n the recent scramble o celebrare the
L50th birth anniversary of Rabindranath
Tapore, & bost of scholirn and enchosiasss
hawve tried 10012
their own ind

ate lus image o terms of

idwal perspectives. o these
imagimanye reconstrucrions, Rabindranach
L been priojected warfously as world
lit
panrer, educanionist, philesopher. sam, wh
engaged 5 teformer, al-
Iy man and mormentsd laver
his rootedness in

atewr, natiosal jcon, locaf deior, poer,

ary - incellen

[eciisnate fam

be has besn celetrrated for
[ndian cradicion. and alse dor hiy Dpenness
o rhe influsnce of westem ‘modernivy, To

this odd assormment of re-readings. Raareal

Hakindrararh 35 3 welcome addition, for in-

sezad ol wsing simplistic labels, co-zathors
Sanjukea [Dasgupra, Sudeshns Chakravarri
and Mary Mathew 1y to examins the radi-
cal potential sn Babindranaths wnnngs with-
OLE EOCigE the contradictions and ambisa.
leaces thar complicate his life and 1|1c||:|g|1'r

From the outser, the idea of Tagores non
conlormsm is problematized -:.'1: [ntro-
ducrion asserty that it v the ‘=xmacrdinarnly
liberaned and. inclusive spisi
the aurhors propose to ‘tecognize, explore
and conque, idennfying his moniens of oven

of Tagore thar

angd covert nen-conformism. his wacillasions,

AADICAL RABINDAAMATH: NATION, FAMILY
AND GENDER IN TAGORE'S FICTION AND HLMS
By Zanjukiz Dasgusta, Sudeshing Chakrawart

d Mary Mathew
a1, Meawe Dethy, 20013, 0. 343
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kis conservative reactions, his subjective

conflictusl self and his wnequivecal
overtiees. This awareness of shades of grey i
one of the strenptha of this ook

Th= cpening chapters introduce us o
Tageres early Life. the ethos in wh
ugy, and the bormanve influences thas shaped
his unconventionzl outlonk and gave u.-'jn&-_ ]
his crearvine We also learn shour the inrel-
lectial hosiling he aroused among some of
his contemporaries, such as Chandranach
Basu, Disenvtralal Rov, Joeendralal Basu, Bipin
Chandra Pal and Chittaranjan Das. The bie-
graphical angle reappesrs in the Condusion,
where we learn mors about the women in
Tagare's life, and his philasephy af edu
cation. Framed within this contexrual mior
mation, are chapters devored o re-readings
of Tagnee's fiction. Here, the authors explore
the teeatment of geader asd sexualicy, and
the handling of political issues in his novels
and shore sturies, The o final chaprer deal
with Tagore and cinema; his involvement with
the medium, and sereen adaprations of his
texss. An appendi on filimography ar the end
of the book is especially wseful for schalars

Radha Chakravarty

OF parricufar inversse ase the chapters in
Radical Rabmdrenard thar address lagores
tepresentatians of women, Through a de-
tailed enalysis of some well-known novels and
stories, the aurfiors argue that Tagore was in
many ways ahead of his rimes in ho secoede
Rebellious figures like Binedin
in iy Bali, Mrinal in 'Soreer Pacra’ ['The
Wate's Leeer'} ancd Ginbala in “Manbhanjan'
(rranshared ag 0
Tagorss radical appreach o gender issues.
The narcanives draw attention to the em
gence of the Mew Woman in Bengali lin
rure, caughs wichin the rensions of eradition
and mederniry. These texns are analysed in
:f‘l'.lri'::ll'l {14} :mn':crnpc-r:lrv MOVEMenLs {l_‘-r 0
cal veform, and the influence of western oul-
rure an colonial |.'p|:|:|.g".|J. bt the anthars ar
gue char Tagore. on the whale, drew eclecti-
cally from diverse sources 1o ulimately ar-

0w nmen

ribala’} provide examples of

ticulaes posicions char were essentially his
own. They also acknowledge the unresolved
contradictions berween Tagore's Tife and his
WIiLngs, whete gtl:dcr ssuen are coneerned,

Tagores palincal concerns, especially the
evelurion of his complex amimde w the idea
wb the natton, are examined in relation o
some of his novels, such as (rora, Giare Barre
and Char Adbayay The chas
of the family in Bengal snder colos
alsa come in for scrunny, especially in the
analysis of foparag, 3 novel thar caprures the
dilemma of 3 woman ciught in a fasily fzud
i 2 sociery i@ transition,

I'he chapters on cinema, charmnog cthe
evolunon from ealy screen versions o con-

it dynamics

rule

tempacary adaprations of lagore’s warks,
highlight the ways in which thess cinematic
renderings frave kepe his legacy alive, Tagore
was enthusastic abour the potentizl of on
2, but zlso had reservarions aboue the ways
i which this mediom would be weed by a
CONSUIMLELISL, |lm|i.|-ur:=:nrrr|. sociery, He was
also uncercain about che yucress of ‘inter-
sermuonic’ ransladons fromm literature toocin-
ema Yer, a5 the present study demonstrares,
Tagores writings continue to inspire film-
makers of ronday.

Tagores own idess on social and
issues did not reman st through bis loag
career, his ﬂ:uL@i!LL'. continued o svolve, '.‘Lg:
could nor make Tagmre passive, resigned and
mellow, His mind sot only remined it cre-
arive vitaline bur became far more assermive,
s exhibiting s power 1o brek free of
all essentialiss discourse’ I'F. 2871, Abave
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all, freedom of tho IJE.I:II rernaing I:IJ.ES-'H.I'HI:H:HI.
importance 1o hiz oeuvre:s 'He had the dis-
paosition of the amst, for whom fixice of lo-
catton and fixed idezs could enly lead 10 a
feeling of being cabind, cribbed and con-
feed’ {p. 286).

Thar Radica! Rabindranath iz not the
work of a single scholar becomes apparent in
the reading, for the co-authors don't always
e, The chaprers in this book
differ not only in sryle, bur also in che au-
thon' crneal poszeions: and, their use of theo-

\E:Cil'! n Gne o

rerical and conceptual paradigms In their
separate I:-:ud.il'lE: of Tagoce's novels, for in
stance, Mary Mathew wses the theory ol
Chakras to describe Tagore's spitivualization
of the buldungsroman, while Sudeshna
Cliukravarei discusses che same cexts either
in relation 1o eationalism in colonial Ben
gal, or in rerms of their socio-psychological
dynamics. These divergent readings add lay-
era o our undersranding of Rabindranarh's
compl.cx.iq.r; d::}' also contribute o the im-
pression that the book offers 2 collection of
related essays with interwoven strands, raches
than 4 single, linear argument. Yer, despire
their diverse approacles, all the chapters bear
nut the overarching premise of the entire
study: that o read Rabindranath as non-con-
fosmise i 10 approash himeoas 3 radically di-
vided self, a1 odds with himself and often
with the world arsund him

Radha Chakravarty 5 & literary ot and fram-
| &tew,
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