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Bano writes that it was because of their strong connection to both Badayun and Hyderabad that the
family always felt an in-betweenness, for in Badayun, they were seen as ‘Hyderabadis' andin

Hyderabad, they were called ‘Hindustanis . P:287
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Sherigorously and perceptively critiques patriarchal attitudes towards girls and women and their
consequence.lt marks a passionate intervention in exposing the specifics of how patriarchy first
ensures that women are unable to perform to their fullest potential, and then criticises them for this

perceived under performance, attributing it to incompetence or lack of ability. P: 118
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In the context of this book, Begumatizubaan emerges in all its vigour and keenness in Nikhat's

shortstories on the lives of women in feudal ‘deodis . (P27, Bibi's Room)
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Inthe case of Hyderabadi women writers who work in Urdu; they are thrice marginalised in the

literary histories of Urdu, both in English and in Urdu
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While meaningful strides have been made in some areas of publishing, scholarship on women

writers still remains woefully inadequate.P:4
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Women and their gendered experiences in a patriarchal society form one of the most consistent

themesin Bano's oeuvre over the sixty years that she has been writing. P:332
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