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THE CROWD OUTSIDE THE SUPREME COURT during the hearing in the Ayodhya case

on March 12, 2002.
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Siddharth Narrain. While
Suresh is sessional lecturer
at the School of Law, Birk-
beck College, University of
London, Narrain is a legal
researcher and lawyer with
the Alternative Law Forum,
Bangalore.

The essays in this vol-
ume, written by legal aca-
demics, examine the role of
the Supreme Court in the
1990s. As the editors ob-
serve: “The court of the
1990s has gradually dis-
mantled the procedural
and jurisprudential chang-
es made by the post-Emer-
gency court, helping
refashion citizenship and
creating a political consen-
sus around global capital.”
The essays analyse public
interest litigation (PIL) in
its various forms to explore
whether the court has in-
deed turned conservative.
The book suggests that the
opinion on this issue is di-
vided.

One gets a feeling that
the practitioners of law are
blind to the shifting scales
of justice, while academics
are able to discern them. [



