Tilih edited volume of eszays is a critical
enquiry into the polyphonic cultures and
literatutes of indigenous people across the
waorld and is a companion velume o fadi
geneity: Culture and Representation (2009),
These two collections of select essays were
:'umpﬂcd after the 'Choro' conference thar
was organized in Drelhi. 'Cliotra’ means a 'p|:!n:;f_'
"-'r'l'ltfl'f: V]”:!El:r‘; E:Hl!ﬂ]l :l”li i IET[H{.E Ur:LJLI]lJuI‘JtZ-
ing news’ and is an apr title for a conference
that brings together such diverse disciplines,
regions and participants. This volume brings
numerous areas that have recerved scant schol-
arly attention under scruriny like the scudy
of mythologies and origin histortes of indig-
enous prople, their licerary traditions,
marginalized languapes, modes of artistic ex-
pressions, are criicism and their peolitcal ide
ologies. It strerches the borders of 'literature’
to include expressions in oral traditions.

The varied tales and modes of narmation
chart a space away [rom the cichéd binaries of
celebration and mourning to focus on the re-
sistance of indigenous peoples across the world.
Storics of the colonial experience, deterioration
of their language and culture and their struggle
to find their voice within a larger national lie-
erature arc rich in political and experiential
derzils. The literature of the fml,ig::nnl!s ]Jtnph*.
i:l:in'.:l;I:l (}F— L“"il'lg I't‘.'it'1]1'|-'|[:| H:Iw;lr:l.'% ||'|\'.‘.[]' |'|I,:|i_:|]'ﬁ'1-
sors s reflexive and builds on differences w
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bridge cleavages. It documents their ways of
adapting, choosing and resisting to the exis-
tential tryses they find themselves in with the
L!L.1r]5ing face of [‘n:]it[ull economy n arder
recollect and discern their own culural and
Linguistic expressions, It is refreshing in the way
the essays depart from the objectifying anthro-
pological gaze of understanding the other in
order to understand the sclf. The essays also
move away from the human rghts regime and
find ways of resistance thar do not reiterate the
tired category of the "human’ while speaking
about their r:luigin:i“zmiml. The indigennus
people resort o folk rales, ritnals and knowl

edpe systems in order w find solutions w the
balance berween the environment and needs.

The volume presents a critique al post

colonial theory from an 'L|1L{ig'.'|1|_|ln perspec-
rive. Writing in the context of North America,
Bonita Lawerence and Enakshi Dwua critique
postealontal theorists on the following counts:
far ignorng state colontalism and hence offer-
ing a partial and distored :':{ihiumliull of cola-
niakism, racism and posteoloniality by erasing
indigeneity, thearists endorse the ongoing, colo
nization af ir|1|%g:'r||_|ux Emﬂph:; anid hecause of
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exclusion, indigenous people
cannot see themselves through
the perspectives offered by
post-colonial thinkers. Post-co-
lonial and rtrans-cultural scud-
ies are critically looked ar o ex-
“amine their levels of western-
i?.-'ui':”l Hr]li 1‘.‘]“1{‘.”{'}' Loy Con-

form and homogenize in the
chapter by Vera Alexander, He
argues that postcolonialism
works only ar the level of a la-
bel that has subsumed tradi-
tional culture within the umbrella of colonial-
ism while ignoring the neo-colonial oppression.
Manika RiefHuelser presents a way of bridg
ing the gap berween postcolonial and indig-
enous discowrse through an admission of omis-
H'ii:l]ih: rT'I.El,fJ{'f il'l rr1t:[rllll':|.' :l]]l'.i ||]Ht ]I||.|.|.1i|:||L' VEr-
sions of truth exise.

Many essays in the volume focus on the
diversity of indipenous languages and traditions
with the fear of extinction looming large.

Godini G. Darah documents the response of

the Urhobo people of Niger Delea of MNigeria
to i history of injustice and cultural erosion by
promoting the reading and writing of Urhobo
language in primary schools in the 19505 and
Gids. Music, dance and song-poctry offered a
space for crearive critique. The sanirical penres
of Urhobo ‘song poetry’ was commended by
the public as they serve the purpose of expos-
ing evil and ani-social behaviowr. The lrish and
Maori language in the Republic of Ireland and
Aoteroa/New Zealand find a renewed revalo-
rization through a negotiation with the lan-
guages of contact in the chapter by Laoire,
Starrs shows how Dutch-borm Avstralian Blm-
maker Rold de Heer uses innovative sound ideas
and Ganalbinpu language in order to present
the postcolonial Australian worldview that
privileges the justice system and eco-spiritual-
ity of Aboriginal Australia,

While the essays do hold the colonialists
tesponsible they also do not shy away from
casting & reflective incernal paze on the plight
af the indigenous women at the hands of the
merr. Sue Ryan-Fazilleau documents che cri-
tigue af indigﬂnuuh Australizn women novel
ists of white Australians for working in collu-
sion with indigenous male elders to suppress
the truth about the rape, violence and exploi-
tation of women within the communiry. They
ask the white Auseralians o ger rid of cheir
guilt and ot 1o place pacriarchal indigenous
traditions above gender righes. Closer home,

A, Chellaperumal and Sujatha
Vijayraghavan analyse the seven
hallads of lrular, the second
largest tribe in India residing
in parts of Tamil Nadu, The
ballads climax with the sad vili-
fication of a young woman of
the house. 5Sarish C. Aikant
documents the songs of
Garhwali women of Urtaran-
chal in India who are separated
from their naral homes and
long for their Families. Recall
the heraic tales of women whao ;J'.it!ir_"th:!r{’.r.l in
the eco-feminist Chipko movement they re-
member how women tied sabber to trees and
embraced them to protect them,

The essays in this volume present a staunch
critique of the teleological namure in which 'de-
velopment' is coined in present times. Rief-
Huesler shows how the usage of the term Bush-
man for San, Horenrot for Khot Khoi has de-
stroyerd the complicated kinship strucoures of
the population, Shaily Mudgal documents the
oppressive military onslasghes on Oka in
Canada when they FIHJ{L‘E'.SH_"‘I:_! the hu'ﬂ:fing ol a
golf course on their ancestral burial land,
Lawrence and Dua show how the usurpation
of Native American land by white serders led
to trade in fur and slave, introducing a new
systern of labour regimes in JJl:ih[:!li.ﬁl'l.S. lead-
ing to a significant depletion in their numbers
and a dearh knell to their culrare. The streng[h
of these essays lies in the way they strive o
show how indigenous people bring about
change by adapung, selectively embracing and
codifying their systems of knowledge and those
thar they come in contace with, They are agents
of change rather than merely being passive re-
cipients.

The polyphony of voices in this volume
reiterate the need to understand and celcbrate
indigenous culture withour getting trapped
in the wish to musemize them or hanging
them in the lobbies of five star hotels as pieces
of commaodified art. To perceive forests not as
storehouses of timber bur as a home for living
histories and mythologies of people. To em-
brace the alternate epistemologies and systems
of knowledge that might question the instru
mental values thar presene themselves as the
norm in present times,
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