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THE FEAR OF DYING FROM
AN UNKNOWN ENEMY

The coronavirus pandemic is one of those histori-
cal moments when our past, present and future
seem to collide. The fear of dying from an
unknown enemy has changed our modes of think-
ing, living and being, even as lockdowns and state
surveillance have violated fundamental human
rights. The pandemic has engendered a moral cri-
sis. But it is the human capacity for empathy and
compassionate justice that enables the possibility
of human solidarity. The Cour-
age to Exist suggests that it is
here that a potential future for
humanity lies. Only a morality
of common humanity — valid
for all human beings at all
times— can redefine the art of
living, in the face of a death
thatwe all fear.
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