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The story of experiments in alternative education

Alternative education is a much-discussed topic in the field of knowledge. The
principles followed by institutions of alternative education, though far removed
from the common system of education, are nevertheless uncompromising in
their objective of imparting knowledge. These institutions are often viewed with
suspicion. It may be seen that the only reason for such distrust is the public
perception about education. Traversing uncommon paths, such institutions
have brought about revolutionary changes in the field of education despite the
many unfavourable conditions they have had to face. Un/Common Schooling,
edited by Janaki Nair, is a study of educational establishments that follow the
uncommon path.

The book contains an analysis of twentieth-century educational experiments.
Even today, not much has changed in the education practices introduced by the
British in India. The methods introduced by Gandhiji and Rabindranath Tagore
in independent India have long been forgotten. However, some institutions do
exist in India that follow their steps, mostly in rural settings. The principles and
values adopted by such schools are analysed in this book. What is standard
education? How to interpret knowledge and skill? The experiences of Kanav
School in Wayanad, guided by K J Baby, also finds a place in this collection that
explores answers to such questions through inspiring stories of alternative
schools.

This book will be invaluable to those working in the areas of developmental
studies, public policy and related fields.
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