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Madness and watching; Ramin Jahanbegloo and

""Thoughts on Suicide"

Ramin Jahanbegloo explores the concept of “non-choice™ which deals with the
philosophical, social, poetic and aesthetic dimensions of suicide in four
consecutive chapters. In this way, by examining the works of some thinkers and
artists who have thought about suicide or committed suicide from ancient times
to the present day, he gradually reaches a rare interpretation of this practice
and applies concepts such as freedom and value of life to it. Gives. According to
this interpretation, committing suicide can not only occur in opposition to
passivity, but can even raise the voice of protest.

Jahanbegloo's sharp arrow in the book "In Search of Dissatisfaction" is aimed
at the elites who are silent in the face of mediocrity promoted in the public
arena - from the media to universities - and with this silence, help to stabilize
the status quo.

Many thinkers and artists throughout history have had to choose between
suicide, self-destruction and self-promotion at crucial moments in their

lives. The difference between those who have chosen suicide in such a situation
and the other two categories is the difference between action and inaction. This
choice draws a strong moral boundary between dignity and inferiority.
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Yousef Mosadeghi - Ramin Jahanbegloo has not written in Persian for a long time,
but he has not stopped writing, and in recent years, several of his works have been
published in English and French. Some of these works, shortly after their publication
in the original language, have been translated into other languages and have found
readers in different parts of the world. Like any prolific writer and thinker, Ramin
Jahanbegloo's works are gloomy and some of them are more prolific and coherent
than his other books.

3 According to the author, among Jahanbegloo's recent
books perhaps the most readable, is a brief and useful study entitled "In Pursuit of
Unhappiness: Reflections on Suicide"”. The 104-page book, published by Orient
BlackSwan Publishing, consists of a foreword, four chapters, and a conclusion.

The foreword to this study addresses the "why" of suicide and its relevance to the
issue of freedom. In addressing this "why", the author begins with the famous quote
from Albert Camus at the beginning of his famous essay "The Myth of Sisyphus":
"There is only one serious and true philosophical complication, and that is

suicide." Thinking about this clarifies the value of living and its relation to

freedom. From this point of view, suicide is neither a psychologically disturbing and
unacceptable act against the interests of the individual and society, nor is it the most
selfish display of individuality against humanity. In Jahanbegloo's words: "[Suicide]


https://orientblackswan.com/details?id=9788194829577
https://kayhan.london/fa/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/jahanbagloo-book.jpg

represents the highest state of human freedom; "The freedom of not being." In fact,
our awareness that we can choose to be "absent" reminds us of our freedom and the
value of our lives.

Ramin Jahanbegloo explores the concept of this choice, which deals with the
philosophical, social, poetic and aesthetic dimensions of suicide in four consecutive
chapters. In this way, by examining the works of some thinkers and artists who have
thought about suicide or committed suicide from ancient times to the present day, he
gradually reaches a rare interpretation of this practice and applies concepts such as
freedom and value of life to it. Gives. According to this interpretation, committing
suicide can not only occur in opposition to passivity, but can even raise the voice of
protest.

Just as in ancient times many elites and nobles in the days of fracture, poverty and
misery preferred honorable death to life under humiliation, so many thinkers and
artists over time followed the same pattern to preserve their human dignity and protest
and resistance. In the face of oppression, they have used vulgarity and pervasive
mediation to try to passivate them. Jahanbegloo considers this as a protest from the
voluntary death of Socrates and Seneca to the suicide of Paul Celan and the ritual
suicide of Seppuku Yukio Mishima. Relying on the freedom to choose "not to be",
these sages not only challenged the status quo, but also sent a message to "others" that
survival at any cost negates the value of life.

In concluding his book, Jahanbegloo emphasizes that "Suicide is not supposed to be a
'permanent solution' to a 'temporary problem," which is why there is no connection
between suicide and testimony. A person who commits suicide consciously and on the
basis of personal values in protest of the status quo, in fact seeks only absolute
destruction in search of absolute freedom, but the creature seeking martyrdom is a
criminal committed to a particular religion, creed, sect or ideology to prove its
legitimacy. He committed suicide and possibly others. This is why: "Revolutions
always justify murder but never justify suicide."



Although at first glance, the main theme of the book is a philosophical-historical study
of the evolution of the concept of suicide in Western culture, but this is an excuse for
the author to focus on the views of previous philosophers and the lives of

suicidal thinkers , the importance of living thoughtfully and consciously Write

to die . Such a life or such a death has a powerful moral aspect that guarantees the
preservation of human dignity (Dignity) and autonomy (Autonomy).

The owner of this keyboard, due to his long friendship and intimacy with Ramin
Jahanbegloo, is aware of his deep sympathy for the Age of Enlightenment and its
values, and knows well how much he respects the achievements of

modernity. Jahanbegloo's aspiration for nonviolence is by no means compromising
and negligent, and that is why he does not reject the vulgar relativism born of the
postmodern era. The sharp point of his critique in this book is the elites who are silent
in the face of mediocrity promoted in the public arena - from the media to academia -
and with this silence, help to stabilize the status quo.

The end result of reading this book may be the realization that many thinkers and
artists throughout history, at a crucial moment in their lives, have had to choose
between three options: suicide, self-destruction, and self-promotion. The difference
between those who have chosen suicide in such a situation and the other two
categories is the difference between action and inaction. This choice draws a strong
moral boundary between dignity and inferiority.

Finally, the book "In Search of Dissatisfaction..." is dedicated by Ramin Jahanbegloo
"in memory of UCLA professor Hossein Ziaei, who preferred death to

humiliation." Hossein Ziaei was a prominent mathematician and Iranologist who spent
most of his life researching, translating, and teaching mathematics and the philosophy
of the Enlightenment. "... The responsibility of this group of educated people and
people of knowledge and thought against the encroachment on the lives, property and
honor of our compatriots is multiplied and they should not remain silent at this time. |
should also add that | was very depressed by the silence of some of these

intellectuals. Our main pain and issue as those who deal with the history of thought
and thinking in this country is the issue of "truth". My servant, when | see that the



truth has turned into a lie, I can not remain silent, I am responsible for my compatriot
and my history and existence as a human being, an Iranian human being, and | have to
stand against such oppression as far as it is within my power. . » His voluntary death
came after academic gangsters working at North American universities beat him up
during his illness and became what should not have been.

The German philosopher and poet Friedrich Nietzsche states in the excerpt (short
sentence) 157 of the book "Beyond Good and Evil" that "the thought of suicide is a
powerful consolation: it helps one to magically enchant many horrible

nights." Perhaps this is the soul of modern man, the creature in charge of his own life
and death.
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