, he would st o this very
raaedf Who kesiew that one day he would be
walking ezprive, surrounded by saldiers,
witness 1o the unshrouded desd bodies of
his sons il nephews lying all around him,
the palaces ruined—unobody awire of those
that lived in therm.'

This ennsciousness of another realine—
oae chat i wating just round the comer—
limss the marmstive with 2 haunting sense of
itrevozable logs, And hersin lies the real
strength—and walue—aof this lietle book. S,
while the ﬁb{riplil)n'. all p:s,ﬁ\qr,\l b*:zut_y an
the caskires of Delhi, e fan and games
playedd by the Ladies of rowal Bload, the fying
af sweets and savouries thas sccompany sl
sangs 2ned swings of saawan, the descriptions
of the mange groves and Frework displays
rabe plenanc reading, i is the bast paes that
stzys with its readers. In simple, hearrending
wirds Beg ey chus: -

This was the Pestival of Flower-sellers.

Drelighcfud @ was! B alas! Whar can |

say abour ilie events thar followed 2nd

the present eondition? Owiag o the

Muriny, Delhi was reined and Bakadur

Shzh was depareed to Rangean. Iv was

like 3 tic that had broken loowe. Whar

was once bound, now lay scavered. The

tie that was, wag of love: now there i a

tle—r it g thar of ke Mow every pesty

affair &4 mken oo the law couers

Farhzrudlah ﬂv\-{i worls rjnﬁ e down
the ages. The Festival of Flowsersellers was
eevived by Jowabaslal Meheo in 1962, and
ig still celebiated bur with pose of the
mespiment that once marked 17, Cevemomizl
Nlnwer-fans are still made, but they are
presented o the Lisutenant-Governae of
[2efhi, Those who presznt chem are not
Nower-sellers; they are office.bearess of a
registerad seckety callad Anjuman Sair-c-
Cul-Farcshan, In a wodld of falling stan-
dards, Drelhis annual Phealowarfon S Seir
is 0 mockerr of its farmer self and the woes:
form of okenism imaginahle,

Rakhshanda lalil woites o issoes of fann oul-
ruarer i ligerature and Dlogs ab waewe Hindussani-
awedad-rakihanda D'ogizal com



