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1at is Sindhivat? Is it

proximity toa

region™ls ita

language people
speak? Did Sindh, as a geograph:
peal leeation, become irrelevant
to the Sindhi diaspora living

Aruna Madnani’s
online talk series
‘Doorway to
Sindh’ is a rich

elzewhere? What is the everyday

experience of being a Sindhi? tapestr}r IJf a
Answering these questions is — homeland b},r the

aseries of talks that deep dive

inte every aspect of Sindhism, Indus

Rightly called “Doorway 1o
Sindly’, these are explorations
into different periods through
architecture and cultural
mapping available on Facebook
and Instagram. While the target
is a series of 50 such talks,
currently they have 15 and work
i% underway on others,

Savs Aruna Madnani, a Sindhi
hersell and the person behind
this series, *During the pandem-
i, I realized 1 could reach out to
scholars from across the border
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Aruna Madnani in Sindh; (below) books on Sindhiyal: The Busden
of Regufe by Kita Kothan, Amilz of Siimil by Saaz Aggarwal and
Beundaries of Belomging by Sarah Ansan and William Gould

andd the world (o give us a
glimpse of their decades-long
research. | had been conducting
talks at the National Gallery of
Muodern Art and Bangalore
Imternational Centre, but the
pandemic opened up doors to far
wider opportunities.”

Madnani is the Bengaluru-
based founder of the Sindhi
Culture Foundation, which she
started in 2008 to promaote
awareness and inberest in the
rich heritage of Sindh. Her

The project is a series of explorations into different
purimi:r. th:'mm‘h architecture and cultural m.‘:p]'-in-h;

available on Facebook and ]n::.t.u;r.m‘n
[

vision and mission are 1w
research and make available
archives on Sindhi culiure for
everyvone, Madnani loves Sindh
nostalgia and made a trip o
Sindh in Pakistan in 2018 to see
the city her father grew up in.
In the initial sessions, they
explore Sindh—real and
imagined with Dv Rita Kothari
and Dr Sarah Ansari, then move
on to exploring different periods
like Harappa, Mohenjo-Daro,
Mirpur Khas and more. For
Kothari, professor of English at
Azshoka University, Sonipat,
Haryana, it was the gage of the
other that became the base of
her lifelong ethnographic
research on the Sindhi commu-
nity She owns up to Sindhivat

She Has Sindh
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and points towards some
uncomforiable facts. “People
think of Sindhis as greedy, and
uneducated, It is also our
proxy-ness o Muslims; we
remind Hindus of being
Bluzlim-like and henes become
undesirable o them.™ For
Eothari, this has also deepened
her understanding of commu-
malism in India.

Anzari from the Universiny of
London has conducted extensive
research in the Sindh province
and authoved books including
Eufi Buints and State Poteer: The
Firs of Sind, 1843-1947 and Life
afier Pariition: Migraiion,
Corrurrarify: aored Serife in Sl
1847 1062,

In about pine episodes,
Bengaluru-based documentary
filmmaker Shabnam Yirmani of
The Kabir Praject fame along
with her comemporaries discuss
Sufi and Sindhi poet Shah Abdul
Latif. Latifs work is called Shah
Jo Rasalo from which Virmani
delves deep into Sur Samundhi,
Surs are clusters of poems, also
indicative of the rhythm.

It one of the videos that will
be broadeast online, she explains
“Latif was a turn of the century
Sindhi poet. His oeuvire unfolds
incredible detail abowt different
bavers of Sindhivat through
physical topographies (as he
travelled extensively and hung

A fabnc piece with inlricate
Sindhi embroidery (lop); Syed
Hizbullah Shah, the third Fir
Pagaro spirilual leader) whoe
died in 1890

out with Llocal communities like
blacksmiths. fishermen and
traders), history, economics amd
more. What is really striking o
me is that he speaks through
the voices of women who were
parrt af love legends then.

This makes him special.” Like
any other poetry, his poetry
operates at multiple levels—
physical, meta-physical and
soCio-political,

Doorway to Sindh promises w
articulate a cultural underpin-
ning, a glorious journey into
Sindh, which was waiting to
happen. After all, as they say,
“We are all stories, in the end,”
comments Madnani. They ane
using thelr social media handles
o drive traction for the launch.
The series will be available on
BookMyShow from next month.



