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Environmental Politics at the Local
Natural Resource Governance in India
Edited by Satyajit Singh, Professor, University of California Santa 
Barbara, USA, and Ajit Menon, Professor, Madras Institute of 
Development Studies, Chennai, India

This book takes a critical look at the politics of the ‘local’ that is central to 
wider discourses of decentralisation and sustainable, accountable governance. 
Through case studies from rural and urban India, the writers raise important 
questions about decentralisation: To what extent have governments enabled 
local decision-making? What gaps emerge between policy and implementation? 
Who represents the ‘local’ when different groups have competing interests?

Selected Contents: Introduction; 1. Deities, Resource Management and 
Resistance: A Hydropower Project in Kinnaur 2. The Local in Bihar Flood 
Management Policy and Politics 3. Coastal Claims and Contestations: Fishing 
Spaces and Fishy Governance in Uran, Mumbai 4. Common Agricultural 
Land and Politics of the Local 5. Protecting Individuals or Communities? 
Land Management, Protective Law and the Sixth Schedule in Meghalaya 
6. Administration, Management or Service: The Varying Roles of Public, 
Private and Local Stakeholders in Governing Bangalore’s Lakes 7. Beyond 
the Local: Historical Political Ecology of Wastewater Distribution in the 
Wetlands of Kolkata 8. Politics of Participation and the Myth of Community: 
Reflections on Joint Forest Management in Sundarban, West Bengal 
9. Reshaping Food Security in India 10. The Way Ahead: Institutions and 
Political Power 

Contributors: Hemantkumar A. Chouhan, Pankaj Kumar Jha, Jenia 
Mukherjee, Pampa Mukherjee, Sanchayan Nath, Amrit Z. Negi, 
D. Parthasarathy, Amrita Sen, Avantika Singh, Kavita N. Soreide 

2024 978-93-5442-572-1 `2450 368 pp Hardback

India’s Education Paradox
National Policies and Regional Insights

Debdas Banerjee, Fulbright Post-Doctoral Fellow at Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT), former Professor at Central University of 
South Bihar, and Institute of Development Studies Kolkata (IDSK)

Education is a human right; however, in India, education contributes the 
most to the overall inequality index. India’s Education Paradox mounts a 
critique of this situation and the falling standards of education in India, 
contesting the constructs of ‘inequality’ and ‘efficiency’ in education with 
the help of alternative paradigms. Using recent data, the volume offers 
insights into policies centred around the ‘capabilities’ approach, the 
dilemma between education as a public and as a private good, neglected 
aspects of fiscal policies and federal issues in opportunity creation, and a 
comparison of the vocational systems of countries with diverse systems 
of government.

Selected Contents: 1. Introduction: Contextualising Education Policy; 
PART I: PARADIGMS EXPLAINED 2. Equity and Equality in Education: 
Issues and Perspectives 3. Effective Modelling in Divergent Agency 
Behaviour; PART II: SCHOOL EDUCATION AND REFORMS 4. Regional 
Variation in Outcomes: Exploring ‘Principal–Agency’ Relationship 
5. Capabilities Approach for School Turnouts 6. Aspects of Process of 
Opportunity: Vocational Education; PART III: HIGHER EDUCATION 
7. Higher Education: Disproportionalities and Dilemma 8. Fiscal 
Possibilities: Cooperative Federalism as Reforms

2024 978-93-5442-866-1 `1610 328 pp Hardback
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Becoming a Farmer 
Women in Rural West Bengal, India

Raktima Mukhopadhyay, Executive Director, 
Indian Institute of Bio-Social Research and 
Development; Itishree Patnaik, Assistant 
Professor, Gujarat Institute of Development 
Research (GIDR); and Kuntala Lahiri-Dutt, 
Professor in the Resource, Environment and 
Development Program, Crawford School of Public 
Policy, Australian National University 

 Through a detailed ethnographic analysis of farmer 
women in West Bengal, the book unravels their 
triumphs and travails.... It also brings to the fore that 
women are not a homogenous entity. A very useful 
reading for academicians and policymakers alike. 

–Amita Shah, Professor, Centre for Development  
Alternatives & Former Director, GIDR

Among smallholder farmer 
families, men are 
increasingly migrating out of 
agriculture in pursuit of 
non-farm income 
opportunities. Women who 
are left behind assume the 
roles of de facto ‘heads of 
household’. Drawing from 
extensive fieldwork in two 
districts of West Bengal, the 
book charts this ongoing 

process of agrarian transformation.

Contents: 1. Introduction 2. The Rise of 
Off-Farm Labour and its Consequences 3. 
Rural Women in the Agricultural Labour Force 
in India 4. Agrarian Bengal 5. Women in the 
Changing Agriculture Sector in West Bengal 6. 
Changing Position of Women 7. Profile of the 
Survey Areas 8. Selection of the Study Region 9. 
Socioeconomic Characteristics of Female-Headed 
Households 10. Recent Changes in the Roles of 
Women in Agriculture 11. Risks, Uncertainties, 
and the Changing Roles of Women at Home and 
in Society 12. Multiple Dimensions of Feminised 
Agriculture in a Pan-Indian Perspective 13. 
Conclusion

2023 978-93-5442-604-9 `925 248 pp Paperback

India’s Greenfield Urban 
Future
The Politics of Land, Planning and 
Infrastructure

Edited by Ashima Sood, Associate Professor 
and Co-Director, Centre for Urbanism and 
Cultural Economics at Anant National University, 
Ahmedabad; and Loraine Kennedy, CNRS 
Research Director at the South Asian Studies 
Centre, EHESS, Paris, and Trustee of the Glasgow-
based Urban Studies Foundation

Shaped by real-estate dynamics and policy-
promoted growth agendas, especially around 

the high-end services 
sector, greenfield urban 
development has brought 
with it economic and 
structural change. India’s 
Greenfield Urban Future 
explores this ‘urban 
frontier’ and the 
constellations of public–
private interests 
underpinning it through 
ten essays by urban 

scholars who have remained deeply implicated in 
their respective field sites while engaging in 
debates within global urban studies. The themes 
are wide-ranging and varied: from struggles over 
land acquisition and real-estate dynamics to 
emerging forms of governance and place-making 
in these sites of township development.

Selected Contents: Part I. Imperatives: 
Corridors and Infrastructures; Part II. Dynamics: 
Land and Real Estate; Part III. Aftermaths: Political, 
Economic and Social 

Contributors: Shriya Anand, M. Suresh Babu, 
Sai Balakrishnan, Akash Banerjee, Anna Dewaele, 
Mathew Idiculla, Ratoola Kundu, Sudeshna Mitra, 
Gopa Samanta, Neha Sami, Preeti Sampat, M. 
Vijayabaskar 

2023 978-93-5442-361-1 `1025 308 pp Paperback

Post-Reform Indian 
Economy, The
An Unfolding Story
Edited by Soumyen Sikdar, retired professor of 
economics, Indian Institute of Management (IIM) 
Calcutta, Visiting Faculty at Presidency University, 
Kolkata, Indira Gandhi Institute of Development 
Research (IGIDR), Mumbai, Osaka University, 
Japan and Aarhus University, Denmark

The Post-Reform Indian 
Economy brings together 
eminent economists of the 
country who deliberate on 
issues plaguing the 
contemporary Indian 
economy. The essays 
investigate the theoretical 
and methodological pitfalls 
of the many official and 
unofficial studies of India’s 
economic performance, the 

phenomena of growth cycle, and India’s post-
reform growth volatility. The volume also 
analyses wealth inequality, fluctuations in the 
exchange rate of the rupee in response to capital 
flows, insights gained from the yield curve and the 
RBI’s intervention in the forex market. 

Contents: 1. India’s Growth Cycles 2. The 
Volatility of India’s Catch-Up Growth 3. Measuring 
the Trend of Economic Well-Being in India in 
Recent Decades 4. Do Stock Markets Signal 
Real Economic Performance? 5. Yield Curve and 
Economic Activity 6. Inflation and Stabilisation 

Policies in India 7. Indian Inflation 8. India’s Trade 
and Foreign Investment Policy 9. Balancing the 
Pushes and Pulls of the Impossible Trinity 10. 
Changing Dynamics of Intergovernmental Fiscal 
Relations in India 11. The Natural Environment in 
India

Contributors: Asis Kumar Banerjee, Debashree 
Chakraborty, Pinaki Chakraborty, Dipankor 
Coondoo, Ambar Ghosh, Ashima Goyal, Shubham 
Gupta, Paramita Mukherjee, Abhishek Naresh, 
Parthapratim Pal, Mihir Rakshit, Alok Ray, Partha 
Ray, Abhirup Sarkar, Agnirup Sarkar, Jong Kook 
Shin, Anup Sinha, Chetan Subramanian

2023 978-93-5442-458-8 `1225 432 pp Paperback

Regulating Agricultural 
Markets in India
A Smallholder Perspective

SERIES: POLICY STUDIES

Sukhpal Singh, Professor, Indian Institute of 
Management Ahmedabad, Gujarat 

The ‘Policy Studies’ series 
is designed to address, 
investigate, and analyse 
public policy in the field of 
governance. Regulating 
Agricultural Markets in 
India, the first book in this 
series to examine 
agricultural market 
reforms, offers a 
comprehensive view of 
changing regulations at 

the state and the Union levels. The book studies 
various agricultural market regulation reforms 
carried out over two decades, examines the 
legality of MSP, questions the 2020 Farm Acts 
from the oft-neglected perspective of the small 
farmer, and offers suggestions for more inclusive 
and effective regulation. 

Contents: 1. Introduction 2. The Model APMC 
Acts 3. Legislating Contract Farming Practice 4. 
The Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce 
(Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020 5. The 
Union Contract Farming Act, 2020 6. The MSP 
Question 7. Conclusions

2023 978-93-5442-465-6 `580 208 pp Paperback

Wives and Widows at Work 
Women’s Labour in Agrarian Bengal, Then 
and Now

Deepita Chakravarty, Professor, School 
of Development Studies, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar 
University Delhi; and Ishita Chakravarty,
Associate Professor, Department of History, 
Vidyasagar College, University of Calcutta

With a Foreword by Samita Sen

The study of marriage practices in India has 
hitherto been relegated to the realm of culture, 
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whereas work is viewed as 
an economic issue and 
rarely studied in relation to 
marriage. Adopting a new 
approach, Wives and 
Widows at Work links these 
diverging critical concerns 
and explores the possible 
relationship between 
women’s productive labour 
in a rice-cultivating 
small-peasant economy like 

rural Bengal on the one hand, and women’s 
wifedom/widowhood on the other.

Contents: 1. Introduction 2. Landholding Pattern 
and Nature of Work 3. Work and Widowhood 
4. Work Opportunities and Marriage 5. From the 
Fields to the City: Feminisation of Paid Domestic 
Service in West Bengal 6. When Should a Woman 
Try to Earn? Discourses on Widowhood and 
Work in Late Colonial Bengal

2023 978-93-5442-445-8 `1290 288 pp Paperback

Agrarian Change in India
SERIES: READINGS ON THE ECONOMY, POLITY AND

SOCIETY

Edited by Surinder S. Jodhka, Professor of 
Sociology, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

This volume is a selection of 
seminal readings, published 
in the Economic and Political 
Weekly by some of the 
leading scholars of the field. 
They present extensive and 
in-depth research on 
agrarian economy, its social 
structures and their 
transformations over the 
past century. The book is an 
invaluable resource for 

students, teachers, researchers and policy actors, as 
also readers who wish to understand the fascinating 
and complex dynamics of the Indian agrarian scene 
and its contemporary history.

Selected Contents: Part I. Conceptual Frames; 
Part II. Holding Size and Land Reforms;  
Part III. The Green Revolution and Market Edifice; 
Part IV. Relational Structures and Transitions;  
Part V. Emergent Agrarians 

Contributors: Pranab Bardhan, Sheila Bhalla, 
Ramesh Chand, Sumita Chatterjee, Anita Gill, 
Sucha Singh Gill, Barbara Harriss-White, Ronald 
J. Herring, Praveen Jha, Mekhala Krishnamurthy, 
Richa Kumar, Jens Lerche, B. B. Mohanty, Sam 
Moyo, Abha Pandya, Vikas Rawal, Gerry Rogers, 
Janine Rogers, Ashok Rudra, Mario Rutten, Loes 
Schenk-Sandbergen, Alpa Shah, Lakhwinder Singh, 
Alice Thorner, Daniel Thorner, A. R. Vasavi, Carol 
Boyack Upadhya, Paris Yeros

2022 978-93-5442-228-7 `1425 426 pp Paperback

Economic Policy in Covid-19 
Times
Edited by P. G. Babu, Director, Madras Institute 
of Development Studies (MIDS), Chennai; and 
Professor, Indira Gandhi Institute of Development 
Research (IGIDR), Mumbai 

This volume reflects on the 
immediate impact of 
Covid-19 on the lives, 
livelihoods and policies in 
Tamil Nadu and suggests 
measures in the post-
pandemic socio-economic 
policy of the state to mitigate 
the disastrous effects. The 
volume discusses potential 
policy reforms in the MSME 
and agriculture sectors, 

including the recently repealed Farm Acts, the 
macroeconomic scenario in the wake of Covid-19, 
and issues of migrant and informal labour, to name 
a few. 

Selected Contents: Introduction; Part I. 
Macroeconomic Scenario; Part II. Agricultural 
Policy Reforms; Part III. Environmental Markets 
and Policy; Part IV. Trade and Industry; Part V. 
Labour; Part VI. Infrastructure Development;  
Part VII. Local Governance and Social 
Development 

Contributors: S. Anandhi, Kripa Ananthpur, 
Gayathri Balagopal, Shesadri Banerjee, Maarten 
Bavinck, Karen Coelho, E. Deepa, P. Durairasu, 
A. Ganesh-Kumar, K. Jafar, A. Kalaiyarasan, 
Chandan Kumar, Vikas Kumar, Umanath 
Malaiarasan, Ajit Menon, Krishanu Pradhan, 
Poonam Singh, K. Sivasubramaniyan, A. Srivathsan, 
C. Veeramani, L. Venkatachalam, A. R. 
Venkatachalapathy, M. Vijayabaskar  
2022 978-93-5442-290-4 `1345 339 pp Hardback

India and the   e-book

Pandemic
The First Year, Essays from the India 
Forum

The India Forum, an independent online journal-
magazine publishing analysis, commentary and 
reflections on contemporary issues

India and the Pandemic
looks back at the historical, 
social, cultural, economic 
and political aspects of the 
Covid-19 outbreak in the 
country. The 24 essays in 
this volume, written by 
astute political and social 
commentators, offer rich 
insights into the impact of 
the pandemic, and the 
response of state and 

society. The essays tell us what we should have 

done early on, and done differently in dealing with 
this health and humanitarian disaster. They place 
the pandemic within the broader history of 
infectious diseases and provide valuable lessons for 
the future.

Selected Contents: Part I. Early Stages of 
Covid-19 in India; Part II. Dealing with Pandemics 
in India’s History; Part III. Covid-19: The Initial 
Impact; Part IV. The Law, the Judiciary and 
Covid-19; Part V. The Lockdown and After;  
Part VI. Impact on the Economy; Part VII. Impact 
on Society; Part VIII. The Future

Contributors: Itty Abraham, Rosa Abraham, 
Thomas Abraham, Prerna Agarwal, Faizi Ahmad,
Amit Basole, Pratiksha Baxi, Upendra Baxi, 
Pratik Chakrabarti, Gorky Chakraborty, Prem 
Chandavarkar, C. P. Chandrasekhar, Naorem 
Pushparani Chanu, Sheetal Chhabria, Maitreesh 
Ghatak, Radhicka Kapoor, Surbhi Kesar,  
C. J. Kuncheria, Rahul Lahoti, Nomaan Majid, 
Harsh Mander, R. Nagaraj, Gayatri Nair, Harish 
Naraindas, Paaritosh Nath, Vikram Patel,  
M. Govinda Rao, K. Sujatha Rao, Debraj Ray, 
C. Rammanohar Reddy, Ananda Lal Roy, 
Ramprasad Sengupta, Navsharan Singh,  
S. Subramanian, Honey Oberoi Vahali, Lore 
Vandewalle

2021 978-93-5442-009-2 `995 356 pp Paperback
E-ISBN 978-93-5442-037-5

Social Construction  
of Capabilities in a  
Tamil Village, The  e-book

With a Foreword by William A. Jackson

L. N. Venkataraman, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Policy Studies, TERI School of 
Advanced Studies, New Delhi 

Is an equitable distribution 
of opportunities possible 
within a stratified social 
system in which caste-
based socio-economic 
privileges are inherited and 
social mobility constrained? 
The Social Construction of 
Capabilities in a Tamil Village 
answers this question by 
analysing the intersections 
between caste, class and 

education, and argues that capabilities—that is, the 
competence or life skills one acquires through 
education—are socially constructed and not an 
inherent trait of the individual. Exploring tensions 
inherent within the caste system, this 
intersectional perspective has broad significance 
for the global discourse on development in India.

Contents: 1. Introduction 2. The Complexities 
of Poverty 3. Intersectional Implications of 
Capabilities Formation 4. Education Quality, 
Employability and Capabilities 5. Poverty and 
Education in Sripuram 6. Adaptive Preferences and 
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IN COLLABORATION WITH TATA INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

Making Development Happen
Transformational Change in Rural India, Volume II

Edited by K. Seeta Prabhu, Visiting Professor and former Tata Chair Professor, TISS, Mumbai, former Director, 
PMRDF Scheme, Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India, and former Head, Human Development 
Resource Centre, UNDP, India; and S. Parasuraman, Adjunct Professor and former Vice-Chancellor, MIT World 
Peace University, Pune, former Director, TISS, Mumbai, and former Asia Policy Director, ActionAid International

Volume II brings together case studies of the initiatives undertaken by the Prime Minister’s Rural Development 
Fellows (PMRDFs) in a wide range of districts, including central India, Jammu and Kashmir and the Northeast, 
all areas that are affected by conflict and what is termed Left-wing Extremism. These initiatives are focused on 
the fields of education, livelihoods, human rights and participatory democracy. They also provide insights into 
the practical implementation issues faced at the local level, as well as evidence-based policy analyses of national 
flagship programmes.

The case studies, all accounts from the field, emphasise people’s participation and horizontal coordination across 
departments of local governments, important in light of the commitment of the Government of India and state 
governments to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals.

Selected Contents: Catalysing Development in India’s Conflict-affected Districts; Part I. Ensuring Human Rights; 
Part II. Promoting People’s Participation; Part III. Securing Sustainable Livelihoods; Part IV. Innovative Solutions for 
Improved Outcomes

Contributors: Arpit Asthana, Tabish Azeem, Prasad R. Bhat, Ananya Chakraborty, Prashanth S. Chinnappanavar, Ashish Kumar Das, Divya Gupta, 
Nikhilesh Hari, Vaibhav Jindal, P. Karunakar, Chihanring Kashung, Rohan S. Katepallewar, Nitin Kumar, Ransom Lungleng, Pebam Nganthoiba Mangang, 
Sadashiv Nayanpally, S. Parasuraman, Vijay Siddharth Pillai, K. Seeta Prabhu, M. Sahu, Ipsita Sapra, Anupam Sarkar, Arun Sharma, P. Thangsuanhau, Sagar 
Kisan Wadkar

2021 978-93-5442-127-3 `1735 420 pp Hardback

Making Development Happen
Transformational Change in Rural India, Volume I

Edited by K. Seeta Prabhu, Visiting Professor and former Tata Chair Professor, TISS, Mumbai, former 
Director, PMRDF Scheme, Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India, and former Head, Human 
Development Resource Centre, UNDP, India; and S. Parasuraman, Adjunct Professor and former Vice-
Chancellor, MIT World Peace University, Pune, former Director, TISS, Mumbai, and former Asia Policy Director, 
ActionAid International

Making Development Happen follows a select number of PMRD ‘Fellows’ on their individual journeys into India’s 
hinterland. Through personal narratives, the volume lays out the situation on the ground in the violence-torn 
districts these pioneers were posted in, and recounts their efforts to bring about social welfare with cooperation 
from the local district administration. In so doing, it brings to the fore the real-world challenges faced by the 
Fellows and provides insights into the way the government machinery works at the grassroots level.

Selected Contents: Securing Development; Part I. Personal Experiences of Working in Conflict Regions; Part 
II. Protecting People’s Rights; Part III. Enhancing Lives and Livelihoods; Part IV. Ensuring Participation and Local 
Governance 

Contributors: Preshit Ambade, Ananya Chakraborty, Nilamadhab Digal, Toral Gala, Mayur Gupta, Neha 
Gupta, G. Haragopal, Jechonia Islary, Devan Kumar Kuda, Ajitendra Kumar, Santosh Kumar, Kumar Manish, Shila 
Matang, Anuranjan Minz, Nivedita Mohanty, Prathima Nalabolu, Saumya Ranjan Nath, Bibhuti Bhushan Nayak, 
Pankaj Kumar Rai, Anantha Krishnan R. K., Rashmi Ranjan Rout, Mrutuyanjaya Sahu, Ipsita Sapra, Anupam Sarkar, 
Vijaykumar Madhukar Tate, Aditya Tyagi, Harsha Vashistha, Shashi Kant Verma, Namrata Vilochan, Sagar Wadkar

2020 978-93-5287-931-1 `1765 356 pp Hardback
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the Social Construction of Capabilities 7. Capitals 
and Capabilities 8. Social Change in Sripuram 
9. Conclusion

2021 978-81-9482-959-1 `850 212 pp Paperback
E-ISBN 978-93-5442-038-2

Tamil Migrants
A Demographic, Social and Economic 
Analysis

S. Irudaya Rajan, Chairman, International 
Institute of Migration and Development, Kerala; 
Bernard D’Sami, Senior Fellow, Loyola 
Institute of Social Science Training and Research, 
Loyola College, Tamil Nadu; Samuel Asir Raj, 
Professor and Head, Department of Sociology, 
Manonmaniam Sundaranar University, Tamil Nadu; 
and P. Sivakumar, Head, Centre for Monitoring, 
Evaluation and Impact Analysis, Rajiv Gandhi 
National Institute of Youth Development, Tamil 
Nadu

The Tamil region has had a 
long tradition of out-
migration, including 
international migration as 
indentured labour on 
colonial plantations. 
However, there is a dearth 
of comprehensive studies 
and reliable databases on 
migration from Tamil 
Nadu. The Tamil Nadu 
Migration Survey 2015 

provided significant insights for the first time into 
the state’s migration flows based on 20,000 
households. In the first study of its kind, Tamil 
Migrants highlights the survey data and provides 
new data on internal and international migration 
from Tamil Nadu by combining analyses of 
demographic, social and economic factors.

Contents: 1. Setting the Context 2. The 
Demography of Tamil Nadu 3. Emigration from 
Tamil Nadu 4. Internal Migration in Tamil Nadu 
5. Immigration to Tamil Nadu 6. The Tamil Nadu 
Migration Survey 7. Dimensions of International 
Migration 8. Internal Migration from Tamil Nadu 
9. Remittances 10. Causes, Costs and Financing 
of Migration 11. Migration and Employment 
12. Migration and Human Development 
13. Experiences of Return Emigrants (REM) 
14. Gender Dimensions of Emigration and Women 
Left Behind (WLB) 15. The Impact of Migration on 
the Elderly 16. The Tamil Nadu Migration Survey 
(TMS) 2015 and Kerala Migration Survey (KMS) 
2014 17. Summary and Conclusions

2021 978-93-5442-126-6 `1465 336 pp Hardback

Urban Housing, Livelihoods 
and Environmental 
Challenges in Emerging 
Economies
Edited by Rajesh Bhattacharya, Associate 
Professor, Public Policy and Management Group, 
IIM Calcutta, West Bengal; and Annapurna 
Shaw, former Professor, Public Policy and 
Management Group, IIM Calcutta, West Bengal

The rural–urban migration 
driving the urbanisation in 
developing countries has 
resulted in a growing 
informal economic sector 
and informal settlements 
such as slums. This 
informality lies at the heart 
of urban policy challenges 
in developing countries. 
This volume highlights the 
connected issues of urban 

housing, livelihoods and environment through 
perspectives from key emerging economies—
Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa and 
Thailand—so as to harness the different histories 
of different societies for an exploration of 
common contemporary problems. 

Selected Contents: Part I. Changing Contexts 
and the Role of the State in Housing Provision;
Part II. Redevelopment of Slums;  
Part III. Informal Housing and Right to the City;
Part IV. Environmental Re(Configurations) of 
Urban Infrastructure, Housing and Livelihoods

Contributors: Ritajyoti Bandyopadhyay, Jorge 
Luiz Barbosa, Amita Bhide, Patrick Bond, Somsook 
Boonyabancha, Xi Chen, Camila D’Ottaviano, 
Fernando Lannes Fernandes, Ujaan Ghosh, Sourav 
Hazra, Thomas Andrew Kerr, Eduardo Cesar Leao 
Marques, Yanhong Ma, Tatiana Moura, Ekaterina 
Norkina, Bhuvaneswari Raman, Tara Saharan, 
Urmi Sengupta, Awadhendra Sharan, Eliana Sousa 
Silva, Jailson de Souza e Silva

2021 978-93-5442-233-1 `1535 436 pp Paperback

Women Entrepreneurship in 
the Indian Middle Class
Interdisciplinary Perspectives

Jeemol Unni, Professor, Economics and Public 
Policy, Ahmedabad University, Gujarat; Vanita 
Yadav, Fulbright Fellow (MIT) and Lecturer, 
Innovation and Entrepreneurship, School of 
Business and Law, Central Queensland University, 
Australia; Ravikiran Naik, Assistant Professor, 
Economics, Department of Data Science, Christ 
(Deemed University), Pune, Maharashtra; and 
Swati Dutta, Associate Fellow, Institute for 
Human Development, New Delhi

The authors explore the evolution of 
entrepreneurship using a gender and class lens 

from multidisciplinary 
perspectives, to uncover 
factors impacting Indian 
women’s participation in 
entrepreneurship. Defining 
entrepreneurship broadly 
to include not just ‘new 
economic activity’ but 
operations of all economic 
enterprises, they attempt 
to understand: What 
motivates women in India 

to operate enterprises ranging from small and 
medium to large enterprises? What is the nature 
of occupations and entrepreneurship within 
segments of the middle class? 

Contents: 1. Management View of Women 
Entrepreneurship 2. Multidisciplinary View of 
Women Entrepreneurship 3. Entrepreneurship 
and the Middle Class in India 4. Low Return 
Entrepreneurship and Small Business 5. Dualistic 
Structure of Industry and Growth of Firms 
6. Attitudes and Perceptions of Youth towards 
Women Entrepreneurship 7. Women 
Entrepreneurship: Going Forward

2021 978-93-5442-145-7 `1075 292 pp Paperback

Bangladesh at 50
Development and Challenges

Edited by S. Narayan, Senior Research Fellow, 
Institute of South Asian Studies, National 
University of Singapore, Singapore; and 
Sreeradha Datta, Centre Head, Neighbourhood 
Studies, and Senior Fellow, Vivekananda 
International Foundation, New Delhi 

Bangladesh is one of the 
fastest growing economies 
in Asia which has 
transitioned to a middle-
income country, 
progressing significantly in 
terms of both development 
and social welfare 
parameters. A multi-party 
democracy, Bangladesh has 
improved its energy and 
transport sectors, 

maintained better human development indicators 
than its neighbours, and lifted a substantial section 
of its population from abject poverty. Bangladesh at 
50 traces the country’s history since 1971, while 
commenting on the possible concerns that its 
social, political and institutional structures are 
likely to face in the future. 

Contents: Introduction; 1. Bangladesh: A Journey 
of Dual Graduation and the Attendant Challenges 
2. Bangladesh’s Future Export Challenges and 
the Need for a FTA Strategy 3. The Challenges 
of the Readymade Garment (RMG) Industry in 
Bangladesh 4. Role of Multilateral Agencies and 
NGOs in the Development of Bangladesh 5. Policy 
Stances and Financial-Sector Developments 
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in Bangladesh 6. Bangladesh: Examining the 
Contemporary Politico-social Fabric 7. Women, 
Development and Empowerment: The Bangladesh 
Context 8. Militancy in Bangladesh 9. Energy 
and Development: Issues of Sustainability 
10. Five Decades of Bangladesh–India Relations 
11. Bangladesh’s Foreign Policy: Acquiring New 
Relevance

Contributors: Salehuddin Ahmed, Shamsher 
M. Chowdhury, Roshni Kapur, Amena Mohsin, 
Amitendu Palit, Sarin Paraparakath, Mustafizur 
Rahman, Selim Raihan, Amit Ranjan

2020 978-93-9012-260-8 `695 292 pp Paperback
2020 978-93-9012-252-3 `1095 292 pp Hardback

Making the Modern Slum
The Power of Capital in Colonial Bombay

Sheetal Chhabria, Associate Professor of 
History at Connecticut College, New London, 
Connecticut

Making the Modern Slum 
traces the long histories of 
impoverishment and 
inequality that constantly 
reproduced Bombay’s 
infamous ‘slum problem’. 
This book locates the 
origins of Bombay’s slums 
in the combined efforts of 
capitalists and government 
officials to turn capitalist 
crises into profitable 

projects of city-making and slum-reform. Sheetal 
Chhabria challenges assumptions about colonial 
urbanisation and cities in the global south, and also 
provides a new analytical approach to urban 
studies and histories of colonialism. The book 
shows how the wellbeing of the city—rather than 
of its people—became an increasingly urgent goal 
of government.

Contents: Introduction; 1. Land: Calculative 
Rationales 2. Famine: Localizing Agrarian Crises 
3. Shelter: Rendering Housing Technical 4. Disease: 
From Body to Milieu 5. Capital: A Self-Governing 
City Conclusion: Afterlives of City Making; 
Epilogue: Movements and Countermovements

2020 978-93-5287-884-0 `1380 252 pp Paperback
Rights: Restricted

Out of This Earth
East India Adivasis and the Aluminium 
Cartel (Second Edition)

Samarendra Das, activist and filmmaker based in 
London; and Felix Padel, anthropologist trained 
at Oxford and Delhi universities 

While we all depend on this earth, do we really 
understand how nature sustains us, and what we 
are doing to it through mining? What is the real 
cost of the unending extraction of minerals and 
this ‘development’ on local inhabitants and 

ecosystems? Out of This 
Earth answers these 
questions through a 
detailed account of the 
aluminium industry. 
Focusing on the 
Khondalite mountains in 
the eastern Indian state of 
Odisha, capped by some 
of the world’s best 
bauxite deposits, the 
authors trace the roots of 

this industry, which promises prosperity to the 
most marginalised sections of the world’s poorest 
countries, yet end up causing untold damage.

Selected Contents:  Part I. White Metal: Green 
Mask; Part II. Niyam Raja Meets the World-wide 
Web: Aluminium’s Social Structure; Part III. 
‘Aluminium for Defence and Prosperity’; Part IV. 
Company Rule; Part V. Movements for Life

2020 978-93-5287-926-7 `2125 808 pp Paperback

Politics of Poverty Reduction 
in India, The
The UPA Government, 2004 to 2014

James Chiriyankandath, Senior Research 
Fellow, Institute of Commonwealth Studies, 
School of Advanced Study, University of London; 
Diego Maiorano, Research Fellow, Institute 
of South Asian Studies, National University of 
Singapore; James Manor, Emeka Anyaoku 
Professor of Commonwealth Studies, Institute 
of Commonwealth Studies, School of Advanced 
Study, University of London; and Louise Tillin, 
Reader in Politics, India Institute, King’s College, 
University of London

The first systematic review 
of the Congress-led United 
Progressive Alliance’s 
anti-poverty programmes, 
this book offers a critical 
assessment of the UPA 
government’s five most 
important public welfare 
initiatives. Taking a close 
look at the politics behind 
the policy-making, it 
unearths the constellation 

of interests that shaped their legislation, and the 
key roles played by central, state and local 
governments, senior politicians, bureaucrats, civil 
activists, courts and the private sector in 
influencing the UPA’s agenda. 

Contents: 1. The Congress Party, the Politics 
of Poverty and Policies of the UPA Government 
2. The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act 3. The ‘Right to Food’ 
and the National Food Security Act 4. The Forest 
Rights Act, 2006 5. The (Re)Making of India’s 
Integrated Child Development Services 6. The 

Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission 
and Urban Poverty 7. Conclusion  

2020 978-93-5287-848-2 `975 232 pp Paperback

Rethinking Social Justice
Edited by S. Anandhi, Professor, Madras Institute 
of Development Studies, Chennai; Karthick Ram 
Manoharan, Assistant Professor of Political 
Science, Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, 
Calcutta; M. Vijayabaskar, Professor, Madras 
Institute of Development Studies, Chennai; and 
A. Kalaiyarasan, Assistant Professor, Madras 
Institute of Development Studies, Chennai

With a Foreword by Partha Chatterjee

The discourse of social 
justice has been much 
contested in India ever since 
the time of the Mandal 
Commission report. Nearly 
four decades on, debates on 
culture and identity remain 
strong. Rather than studying 
the concept of social justice 
in isolation, in distinct social, 
political or economic terms, 
Rethinking Social Justice offers 
a more trans-disciplinary 

approach to envisioning a just society that 
encompasses the intersecting issues of caste, 
capital, nationalism, gender, region, urban planning 
and visual representation. This book brings 
together perspectives from across disciplines to 
rethink the question of social justice, in the 
process opening up a view of the panorama of 
Indian politics.

Selected Contents: Introduction; Part I. Politics 
of Culture and Identity; Part II. Critical Social 
History; Part III. Nation and the Region; Part IV. 
Political Economy; Part V. Cinema and Society 

Contributors: M. Arivalagan, Venkatesh 
Chakravarthy, J. Jeyaranjan, Sundar Kaali, Arun 
Kumar Patnaik, Ajit Menon, M. S. S. Pandian, 
M. Madhava Prasad, A. Srivathsan, V. Ravi Vaithees 

2020 978-93-5287-907-6 `1200 368 pp Paperback

Understanding Foreign 
Direct Investment
SERIES: POLICY STUDIES

Biswajit Dhar, Professor, Centre for Economic 
Studies and Planning, JNU, New Delhi; and K. S. 
Chalapati Rao, Visiting Professor, Institute for 
Studies in Industrial Development, New Delhi

Understanding Foreign Direct Investment traces the 
evolution of the global flows of FDI from the 
1950s to the present. The authors write with two 
broad objectives: one, to situate FDI in the 
development discourse in the post-World War II 
period; and two, to discuss India’s trysts 

Economic and Dev 2025.indd   6 21-01-2025   18:33:28

Prices updated on 20-01-2025. These prices are subject to change without notice.



  ECONOMICS AND DEVELOPMENT STUDIES 7

Visit our website www.orientblackswan.com Write to mail@orientblackswan.com to receive our monthly mailer Follow us on   @orientblackswan

with FDI in the decades 
immediately following 
Independence, and on to 
the era of economic 
liberalisation. This book 
focuses on the role that 
government policies have 
played in making India one 
of the most foreign 
investor-friendly 
destinations in the world.

Contents: 1. Foreign Direct Investment in the 
Post-Decolonisation Era 2. Conceptualising FDI 
3. Trends in Global FDI Flows 4. India’s Policies 
towards FDI 5. India’s FDI Inflows since 1991 
6. Performance of FDI Companies: A Brief 
Assessment 7. Summary and Conclusions 

2020 978-93-5287-989-2 `725 188 pp Paperback

Demonetisation   e-book

and Black Money
C. Rammanohar Reddy, an economist who 
has been writing on economic policy since the late 
1980s; editor, The India Forum; former editor of 
the Economic and Political Weekly (2004–2016)

With a Foreword by Y. V. Reddy

On 8 November 2016, 
India took the dramatic and 
unprecedented step of 
demonetising its high 
denomination Rs 500 and 
Rs 1000 currency  
notes, to ‘fight black 
money, eliminate 
counterfeit notes and stop 
terror funding’. The 
decision prompted fierce 
and widespread debate. 

This book is written for every Indian: from the 
policymaker who wishes to understand the lessons 
to be learnt from this exercise, to the analyst who 
wishes to grasp its whys and wherefores, to the 
ordinary citizen who wants to know if 
Demonetisation 2016 has helped India in any way. 
It also explores the drive towards digitalisation of 
payments.

 Essential reading for anyone interested in the 
issue … this is a remarkably thorough and wide-
ranging study. 

—Jean Drèze on NDTV.com

 (A) wonderful new book. 

—Pulin B. Nayak in The Indian Express

Contents: Demonetisation 2016: An Unfolding 
Story 1. Black Money and the Black Economy 
2. Size of the Black Economy in India 3. Size of 
the Shadow Economy in the World 4. Indian and 
Global Experiences with Demonetisation 5. Action 
on Black Money 6. Demonetisation 2016: Context 

GENDER-BASED PERSPECTIVES ON LABOUR

Women in the Worlds of Labour
Interdisciplinary and Intersectional Perspectives 
Edited by Mary E. John, Professor, Centre for Women’s Development Studies, New Delhi; and 
Meena Gopal, Professor, Advanced Centre for Women’s Studies, Tata Institute of Social Sciences

India has one of the world’s lowest work participation rates for 
women—an issue that is only belatedly receiving the attention 
it needs. This timely volume addresses the multiple worlds 
of women’s labour and highlights issues that are often lost in 
mainstream analyses of labour. How, in India, is work defined and 
recognised in the first place when the so-called formal sector
of employment pertains to less than 6 per cent of the female 
workforce? What are the theoretical legacies that require 
greater engagement—from paid and unpaid work, conceptions of 
care and social reproduction, the nature of capitalism, to notions 
of caste, class and sexuality—in order to make women’s work 
and struggles more legible?

Contents: Introduction; 1. Marxism, Feminism and the 
Political Fortunes of Theories 2. Rethinking Gender and Class 
3. Trajectories in the Care Discourse 4. Crisis in Female 
Employment 5. Cottage Industry to Home Work 6. Mujra and 
Baithak in Bombay 7. Dalit Women, Dehumanised Labour and 
Struggles for Dignity 8. Subsistence under Seige 9. Gender, 
Caste and Abjected Space 10. Queer, Labour and Queering Labour 11. Engendering the Disability–
Work Interface 12. Changing Meanings of Home 13. Factory Girls 14. Sex Work, Sex for Work 
and the Spaces Between 15. Researching Women Teachers in New Times 16. Women’s Art, 
Women’s Labour 17. The Honorary Workers in India’s Anganwadis 18. Women’s Relationship with 
Trade Unions—The More it Changes…? 19. Rethinking Women’s Labour in the Age of Microcredit

Contributors: Renu Addlakha, Shaileshkumar Darokar, J. Devika, Madhumita Dutta, Sujatha 
Gothoskar, Rumi Harish, K. Kalpana, Nandini Manjrekar, Sunil Mohan, Neetha N., Rajni Padhi, Rajni 
Palriwala, Bindhulakshmi Pattadath, Sreerekha Sathi, Samita Sen, Sandali Thakur, Geeta Thatra

2021 978-81-9492-589-7 `1465 468 pp Paperback

Labouring Women
Issues and Challenges in Contemporary India
Edited by Praveen Jha, Professor, Centre for Economic Studies and Planning and Adjunct 
Professor, Centre for Informal Sector and Labour Studies, JNU, New Delhi; Avinash Kumar, 
Assistant Professor, Centre for Informal Sector and Labour Studies, JNU, New Delhi; and Yamini 
Mishra, Director, Global Issues, Amnesty International, London

While the gender gap in paid work has narrowed only slightly in 
developed countries, these have increased in ‘emerging economies’ 
such as India. This book explores these unfavourable trends and 
analyses the current position and condition of women’s work. It 
argues that despite the supposed development, policy changes and 
talk of equality, experiences of labouring women show that their 
challenges have multiplied, both at work and at home, with longer 
working hours and greater reliance on unpaid work. 

Contents: 1. Women’s Labour through Life Narratives 2. Time 
Poverty and Women’s Work 3. Women’s Participation in Domestic 
Activities 4. Capitalism and Unpaid Work in India 5. Exploring 
Paid and Unpaid Work Dichotomy 6. Labour Relations within the 
Household 7. Labouring Livelihoods 8. Back to the Barracks 9. Public 
Investment towards Promoting Women’s Livelihoods 10. Women 
and Common Property Resources 11. Women and Land Rights in 
India 12. New Cartographies of the Digital Commons 

Contributors: Vinoj Abraham, Anjor Bhaskar, Chirashree Das 
Gupta, Ritu Dewan, Jayati Ghosh, Mohit Gupta, Smita Gupta, 
Anita Gurumurthy, Mary E. John, Kanika Kaul, Sumi Krishna, S. Krithi, Neetha N., Archana Prasad, 
Isha Ralli, Saumya Shrivastava, Nisha Srivastava

2020 978-93-90122-07-3 `1290 343 pp Paperback
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and Options 7. Design and Implementation 
8. Promotion of a ‘Less-Cash’ Economy 9. Distress 
and Despair 10. Black Money and Politics 11. Cash, 
Money and Liquidity 12. Impact on the Banking 
System 13. Impact on the Reserve Bank of India 
14. Demonetisation, Black Money and Gold

2019 978-93-5287-580-1 `475 288 pp Paperback
2017   E-ISBN 978-93-8639-262-6

Gender and Education
SERIES: READINGS ON THE ECONOMY, POLITY AND

SOCIETY

Edited by Vimala Ramachandran, Managing 
Director, ERU Consultants Pvt. Ltd.; and 
Kameshwari Jandhyala, first Director, Mahila 
Samakhya Andhra Pradesh, Consultant, National 
Office of Mahila Samakhya at the Department of 
Education, Government of India

Gender and Education brings 
together wide-ranging 
debates that took place in 
the Economic and Political 
Weekly from 2000–17 on 
the social, political and 
economic realities 
impacting the education of 
women across the country. 
The sections analyse the 
different axes of inequality; 
the political, economic and 

social context of education; and pedagogy and 
curriculum, through a study of textbooks.

Contents: 1. Through the Life-Cycle of Children 
2. Private Schools for the Less Privileged 
3. Education and Girlhood 4. Is Equality an 
Outdated Concern in Education? 5. The New
Segregation 6. Gendered Inequality in Educational 
Transitions 7. Gender Differentials in Education 
8. Contemporary Challenges to Women’s 
Education 9. Why Women Teachers Matter in
Secondary Education 10. ‘Sisters under the Skin’ 
11. Gender Gap in Literacy in Uttar Pradesh 
12. Community Caretaking and Women Volunteer 
Teachers in Mumbai Slums 13. Inequality, Gender
and Socio-religious Groups 14. Globalisation, 
Higher Education and Gender 15. Do Parents 
Spread Educational Expenditure Evenly across the 
Two Genders? 16. Female Education 17. Does 
Education Pay Off? 18. Education as Trutiya Ratna 
19. Gender and Curriculum 20. Literacy, Power and 
Feminism 21. Forging a Vocabulary for the Nation

Contributors: Suchitra Balasubrahmanyan, Purwa 
Bharadwaj, Dipta Bhog, Karuna Chanana, Kausik 
Chaudhuri, Anuradha De, Malini Ghose, Nina 
Haeems, Ambika Kohli, Krishna Kumar, Annemie 
Maertens, Nandini Manjrekar, Lori McDougall, 
Balwant Singh Mehta, Disha Mullick, Claire 
Noronha, Sharmila Rege,  Susmita Roy, Anju Saigal, 
Aarti Saihjee, Meera Samson, Sadhna Saxena, 
Megha Shree, Jeemol Unni, Divya Vaid 

2019 978-93-5287-740-9 `1260 408 pp Paperback

GST in India
Simple Tax in a Complex Federal System

Pinaki Chakraborty, Professor, National 
Institute of Public Finance and Policy, New Delhi

GST in India provides an 
analytical understanding of 
GST implementation in the 
country, while also 
commenting on the 
direction of reform and 
challenges that lie ahead. 
Arguing that the revised 
GST today is a far better 
version, the book reflects 
on the possibilities to 
improve the system and 

achieve the objectives of simplicity, transparency 
and neutrality in the implementation of GST, and 
discusses what it is that hinders the development 
of a common market, and the idea of ‘one nation, 
one tax’.

Contents: 1. Goods and Services Tax 2. History 
of Indirect Tax Reforms and the Evolution of 
GST 3. Issues under Transition 4. Making Sense 
of GST Revenue and Implementation 5. GST and 
the Informal Economy 6. One Nation, One Tax 
7. Feasibility of a Common Market 8. Evaluating 
Indian GST in Light of International Experience

2019 978-93-5287-689-1 `750 204 pp Paperback

People’s Car
Industrial India and the Riddles of Populism

Sarasij Majumder, Associate Professor of 
Anthropology and Interdisciplinary Studies, 
Kennesaw University

This book offers an 
ethnographic study of 
divergent local responses 
to the proposed 
construction of a Tata 
Motors factory in eastern 
India that would have 
produced the Nano, the 
so-called people’s car. 
People’s Car explores this 
ambivalence concerning 
industrialisation, asking 

why long-drawn resistances against corporate 
industrialisation coexist with political rhetoric and 
slogans promoting fast-paced industrialisation. 
Majumder argues that such contradictory rhetoric 
and promises target divided sentiments in rural 
India, where small land-holding villagers aspire to 
futures beyond agriculture.

Contents: 1.“We Are Chasis, Not Chasas” 2. Land 
Is Like Gold 3. Land Is Like a Mother 4. “Peasants” 
Against Industrialization; Postscript: From a 
Defunct Factory to a “Crematorium”

2019 978-93-5287-550-4 `1320 216 pp Hardback
Rights: Restricted

Quantum Leap       e-book

in the Wrong Direction?, A
Edited by Rohit Azad, Economics teacher at 
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi; Shouvik 
Chakraborty, Assistant Research Professor at 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst; Srinivasan 
Ramani, Associate Editor at The Hindu; and 
Dipa Sinha, teacher at School of Liberal Studies, 
Ambedkar University Delhi

With a Foreword by Jayati Ghosh

A Quantum Leap in the 
Wrong Direction? compares 
the promises made during 
the run-up to the 2014 
elections and their 
outcomes over the past five 
years. Each chapter assesses 
different policies like 
demonetisation and GST; 
policies in the sectors of 
employment, agriculture, 
banking and foreign affairs; 

initiatives in the areas of health, education, 
environment, on gender, and for the marginalised 
sections. It assesses the government’s successes in 
the area of governance and in addressing corruption.

Selected Contents: Introduction; Part I. The 
Economy; Part II. Socio-economic Indicators;  
Part III. Governance

Contributors: Ishan Anand, Arindam Banerjee, 
Kiran Bhatty, Prasenjit Bose, Subhanil Chowdhury, 
Zico Dasgupta, Happymon Jacob, Ayesha 
Kidwai, Roshan Kishore, Sona Mitra, Indranil 
Mukhopadhyay, Anmol Somanchi, Amit Thorat

2019 978-93-5287-618-1 `950 344 pp Paperback
E-ISBN 978-93-5287-626-6

Reading India
Selections from The Economic Weekly, 
Volume 1 (1949–1965)

SERIES: READING INDIA

Edited by Pranab Bardhan, Professor Emeritus 
of Economics, University of California, Berkeley; 
Sudipto Mundle, Distinguished Fellow, 
National Council of Applied Economic Research, 
Director, Asian Development Bank; and Rohini 
Somanathan, Professor of Economics, Delhi 
School of Economics, University of Delhi

Reading India, Volume I 
brings together landmark 
studies in sociology, 
politics and economics 
that capture the major 
analytical and policy 
debates published in The 
Economic Weekly from 
1949–65. The articles 
span from the classic 
anthropological village 
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Selected Contents: Part I. Politics;  
Part II. Society; Part III. Economy

Contributors: Satish K. Arora, Vimal 
Balasubrahmanyan, D. Banerji, Jagdish Bhagwati, 
Pradip Kumar Bose, Vihang R. Errunza, Marc 
Galanter, Dipankar Gupta, Vijay L. Kelkar, Rajni 
Kothari, Gopal Krishna, Rajiv Kumar, Amitabh 
Kundu, Mahmood Mamdani, Vina Mazumdar, 
Oliver Mendelsohn, N. A. Mujumdar, C. K. 
Prahalad, C. Rajagopalan, M. Govinda Rao, 
A. M. Shah, Moin Shakir, Kumud Sharma, Arun 
Shourie, Hira Singh, Jaspal Singh, K. S. Singh, T. N. 
Srinivasan, Alice Thorner 

2019 978-93-5287-749-2 `1380 486 pp Paperback

Reading India
Selections from Economic and Political 
Weekly, Volume III (1991–2017)

SERIES: READING INDIA

Edited by Pulapre Balakrishnan, Professor, 
Ashoka University and Senior Fellow, IIM, 
Kozhikode; Suhas Palshikar, former Professor, 
Politics and Public Administration, Savitribai Phule 
Pune University, Pune, and Chief Editor, Studies in 
Indian Politics; and Nandini Sundar, Professor, 
Sociology, Delhi School of Economics, University 
of Delhi

The final commemorative 
volume celebrating 50 
years of the EPW provides 
a selection of papers 
published between 
1991–2017, reflecting on 
the social, political and 
economic changes of the 
time. The chapters focus 
on five themes: the 
question of secularism 
versus communalism; social 

justice and power-sharing by the backward castes; 
political configurations in a post-Congress polity; 
the entrenchment of impunity instead of the rule 
of law; and the political economy of economic 
policy. The topics range from the lack of justice for 
victims of the 2002 Gujarat massacres, farmer 
suicides and agrarian distress, to the Indo–China 
border dispute.

Selected Contents: Part I. Society;  
Part II. Economy; Part III. Polity

Contributors: Sumanta Banerjee, Amit Basole, 
Jagdish Bhagwati, Sreedeep Bhattacharya, Akeel 
Bilgrami, Partha Chatterjee, Raghabendra 
Chattopadhyay, Prem Chowdhry, Ajay Dandekar, 
Bhupat M. Desai, Sonalde Desai, Meena 
Dhanda, Amaresh Dubey, Esther Duflo, Madhur 
Gautam, Nandini Gooptu, Ramachandra Guha, 
G. Haragopal, N. D. Jayaprakash, Surinder S. 
Jodhka, Devesh Kapur, Dharma Kumar, Harsh 
Mander, Sunil Mani, Dilip Mookherjee, Partha 
Mukhopadhyay, D. M. Nachane, R. Nagaraj, 
Geetha B. Nambissan, A. G. Noorani, Prabhat 

Patnaik, Srinath Raghavan, Kalyan K. Sanyal, Tanika 
Sarkar, C. Sathyamala, Amartya Sen, Ghanshyam 
Shah, U. A. Shimray, Arvind Subramanian, 
Yogendra Yadav

2019 978-93-5287-778-2 `1465 552 pp Paperback

Virtus in Arduis
I Did It My Way

Parthasarathi Shome, Chairman, International 
Tax Research and Analysis Foundation (ITRAF), 
Bangalore, and Visiting Fellow, London School of 
Economics and Political Science

Popularly known as ‘India’s 
Taxman’ and regarded as a 
‘Taxation Rock Star’ 
internationally, 
Parthasarathi Shome looks 
back on his eventful 
professional life to share 
an account of exceptional 
brilliance, integrity and 
perseverance, combined 
with a thirst for challenge. 
While he focuses primarily 
on his career graph and 

academic life, personal anecdotes—wry, delightful 
and poignant—with photographs, also make this 
unusual memoir a fascinating read.

Contents: 1. Journey to the United States 
and into Academia 2. IMF: The Initial Years 
3. IMF: Latin America in the 1990s 4. IMF: 
Africa, Europe and Asia in the 1980s and 1990s 
5. Policy Work at the IMF 6. Early Involvement 
with India 7. Government of India: North Block 
8. Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs 9. India 
Again: Research, Government and Committees 
10. Moving Forward

2019 978-93-5287-531-3 `1275 304 pp Hardback

Handbook of Rural India, A
Edited by Surinder S. Jodhka, Professor of 
Sociology, Centre for the Study of Social Systems, 
School of Social Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru 
University, New Delhi

SERIES: READINGS ON THE ECONOMY, POLITY AND

SOCIETY

Orient BlackSwan
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‘Rural’ and ‘urban’ are the foremost

categories through which the dynamics

of social life have been visualised and

engaged with in modern and

contemporary times. The idea of the

‘rural’ or the ‘village’ has been of

particular significance in India.

Despite its having had a long and

diverse history of urban settlements,

British colonisers represented India to

the world as a land of ‘village

republics’. This representation was so

influential that even the nationalist

leaders accepted it uncritically.

Gandhi advocated ‘a return to the

village’ as the only genuine way to

gaining or self-rule. Nehru and

Ambedkar too saw the village as the

site of India’s traditional life; however,

to them it was also a signifier of India’s

economic backwardness and social ills.

These notions have shaped social

science scholarship, popular politics

and public policy. For example,

development planning was designed to

make rural life compatible with

modernity and encourage its

population to move towards the ‘city’

through a steady process of

urbanisation.

The idea of such a demographic

transition continues to be a core

element of state policy and an

important indicator of positive social

change and economic growth/

swaraj,

modernisation. However, the ‘rural’ in

India persists; nearly two-thirds of

India’s population still lives in rural

settlements.

brings

together 36 research papers written by

some of the leading social scientists,

from the early 1950s to the present. It

provides a historical perspective on the

subject of the ‘rural’ and covers a wide

range of topics that have been critical

to the imaginings and empirics of

village life in contemporary India.

This comprehensive collection will be

an invaluable source for students and

scholars of sociology, social

anthropology, economics, development

studies and public policy.

is Professor of

Sociology at the School of Social

Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University,

New Delhi.

A Handbook of Rural India

Surinder S. Jodhka
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Essays from Economic and Political Weekly

A Handbook of Rural India 
brings together 36 
research papers previously 
published in the Economic 
and Political Weekly by 
some of the leading social 
scientists, from the early 
1950s to the present. It 
provides a historical 
perspective on the subject 
of the ‘rural’ and covers a 
wide range of topics that 

have been critical to the imaginings and empirics of 
village life in contemporary India. This 

studies, the issue of caste and religious identity, to 
economic policy debates on growth and 
investment, and agricultural and industrial policies. 
The final section discusses the influence of leaders 
such as Gandhi, Nehru and Tagore, analyses the 
positions of national and regional languages and 
looks at the fostering of socio-economic 
development in independent India.

Selected Contents: Part I. Early Village Studies; 
Part II. Rural Structures; Part III. Identity and 
Politics; Part IV. Analytical Frameworks; Part V. 
Development and Planning; Part VI. Policy 
Debates: Agriculture; Part VII. Policy Debates: 
Industry; Part VIII. Public Finance and Distribution; 
Part IX. Culture, Administration and Leadership

Contributors: F. G. Bailey, Andre Beteille, 
Krishna K. Bharadwaj, N. Bhattacharya, Nirmal 
Kumar Bose, S. Chakravarti, O. L. Chavarria-
Aguilar, Bernard S. Cohn, V. M. Dandekar, M. L. 
Dantwala, A. K. Dasgupta, Amlan Datta, Bhabatosh 
Datta, I. P. Desai,  B. Dey, R. S. Ekaus, D. R. Gadgil, 
Ranjit Gupta, Nicholas Kaldor, Iravati Karve, D. V. 
Kelkar, Rajni Kothari, Raj Krishna, Deepak Lal, 
W. Arthur Lewis, McKim Marriott, D. P. Mukerji, 
K. N. Raj, V. K. R. V. Rao, Joan Robinson, George 
Rosen, Paul N. Rosenstein-Rodan, Asoke Mohan 
Roy, Ashok Rudra, J. C. Sandesara, Amartya 
Kumar Sen, A. M. Shah, Ghanshyam Shah, M. N. 
Srinivas, Daniel Thorner, Jan Tinbergen

2019 978-93-5287-715-7 `1320 448 pp Paperback

Reading India
Selections from Economic and Political 
Weekly, Volume II (1966–1991)

SERIES: READING INDIA

Edited by Gurpreet Mahajan, Professor, Centre 
for Political Studies, School of Social Sciences, 
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi; 
Surinder S. Jodhka, Professor, Centre for the 
Study of Social Systems, School of Social Sciences, 
JNU, New Delhi; and Ila Patnaik, Professor, 
National Institute of Public Finance and Policy 
(NIPFP)

Since 1966, when The 
Economic Weekly formally 
expanded its mission and 
became the Economic and 
Political Weekly, it has been 
a significant space for 
critical, constructive and 
innovative thinking on 
political, social and 
economic issues. Reading 
India, Volume II, the second 
of the three volumes 

commemorating 50 years of the EPW, brings 
together a selection of articles from 1966-1991. 
Divided into three fields of inquiry—the political, 
social and economic—it presents an analysis of the 
issues and concerns that dominated this period, 
and in some ways, shaped the discourse of the 
following decades.

Economic and Dev 2025.indd   9 21-01-2025   18:33:30

Prices updated on 20-01-2025. These prices are subject to change without notice.



10 ECONOMICS AND DEVELOPMENT STUDIES

Visit our website www.orientblackswan.com Keep in touch    Facebook at www.facebook.com/OrientBlackSwan Write to mail@orientblackswan.com to receive our monthly mailer Follow us on   @orientblackswan

comprehensive collection will be an invaluable 
source for students and scholars of sociology, 
social anthropology, economics, development 
studies and public policy.

Contributors: Siwan Anderson, Satish K. Arora, 
Andre Beteille, Radhika Chopra, Prem Chowdhry, 
Bernard S. Cohn, Sankar Datta, D. N. Dhanagare, 
S. C. Dube, Patrick Francois, Shanti George, 
Shireen Jejeebhoy, U. Kalpagam, Mahesh Kapila, 
Ashok Kotwal, Anirudh Krishna, Ashwini Kulkarni, 
Krishna Kumar, Peter Lanjouw, John MacDougall, 
Kuldeep Mathur, Adrian Mayer, E. J. Miller,  
V. Nath, Baldev Raj Nayar, William H. Newell, 
Rajni Palriwala, Pradeep Kumar Panda, Sharad 
Pathak, Mahendra Porwal, Nilakantha Rath,  
M. S. A. Rao, Ralph H. Retzlaff, Dayabati Roy, 
Shrimati Jyotirmayee Sarma, A. M. Shah, Abusaleh 
Shariff, Kiranpal Singh, Virpal Singh, Marian W. 
Smith, M. N. Srinivas, T. N. Valunjkar

2018 978-93-5287-198-8 `1500 488 pp Paperback

Industrial Relations  
in India                
Industrial Relations  

Now in Paperback

Towards a New Socio-Political Approach

V. Janardhan, Associate Professor, Department 
of Sociology, University of Hyderabad

With a Foreword by Sharit K. Bhowmik

Cover image: CSIRO, ‘Manually decontaminating cotton before 

processing at an Indian spinning mill’, 2010 (CC BY 3.0; Wikimedia 

Commons)

Cover design: Qualcom Designs and OSDATA
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Janardhan: Industrial Relations in India

Industrial 

India

Relations

in

Towards a New Socio-Political Approach

V. JANARDHAN

With a foreword by Sharit K. Bhowmik

‘Industrial Relations’ (IR) refers to the social relationships that 

people enter into to produce material goods and services. This 

volume focuses on the sociology and politics of the relations 

between management and workforce in the highly statist and 

legalist Indian IR system. 

In an inegalitarian society such as India, the unequal 

relationship between capital and labour leads to inequality and 

strife. Drawing on a broad corpus of literature on capital-labour 

relations, and detailed analyses of case law on retrenchment 

and closures, this book details the roles of various dominant 

institutions of the IR system—managements, unions, and law 

and jurisprudence. The book argues for a new socio-political 

approach to IR, as against the widely prevalent techno-

managerial view, thereby filling a lacuna in the extant literature, 

which is either excessively theoretical—thereby glossing over 

realities such as conflict—or rooted in the Western context.

Students and scholars of sociology, economics and law, and 

organisations working on labour issues in India will find this 

book very useful.

V. Janardhan is Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, 

University of Hyderabad.

This volume focuses on the 
sociology and politics of 
the relations between 
management and the 
workforce, and details the 
highly statist and legalist 
industrial relations ‘system’ 
in India. It discusses the 
role of dominant 
institutions, such as the 
managements, unions, and 
law and jurisprudence in 

the way the system evolved. Drawing on a broad 
corpus of literature on capital-labour relations and 
detailed analyses of case law on retrenchment and 
closures, the volume argues for building and 
strengthening labour unions and an independent 
politics of the working class in India.

Contents: 1. Introducing Industrial Relations 2. 
Review of Theory 3. Law in Industrial Relations 
4. Jurisprudence on Retrenchment and Closure 
5. Bilateral Industrial Relations 6. Concluding 
Commentary

2018 978-93-5287-262-6 `1025 224 pp Paperback

International Trade and 
Industrial Development  
in India         
Industrial Development  

Now in Paperback

Emerging Trends, Patterns and Issues

Edited by C. Veeramani, Professor, Indira 
Gandhi Institute of Development Research, 
Mumbai; and R. Nagaraj, Professor, Indira Gandhi 
Institute of Development Research, Mumbai

With a Foreword by S. Mahendra Dev
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Veeramani and Nagaraj: International Trade and Industrial 

Development in India

Edited by C. VEERAMANI and R. NAGARAJ

With a foreword by S. Mahendra Dev

emerging trends, patterns and issues

INTERNATIONAL 

INDUSTRIAL 

DEVELOPMENT 

TRADE  AND

INDIAIN

This book provides a critical account of the structure and 

performance of India's trade and industrial sectors following the 

economic policy decisions taken during the 1990s. Drawing from 

theory, empirical literature, case studies and econometric 

evaluations, the chapters provide in-depth and wide-ranging 

assessments of how firm, industry, product and country 

characteristics interact to determine trade and industrial 

performance. They study recent trends in manufacturing 

productivity, regional inequality and specialisation in 

manufacturing output, structure and performance of small-scale 

enterprises, and the export performance of agricultural 

commodities to present a tapestry of the Indian experience of 

liberalisation.

The book provides a balanced and updated analysis of various 

emerging issues in the areas of India's trade and industry at macro 

and micro-economic levels. By considering industries and products 

as the units of analysis, this book sets the stage for further case 

studies and econometric analyses using detailed firm- and plant-

level data. This volume will be valuable for students and scholars 

of economics, commerce and development studies.

C. Veeramani is Professor, Indira Gandhi Institute of Development 

Research, Mumbai.

R. Nagaraj is Professor, Indira Gandhi Institute of Development 

Research, Mumbai.

This book provides a 
critical account of the 
structure and performance 
of India’s trade and 
industrial sectors following 
the economic policy 
decisions taken during the 
1990s. Drawing from 
theory, empirical 
literature, case studies and 
econometric evaluations, 
the chapters provide 

in-depth and wide-ranging assessments of how 
firm, industry, product and country characteristics 
interact to determine trade and industrial 
performance. They study recent trends in 
manufacturing productivity, regional inequality and 
specialisation in manufacturing output, structure 
and performance of small-scale enterprises, and 
the export performance of agricultural 
commodities to present a tapestry of the Indian 
experience of liberalisation.

Selected Contents: Part I. General Issues;  
Part II. Sector-Specific Issues 

Contributors:  Prema-chandra Athukorala, 
Yogesh Bhatt, Aditya Bhattacharjea, T. A. Bhavani, 
Rupa Chanda, S. Mahendra Dev, Garima Dhir, 
Bishwanath Goldar, Pralok Gupta, R. Nagaraj, 
R. Rijesh, Madhuri Sarippalle, C. S. C. Sekhar, 
Sreerupa Sengupta, C. Veeramani 

2018 978-93-5287-261-9 `1530 360 pp Paperback

Macroeconomics of the 
Black Economy
Saumen Chattopadhyay, Professor, Zakir 
Husain Centre for Educational Studies, School of 
Social Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New 
Delhi

This book looks at the 
concepts and measures 
of the black economy, its 
sources and mechanisms, 
and its implications for 
development policy for 
the macro-economy as a 
whole. It begins with a 
detailed study of early 
attempts at modelling the 
black economy and then 
incorporates black 

incomes into a model of estimation, thereby 
studying its impact on the government 
expenditure multiplier. We then see the 
implications of the black economy on external 
balance by reformulating the balance of payment 
to study illegalities in exports and imports, and 
illegal flight of capital through hawala and other 
channels in an open economy. The book ends 
with a detailed study of the Indian macro-
economy in the light of these insights.

Contents: 1. Conceptualising Corruption and 
the Black Economy 2. Estimation of Corruption 
and the Black Economy 3. Real Sector and the 
Black Economy 4. Monetary Sector and the Black 
Economy 5. Accounting for Illicit Flows in an Open 
Economy 6. Revisiting the Indian Economy

2018 978-93-5287-281-7 `1530 296 pp Hardback

Post-Growth Thinking in 
India
Towards Sustainable Egalitarian 
Alternatives

Edited by Julien-François Gerber, Assistant 
Professor of Environment and Development at 
the International Institute of Social Studies in The 
Hague, Netherlands, and currently Visiting Faculty 
at the London School of Economics and Political 
Science; and Rajeswari S. Raina, Professor, 
School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Shiv 
Nadar University, Uttar Pradesh

With a Foreword by Stephen A. Marglin

This volume discusses the 
relevance of ‘prosperity 
without growth’, or ‘post 
growth’ for India, at a 
time when grassroots 
alternatives confront and 
question the 
consequences of growth. 
‘Post-growth’ calls for a 
resizing and 
reorganisation of the 
social metabolism that 

would allow societies to live within their ecological 
means, and within democratic, equitable and 
localised economies. 

Selected Contents: Introduction; Part I. Why 
Growth is Not the Answer; Part II. Conceptual 
Concerns and Contexts; Part III. Elements of a 
Post-Growth Programme

Contributors: Rajul Asthana, Ganesh Prasad 
Bagaria, Rajni Bakshi, Kanchan Chopra, Ajay 
Dandekar, Sagar Dhara, Jayati Ghosh, Mansoor 
Khan, Ashish Kothari, Stephen A. Marglin, Joan 
Martínez-Alier, Sukumar Muralidharan, Aditya 
Nigam, Helena Norberg-Hodge, Vandana Shiva, 
Shiv Visvanathan, Vinod Vyasulu

2018 978-93-5287-393-7 `1920 388 pp Hardback
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Right to Food Debates, The 
Social Protection for Food Security in India

Edited by Harsh Mander, Director, Centre 
for Equity Studies, New Delhi; Ashwin 
Parulkar, Senior Researcher, Centre for Policy 
Research, New Delhi; and Ankita Aggarwal, 
Research Scholar, Centre for Equity Studies, and 
Coordinator, Right to Food Campaign, New Delhi

M
IT
RA

Continued from front flap

Each chapter in the volume 
concerns a major debate relevant to 
the food security bill. They also 
include extensive discussions of the 
draft bill formulated in 2011 by the 
National Advisory Council, a body of 
experts that advised the then 
government on social policies and the 
rights of disadvantaged groups. 

A rigorous presentation on debates 
surrounding whether and how to 
legislate access to food, this volume 
will be of interest to scholars and 
researchers in development studies, 
NGOs, and research organisations in 
India and other developing countries.

The Editors 

Harsh Mander is Director, Centre 
for Equity Studies, New Delhi.

Ashwin Parulkar is a Senior 
Researcher, Centre for Policy 
Research, New Delhi.

Ankita Aggarwal is a Coordinator 
of the Right to Food Campaign in 
New Delhi.

Cover design: Swarna Jana

State food provisioning in India had 
been regarded as an instrument of 
social policy since independence. In 
2001, however, following a series of 
starvation deaths in several states, a 
public interest litigation in the 
Supreme Court served as the catalyst 
for extensive debates regarding the 
recognition of the right to food as a 
basic right in India. This process 
culminated in the passage of the 
National Food Security Act in 2013. 
The Right to Food Debates lays out the 
principal arguments offered in the 
years leading up to the final Act by 
academics, policymakers and 
government officials, and prominent 
civil society groups such as the Right 
to Food Campaign.

The first part of the book lays out the 
concepts, scope, and the international
context relevant to the Indian food 
security debates. Part II discusses 
questions relating to specific aspects 
such as universal versus targeted 
entitlements, the process of selection
of beneficiaries, conditionalities and 
cash transfers. Part III focuses on the 
methods for ensuring food security, 
and the needs of vulnerable 
populations such as children and 
women. Part IV deals with 
enforcement and transparency 
mechanisms, including victim 
support, and the imposition of fines 
and penalties on errant officers.

                             Continued on back flap

The Contributors

Mander, Parulkar, Aggarwal: The Right to Food Debates

www.orientblackswan.com
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WARISHA FARASAT

SAJJAD HASSAN
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AMOD SHAH

SABA SHARMA

the Right to Food Debates
Social Protection for Food Security in India

M
ander

Parulkar
Aggarwal

THE
RIGHT

TO
FOOD

DEBATES

ISBN 978-93-5287-284-8

Edited by
Harsh Mander

Ashwin Parulkar
Ankita Aggarwal

State food provisioning in 
India had been regarded 
as an instrument of social 
policy since 
independence. In 2001, 
however, following a 
series of starvation 
deaths in several states, a 
public interest litigation in 
the Supreme Court 
served as the catalyst for 
extensive debates 

regarding the recognition of the right to food as a 
basic right in India. This process culminated in the 
passage of the National Food Security Act in 
2013. The Right to Food Debates lays out the 
principal arguments offered in the years leading 
up to the final act by academics, policymakers 
government officials, and prominent civil society 
groups.

Contents:  Introduction; 1. Duty of the State to 
Provision Food as Social Protection 2. Coverage 
of the National Food Security Bill 3. Scope of 
the National Food Security Bill 4. Universal or 
Targeted Entitlements 5. Selection for Targeted 
Entitlements 6. Conditionalities  7. Cash Transfers 
or Transfers in Kind 8. Ways by which States can 
Ensure Food Security 9. Starvation 10. Children 
11. Malnutrition 12. Cooked Food Vs Ready-to-
Eat Meals and Commercial Interests 13. Gender-
Just Food Entitlements 14. Vulnerable Groups 
15. Reforming Delivery 16. Enforcement and 
Grievance Redressal 17. Victim Support 18. Fines, 
Penalties and Compensation 19. Accountability and 
Transparency 20. Duty Bearers 21. Financing the 
Right to Food

Contributors: Ankita Aggarwal, Warisha Farasat, 
Sajjad Hassan, Harsh Mander, Ashwin Parulkar, 
Amod Shah, Saba Sharma

2018 978-93-5287-284-8 `2130 468 pp Hardback

Writings of Jandhyala B. G. 
Tilak, The 
Dilemmas in Reforming Higher Education 
in India 

SERIES: COLLECTED WRITINGS

Jandhyala B. G. Tilak, Distinguished Professor, 
Council for Social Development, New Delhi

With a Foreword by Yogesh Atal

 Put together in this volume is a collection of 
insightful essays on various aspects of higher 

education in India by one of the foremost scholars 
on the subject in the country. 

—N. Jayaram, Former Professor, Tata Institute 
of Social Sciences, Mumbai; Director, Institute for 

Social and Economic Change, Bangalore

Orient BlackSwan
Tilak: The Writings of Jandhyala B. G. Tilak

Jandhyala B. G. Tilak
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Dilemmas in Reforming

Higher Education in India

With a Foreword by Yogesh Atal

Orient BlackSwanOrient BlackSwan

Cover photograph:

Cover design:

Jandhyala B. G. Tilak

OSDATA, Hyderabad

Why is public higher education important?

How can a country as economically and

socially diverse as India ensure the growth

and prosperity of its population through a

robust public higher education system?

which includes a short selection of

writings of Jandhyala B. G. Tilak, brings

together scholarly, critical articles written

over a period of about a quarter

century—a period marked by

revolutionary changes in the history of

higher education around the world—and

discusses how higher education, a valuable

and special public good, can counter the

many tensions between tradition and

modernity.

Exploring the issue of whether higher

education is a ‘public good’, these essays

by a leading academic and scholar of

education in the country trace several

direct and indirect social benefits that are

commonly overlooked, and highlight the

several inadequacies in our system. The

author argues that the chronic shortage of

public funds for higher education, and the

widespread introduction of neo-liberal

economic policies and globalisation in

every sector has displaced this cherished

view of higher education as a public good,

legitimising its sale and purchase instead.

Contemplating  a few significant

contemporary policy issues such as the

Dilemmas in Reforming Higher Education

in India,

financing of higher education—should

education be a State-funded activity or be

given over to market forces, privatisation,

its impact on poverty, economic growth

and human development, the author lays

out insightful policy discourses in the

Indian context.

This important collection addresses some

of the crucial and daunting challenges that

India and many other nations confront in

the twenty-first century. It will be valuable

to scholars and researchers in the fields of

education, public policy and public

administration.

is Distinguished

Professor, Council for Social Development,

New Delhi. He was formerly Professor,

National University of Educational Planning

and Administration, New Delhi.

Jandhyala B. G. Tilak

Continued on back flap

Continued from front flap In probably the most comprehensive review of higher education policy in

India ever written, the leading expert Jandhyala B. G. Tilak offers  a story

from [higher education’s] earliest development, through its impacts on

economic development, to current trends toward privatization …. The book,

easy to read, provides essential insights for all working on … higher

education in India, as well as useful insights for the developing world ….

Professor of Economics and Professor of Education Emeritus

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, USA

Tilak’s treatment of education policy in general, and India in particular, is

masterful …. The fact that learning and research have together contributed

to developing human capital is not fully appreciated in many quarters. Nor

do we often realize how counter-productive it is not to spread access to

education universally. For all those who are interested in issues such as this,

Tilak’s book is a must [and] will be character transforming.

Former Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru University

Put together in this volume is a collection of insightful essays on various

aspects of higher education in India by one of the foremost scholars on the

subject in the country.

Former Professor, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai

Director, Institute for Social and Economic Change, Bangalore

Jandhyala B. G. Tilak is recognised internationally as the premier analyst of

higher education in India. His essays … provide an illuminating and insightful

perspective on a period of enormous growth and change in India’s university

system.

Vida Jacks Professor of Education

Stanford University, California, USA

Walter W. McMahon

Dipankar Gupta

N. Jayaram

Martin Carnoy

Why is public higher 
education critical? How 
can a country as 
socio-economically 
diverse as India ensure 
the growth and prosperity 
of its people through a 
robust public education 
system? Eminent scholar 
Jandhyala B. G. Tilak 
argues that the chronic 
shortage of public funds 

for higher education, and the introduction of 
neo-liberal economic policies and globalisation in 
every sector, has displaced the cherished view of 
higher education as a valuable and unique public 
good, instead legitimising its sale and purchase. In 
this collection of 15 critical articles he discusses 
how higher education can counter the many 
tensions between tradition and modernity.

Selected Contents: Introduction: Dilemmas 
in Reforming Higher Education in India; Part I. 
Higher Education, Equity and Development; Part II. 
Financing of Higher Education; Part III. Privatisation 
of Higher Education; Part IV. Policy Perspectives 
and Perplexities

2018 978-93-5287-279-4 `2370 552 pp Hardback

Youth Migration in Emerging 
India
Trends, Challenges and Opportunities

Edited by S. Irudaya Rajan, Professor, Centre 
for Development Studies, Trivandrum; and 
P. Sivakumar, Assistant Professor, Department 
of Development Studies, Rajiv Gandhi National 
Institute of Youth Development, Chennai

YOUTH MIGRATION 
IN EMERGING INDIA

Trends, Challenges and Opportunities

Edited by
S. Irudaya Rajan and P. Sivakumar

Irudaya Rajan, Sivakumar: Youth Migration in Emerging India
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In this context, young people 
themselves become a pull factor for 
migration, as the remittances they send 
home improve both their economic 
prospects and the Indian economy.

The book focuses on several aspects of The book focuses on several aspects of 
youth migration, ranging from distress 
migration to Indian cities for survival 
to the voluntary move made by affluent, to the voluntary move made by affluent, 
urban Indians for higher education 
abroad. Also studied are the latest 
National Youth Policies of the 
government, which identifies migrant 
youth as a target group.

An important contribution to the area 
of youth and migration studies, this of youth and migration studies, this 
volume will be useful to students and 
scholars of migration studies, 
development studies, public policy and 
planning, and policy think tanks.

S. Irudaya Rajan is Professor, Centre 
for Development Studies, Trivandrum.

PP. Sivakumar is Assistant Professor, 
Department of Development Studies, 
Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth 
Development, Chennai.
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Soumi Mukherjee

Amba Pande

S. Irudaya Rajan

Pinak Sarkar

P. Sivakumar

Anusha Thallam

Migration is a natural 
outcome when society 
faces a shortage of 
resources or 
opportunities. While 
migration in India has been 
studied extensively, these 
discussions often do not 
include young people. 
Youth Migration in Emerging 
India focuses on several 
aspects of youth migration, 

ranging from distress migration to Indian cities for 
survival to the voluntary move made by affluent, 
urban Indians for higher education abroad. Also 
studied are the latest National Youth Policies of 
the government.

Contents: Introduction; 1. Associated Reasons of 
Internal Migration in India 2. Regional Disparity and 
Youth Migration in India with Special Focus on the 

EAG States 3. Outmigration of Young People and 
its Role in Diversifying Livelihoods in Rural India 
4. Is Youth Migration Only a Survival Strategy? 
5. Costs and Benefits of Outmigration of Young 
People from Rural West Bengal 6. Migration and 
Vector-borne Diseases 7. Sustainability Quotient 
of Student Migration in Various Metropolises of 
India 8. Youth Migration for Education from the 
North-eastern Region to the Different States of 
India 9. Indian Students’ Migration 10. International 
Migration for Higher Education 

Contributors: K. K. Bagchi, Nibedita Bayen,  
R. B. Bhagat, Rikil Chyrmang, K. C. Das, Ausmita 
Dey, Nandan Kumar, Rajnish Kumar, So-E-Mi 
Kyndiah, Udaya S. Mishra, Soumi Mukherjee, 
Mayumi Murayama, Fumiko Oshikawa, Amba 
Pande, Pinak Sarkar, Anusha Thallam

2018 978-93-5287-389-0 `1585 328 pp Hardback

Decentralisation, 
Governance and 
Development
An Indian Perspective

Pranab Kumar Das, Associate Professor of 
Economics, Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, 
Calcutta

With a Foreword by Dilip Mookherjee

CMYK

India believed it could take development 

closer to its people, make the government 

more accountable, and empower women 

and oppressed communities through 

decentralisationȯthe provision of 

political and financial autonomy at the 

local level through the three-tier 

Panchayati �aj structure.

Fifteen years after the 73rd and 7Śth 

�mendments that brought in this 

innovation, what is the performance of 

the local government in India? 

�ecentra�isationǰ 	overnance and 

�eve�opment provides a comprehensive 

assessment that answers this question.

Drawing from the e¡amples of the two 

states where decentralisation has been 

most successfulȯKerala and West 

Bengalȯthis volume e¡plores the causes 

and effects of failures in implementation 

and issues of governance. These essays 

by scholars from diverse disciplines, as 

well as policymakers and practitioners, 

will equip readers with both a theoretical 

understanding of the issues concerning 

local government, and the practical 

problems of designing and implementing 

policy framework in the field. 

This book will be useful to students and 

scholars of development studies, 

economics, political science and 

sociology, and public servants and 

policymakers.

   
Das: Decentralisation, Governance and Development

Decentralisation, 
Governance and 
Development

Edited by PranaC ,Vmar %as
With a foreword by %iMiQ Mookherjee
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PARTICIPATION AT THE CROSSROADS
Decentralisation and Water Politics in West Bengal 

Bhaskar $hakraCarti

DEVELOPMENT, DECENTRALISATION AND DEMOCRACY 
"sh Narain 3oy and GeorHe MatheX (&ds)

DEVELOPMENT NARRATIVES
Walking the Field in Rural West Bengal 

%iQankar Sinha

DECENTRALISATION AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 
e Indian Experience 

5. 3. 3aHhVnandan (&d.)

�ra�ab 
��ar �as is �ssociate 

Professor of �conomics, Centre for 

Studies in Social Sciences, Calcutta.

Cover image: ȁ�pen Panchayat �ear �arsingarh,

MP, IndiaȂ by Suyash Dwivedi ǻCC-B�-S� Ś.Ŗ;

Wikimedia CommonsǼ

Cover design: Qualcom Designs

ISBN 978-93-86296-88-7

This book provides a 
comprehensive assessment of 
the performance of the 
Panchayati Raj Institution in 
India. Drawing from the 
examples of Kerala and West 
Bengal, where 
decentralisation has been 
most successful, this volume 
explores the causes and 
effects of failures in 
implementation and issues of 

governance. These essays by scholars from diverse 
disciplines, as well as policymakers and practitioners, 
will equip readers with both a theoretical 
understanding of the issues concerning local 
government and the practical problems of designing 
and implementing policy framework in the field. 

Selected Contents: Introduction; Part I. Macro 
Policy Environment; Part II. Micro Level Studies; 
Part III. Performance Appraisal and Electoral 
Outcome 

Contributors: Yamini Aiyar, Achin Chakraborty, 
Anirvan Chowdhury, D. Narayana, Polly Datta, 
Pranab Kumar Das, Ambrish Dongre, Buddhadeb 
Ghosh, Dilip Ghosh, Saibal Kar, Manabi Majumdar, 
Sugata Marjit, Marine Mukherjee, Subrata 
Mukherjee, Vivekananda Mukherjee, Chiranjib 
Neogi, Indira Rajaraman, Abhirup Sarkar, Dipankar 
Sinha

2017 978-93-86296-88-7 `1890 312 pp Hardback
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Economic Analysis of 
Agrarian Institutions
The Case of Tenancy

Binoy Goswami, Assistant Professor of 
Economics, Department of Economics, South 
Asian University, New Delhi

With a Foreword by Ramesh Chand
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Orient BlackSwan with a Foreword by
Ramesh Chand

Goswami: Economic Analysis of Agrarian Institutions
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Factors of production, for instance,

land and labour, can contribute to

agricultural growth only if the agrarian

institutional set-up is conducive to

production and productivity. One of

the most important agrarian

institutions is tenancy, and

takes a

fresh look at the issue of tenancy

relations and its implications for

agrarian development in the context of

the changing agro-economic

environment of the rural economy.

Through an extensive field study in

four districts of the northeastern state

of Assam, the author studies the nature

of the existing tenancy arrangements in

the state and analyses its implications,

mainly economic, for agricultural

development. This book studies the

efficiency / inefficiency implications of

tenancy contracts on cultivation and

agricultural development from a

broader perspective.

The author considers how efficiently

land is utilised by farmers under

different tenancy contracts, in terms of

the adoption of land productivity

enhancing practices such as cropping

intensity, crop diversification, area

under high-yielding varieties of rice;

and the sustainability implications of

various forms of tenancy.

Economic

Analysis of Agrarian Institutions

Involving both quantitative and

qualitative research, this book also

details the changes that the rural

economy has undergone in recent

decades. Keeping in mind the changing

agro-economic realities of the Indian

countryside, it also highlights the

various problems with the existing

tenancy law, and suggests reforms that

will benefit farmers and lead to both

the sustainable use of land and overall

agricultural development.

This book will be of interest to students

and researchers of economics and

agricultural studies, and policymakers

and agricultural research organisations.

is Assistant Professor

of Economics, Faculty of Economics,

South Asian University, New Delhi.

Binoy Goswami
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Decentralisation and Water Politics in West Bengal

An Indian Perspective

India's National Rural Employment Guarantee Act

PARTICIPATION AT THE CROSSROADS

Bhaskar Chakrabarti

DECENTRALISATION, GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT

Pranab Kumar Das (ed.)

POLITICS AND THE RIGHT TO WORK

Rob Jenkins and James Manor

ISBN  978 93 5287 090 5

9 789352 870905

Economic Analysis of 
Agrarian Institutions takes a 
fresh look at tenancy 
relations and its 
implications for agrarian 
development in the 
changing agro-economic 
environment of the Indian 
rural economy. Through 
an extensive field study in 
four districts of the 
north-eastern state of 

Assam, the author studies the nature of the existing 
tenancy arrangements in the state and analyses their 
impact in terms of their efficiency or inefficiency in 
relation to cultivation and agricultural development 
from a broader perspective.

Contents: 1. Introduction  2. Tenancy Relations 
in India: Historical Perspective 3. A Sketch of 
Assam’s Agrarian Set-up 4. The Current Tenancy 
Situation in Assam 5. Implications of Tenancy 
Arrangements 6. Beyond Tenancy: Contemporary 
Agro-Economic Environment 7. Conclusion and 
Policy Implications 

2017 978-93-5287-090-5 `1305 192 pp Hardback

Hastening Slowly 
India’s Industrial Growth in the Era of 
Economic Reforms

M. Suresh Babu, Associate Professor, 
Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, 
Indian Institute of Technology, Madras

With a Foreword by K. L. Krishna

Post-Independence India’s diverse 
economy witnessed major changes in 
the 1990s, most of which were aimed 
at changing the industrial landscape. 
As the control and command of the 
state were diluted, competitive market 
conditions were expected to take their 
place and enhance output growth in the 
manufacturing sector.

Hastening Slowly is a comprehensive 
analysis of the changes in the market 
structure and performance of Indian 
manufacturing industries since the onset 
of these policy changes. With in-depth 
analyses of market structure, market 
power and performance, competition 
and entry barriers, regional industrial 
growth patterns, and econometric 
substantiation, the author argues that 
market power does exist. The author 
also identifies and quantifies the major 
entry barriers—the biggest hindrance to 
the competitive process—strategically 
erected by firms in the Indian context. 

Finally, the book briefly studies the 
productivity of major industries and 
regional inequality in the manufacturing 
sector. The author shows that there 
has been no substantial improvement 
in productivity, and that inequality 
across regions is widening. He also 
shows that unorganised manufacturing 
has performed better than organised 
manufacturing.

Continued from front flap

This meticulously-researched work, 
applicable not only to India but to any 
late industrialising country, is a pertinent 
contribution to the literature on economic 
policy and thought. Students and scholars 
of economics, management studies and 
development studies will find the book 
interesting.

M. Suresh Babu is Associate Professor, 
Department of Humanities and Social 
Sciences, Indian Institute of Technology, 
Madras.

Babu: Hastening Slowly

www.orientblackswan.com

Hastening Slow
ly: India’s Industrial Grow

th in 
the Era of Economic REFORMS

Ba
bu

‘Hastening Slowly is topical and timely. It addresses the slowdown in 
India’s recent growth, noted by Central Statistical Office in its Press Note 
of 31 August 2017, by examining the evidence on barriers to entry of firms 
and on trends in Total Factor Productivity Growth from the national and 
regional perspectives. Its finding of missing dynamics in India’s industrial 
performance, in particular in its unorganised sector, would find many 
supporters.’

T. N. SRINIVASAN, Samuel C Park, Jr. Professor Emeritus of Economics, 
Economic Growth Center, Yale University

‘Suresh Babu engages effectively with the question most asked since 1991: 
“Why is progress in manufacturing tardy in India despite the economic 
reforms?” The evaluation of performance in this study is marked for the use 
of indicators based on economic theory and measured through best-practice 
econometrics.’

PULAPRE BALAKRISHNAN, Professor of Economics, Ashoka University, Sonipat;
Senior Fellow, IIM Kozhikode

‘Addressing the argument that trade liberalisation and deregulation would 
spur competition, encourage modernisation and improve productivity and 
export competitiveness, this book provides a comprehensive assessment of 
post-reform industrialisation in India. Combining rigorous empirical analysis 
with insights from theory, it argues that, after 25 years, outcome indicators do 
not support the case for neoliberal economic reform.’

C. P. CHANDRASEKHAR, Professor, Centre for Economic Studies and Planning, 
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Cover image: www.pexels.com
Cover design: Shrinivas M. Rao Continued on back flap
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 Suresh Babu engages 
effectively with the 
question most asked since 
1991: “Why is progress in 
manufacturing tardy in 
India despite the economic 
reforms?” The evaluation 
of performance in this 
study is marked for the 
use of indicators based on 
economic theory and 
measured through 

best-practice econometrics.

—Pulapre Balakrishnan, Professor of 
Economics, Ashoka University, Sonipat 

Senior Fellow, IIM Kozhikode

Contents: 1. Introduction 2. Analysing Industrial 
Performance: Perspectives and the Policy 

Environment 3. Market Power and Competition 
in the Manufacturing Sector 4. Evidence on Entry 
Barriers 5. Total Factor Productivity Growth in 
Indian Manufacturing 6. The Growing Unorganised 
Manufacturing Sector 7. Trends in Regional 
Industrial Growth 8. Industrial Performance: The 
Missing Dynamism? 9. The Postlude 

2017 978-93-5287-078-3 `1560 256 pp Hardback

Including the Socially 
Excluded
India’s Experience with Caste, Gender and 
Poverty

Rahul Ramagundam teaches at the Centre for 
the Study of Social Exclusion and Inclusive Policy, 
Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi

This volume explores the 
inter-linkages between 
social exclusion and poverty 
in rural north India. Social 
exclusion is understood as a 
pervasive phenomenon, 
making its presence felt in 
daily village life and national 
politics alike. Inclusion is 
seen more as a 
concentrated effort by state 
and non-state actors to 

include the socially excluded into the mainstream 
by means of empowerment and education. This 
volume is an outcome of the author’s decade-long 
fieldwork and grassroots activism.

Contents: Introduction; 1. The Theme of Social 
Exclusion 2. Representation and Empowerment: 
A Field-view of the 2005 Bihar Election from
the Perspective of the Excluded 3. Is Culture 
the Culprit? 4. ‘We Shall Be Educated, If There 
Is Irrigation’: Complexities in Natural Resource 
Management; Irrigation Infrastructure in Gaya 
5. Dealings in Satyagraha and Lending the Land: 
Patterns in Ideology and Institution-Building in
the Inclusive Initiative of the Bhudan Movement 
6. Sustaining the School: NGO Intervention in 
Rural Primary Education and its Sustainability
7. Child Labour in Sitamarhi: Educational 
Apparatus and Attainment 8. Faith in Females:
Panchayats in Bihar—A Study of Two Regions 
9. When the Excluded Are Sought to Be Included: 
The Self-Help Group Initiative in Linking the Poor 
into Institutionalised Indebtedness

2017 978-93-8639-244-2 `1585 320 pp Hardback

India’s Aged
Needs and Vulnerabilities

Edited by Udaya S. Mishra, Professor, Centre 
for Development Studies, Trivandrum, Kerala; 
and S. Irudaya Rajan, Professor, Centre for 
Development Studies, Trivandrum, Kerala

This book comprises timely discussions 
surrounding the most vulnerable aspects of elderly 
life—health and well being, under the evolving 

circumstance of economic 
and societal transition. The 
issues raised and discussed 
here relate to (a) whether 
the nature of living 
arrangements has a bearing 
on health outcomes and 
perceptions of the elderly, 
and (b) whether the real 
or perceived economic 
dependence of the elderly 
is illusive and if financial 
vulnerability in old age is 
conditioned by translation 

of capabilities into functioning. 

Contents: Aging: A Global Reality and a 
Developmental Concern; 1. Changing Economic 
Dependence of the Indian Elderly 2. Dependency 
in the Elderly in India 3. Population Ageing and 
Household Health Spending in India 4. Healthcare 
Utilisation among the Elderly in India 5. Disability-
Free Life Expectancy among the Elderly 6. Living 
Arrangements of the Elderly in India: Issues and 
Implications 7. Are Elderly Living with Family in 
Good Health? 8. Living Arrangements and the 
Health of the Elderly in India 9. Life Satisfaction 
among the Elderly in Kerala 10. Food and 
Nutritional Security among the Aged in India

Contributors: Anjana A., T. R. Dilip, William 
Joe, Anil Kumar, Sanjay K. Mohanty, Syam Prasad, 
S. Siva Raju, Shalini Rudra, Tannistha Samanta, 
Akanksha Srivastava, S. Sunitha

2017 978-93-8668-957-3 `1585 272 pp Hardback

Kerala Modernity
Ideas, Spaces and Practices in Transition

Edited by Satheese Chandra Bose, Assistant 
Professor, Department of Political Science, 
Government Sanskrit College, Pattambi; Shiju 
Sam Varughese, Assistant Professor, Centre 
for Studies in Science, Technology and Innovation 
Policy, School of Social Sciences, Central 
University of Gujarat, Gandhinagar

With a Foreword by Gopal Guru

 The volume is indeed a 
collection of 
methodologically grounded 
research work undertaken 
by scholars across wide 
disciplines. This enhances 
the utility of the book 
especially for an 
interdisciplinary work on 
Kerala society…. It puts 
forward some of the 
unexplored domains in the 

discourse of Kerala Modernity. It reminds the 
reader about some of the unknown and forgotten 
past of Kerala history which gives the present 
generation the reason as to why certain things are 
the way they are in Kerala.

—Sociological Bulletin, 65 (1),  
January–April 2016, pp. 135–56
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Contents: Introduction: Situating an Unbound 
Region; 1. The Routes of Pepper 2. Colonial 
Intellectuals, Public Sphere and the Promises of 
Modernity 3. (Re)construction of ‘the Social’ 
for Making a Modern Kerala 4. Port Building 
and Urban Modernity 5. At the End of the 
Story 6. Contemporaneity and the Collective 
7. The Politics of Sexuality and Caste 8. Attukal 
Pongala 9. The Pipe Dreams of Development 
10. Archaeology and the New Imaginations of the 
Past

2017 978-93-86392-65-7 `1530 256 pp Paperback
2015 978-81-250-5722-2 `1690 256 pp Hardback

Banking on Words
The Failure of Language in the Age of 
Derivative Finance

Arjun Appadurai is Goddard Professor in 
Media, Culture and Communication, New York 
University  

 The route Appadurai takes to lay out his 
argument is not for those who like no more than 
an occasional dip in the social sciences … for 
those who withstand the arduous journey there 
is the reward of a much-needed multidisciplinary 
approach to understand a crisis whose effects are 
still being felt around the world. 

—Narendar Pani in The Hindu
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Renowned scholar Arjun Appadurai

argues that the economic collapse of

2008, while indeed spurred on by greed,

ignorance, weak regulation, and

irresponsible risk-taking, was ultimately

a failure of language. To prove this

point, he takes us into the world of

derivative finance, which is now the

core of contemporary trading and the

primary target of blame for the collapse.

Through his incisive analysis,

Appadurai draws on thinkers such as

J. L. Austin, Marcel Mauss, and Max

Weber as theoretical guides to showcase

the ways language—and particular

failures in it—paved the way for ruin.

He also

highlights the importance of

derivatives in contemporary finance,

isolating them as the core technical

innovation that markets have

produced.

shows that derivatives are

essentially written contracts about

the future prices of assets—they

are, crucially, a promise.

pinpoints one crucial feature of

derivatives (seen especially in

the housing market)—that they

function as complicated promises

that are used to speculate on the

probability of others not keeping

their promises—and details how

this feature spread like a contagion

through the market.

With his characteristic clarity,

Appadurai explains one of the most

complicated aspects of our modern

�

�

�
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economy, and makes the critical link

between the numerical force of money

and the linguistic force of what we say

we will do with it.

will be of

considerable interest to scholars and

students of cultural and social

anthropology, economics, and language

and linguistics.

is the Goddard

Professor of Media, Culture, and

Communication at New York University

and a senior fellow of the Institute for

Public Knowledge.

Banking on Words

ARJUN APPADURAI

Cover design: OSDATA, Hyderabad

Original Price: US $67.50

Special Indian Price: 695/-`

ISBN  978 81 250 6075 8

9 788125 060758

‘In , Professor Appadurai applies the tools of

anthropology and points out that the modern world of financial

derivatives, and for that matter all modern contracts, operate in a

“marketplace of promises”. Each promise leverages on an earlier one and

invites us to look at the rich stock of narratives, scripts and stories that

creates and legitimizes this market. This book would be useful for

business analysts and economists who seek to understand the

underpinnings of our modern, financialized world.’

Founder, Rediff.com

‘Drawing on the writings of Durkheim, Mauss and Weber, Appadurai

delves into the linguistic origins of promissory finance to shed fascinating

new light on the financial crisis of 2007–08. An invigoratory

read—erudite and crisp.’

Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer

IDFC Bank

‘Building on the twin traditions of Mauss/Austin, Appadurai has created

a modern classic, a timely gift to the radical critique of economics.

keeps its word, its promise of a classical analysis of

the economic collapse of 2008.’

, Professor and Vice Dean

Centre for the Study of Science, Society and Sustainability

Jindal School of Government and Public Policy

Sonipet, Haryana

Banking on Words

Banking on Words

AJIT BALAKRISHNAN

RAJIV LALL

SHIV VISVANATHAN

In this provocative look at 
one of the most important 
events of our time, Arjun 
Appadurai argues that the 
economic collapse of 
2008—while indeed 
spurred on by greed, 
ignorance, weak regulation 
and irresponsible 
risk-taking—was, 
ultimately, a failure of 
language. To prove this 

sophisticated point, he takes us into the world of 
derivative finance. With incisive argumentation, he 
analyses this challengingly technical world, drawing 
on thinkers such as J. L. Austin, Marcel Mauss and 
Max Weber as theoretical guides.

Contents:  1. The Logic of Promissory Finance 
2. The Entrepreneurial Ethic and the Spirit 
of Financialism 3. The Ghost in the Financial 
Machine  4. The Sacred Market 5. Sociality, 
Uncertainty, and Ritual 6. The Charismatic 
Derivative 7. The Wealth of Dividuals 8. The 
Global Ambitions of Finance 9. The End of the 
Contractual Promise 

2016 978-81-250-6075-8 `1680 188 pp Hardback
Rights: Restricted

Participation at the 
Crossroads
Decentralisation and Water Politics in 
West Bengal 

Bhaskar Chakrabarti, Professor, Public Policy 
and Management, IIM Calcutta, West Bengal

With a Foreword by Graham Sansom

CMYK

There is a trend the world over to make 

governments more accountable and 

responsive to local people through 

decentralisation of authority. Such an 

effort is aimed at overcoming inefficient 

allocation of natural resources by 

centrally administered agencies. The 

objective is to encourage participation of 

people in the decision-making process at 

the grassroots level. In India, the 73rd 

constitutional amendment of 1992 

decentralised agriculture, irrigation and 

management of drinking water to the 

Panchayats. In West Bengal, the 

Panchayats were revitalised much before 

the constitutional amendment, soon after 

the Left Front government came to 

power.  

While the initial phase of Left Front rule 

saw enthusiastic participation by the 

village poor, when the water crisis 

reached a peak during the last years of 

Left Front rule, relatively few people in 

villages took part in government-

sponsored initiatives. This leads to the 

core question: Why do more people not 

participate? Why are small cultivators 

and agricultural labourers, who are most 

profoundly affected by decisions 

regarding water management, even less 

inclined to be involved in decision-

making?

Participation at the Crossroads discusses 

decentralised governance and the politics 

of water management in India, with 

Chakrabarti: Participation at the Crossroads

Also from Orient BlackSwan

WATER
Growing Understanding, Emerging Perspectives

Mihir Shah and P. S. Vijayshankar (eds)

PIPE POLITICS, CONTESTED WATERS
Embedded Infrastructures of Millennial Mumbai

Lisa Bjorkman

THE SOCIO-CULTURAL CONTEXT OF WATER
Study of a Gujarat Village

Farhat Naz
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specific focus on West Bengal. Through 

fieldwork in villages during the last years 

of Left Front rule in the state, the author 

highlights the little studied aspect of 

local participation in decision-making 

processes relating to allocation of water. 

Through his case studies, the author 

shows how the unavailability of water is 

causing small cultivators to turn away 

from agriculture; the reasons behind the 

low turnout of small cultivators and 

agricultural labourers at village 

meetings; and how political interference 

at various levels in decentralisation 

creates problems, often leading to a 

skewed access to water.

This timely and important book will be 

very useful to students and scholars of 

development studies, political science, 

public administration, anthropology, and 

sociology. It will also be invaluable to 

practitioners working in the fields of 

water policy and rural management.

Bhaskar Chakrabarti is Professor, Public 

Policy and Management Group, Indian 

Institute of Management Calcutta, 

Kolkata.
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PARTICIPATION 
at the 

CROSSROADS
Decentralisation and Water Politics 

in West Bengal

BHASKAR CHAKRABARTI

ISBN 978-81-250-6308-7

With a Foreword by 
G S

This volume discusses 
decentralised governance 
and the politics of water 
management in India, with 
a specific focus on West 
Bengal. While the initial 
years of Left Front rule 
saw enthusiastic 
participation by the village 
poor, today, when the 
water crisis has reached a 
peak, relatively few people 

in villages take part in government-sponsored 
initiatives. This leads to the core question: Why do 
more people not participate? Why are small 
cultivators and agricultural labourers, who are 
most profoundly affected by decisions regarding 
water management, even less inclined to 
participate in the decision-making process? 
Through his case studies, the author shows how 
the unavailability of water is causing small 
cultivators to turn away from agriculture; the 
reasons behind the low turnout of small cultivators 
and agricultural labourers at village meetings; and 
how political interference at various levels in the 
decentralisation process creates problems in local 
participation and decision-making.

Contents:  1. Introduction 2. The Study Area and 
Fieldwork Experience 3. Panchayati Raj: Political 
Context and Local Control of Water 4. Conflict 
within the Ruling Party for Control of Water 
5. Local Control of Water by the Opposition 
6. Water Conflict between the Ruling Party and 
the Opposition 7. Conclusion

2016 978-81-250-6308-7 `1530 156 pp Hardback

Politics and the Right to 
Work
India’s National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act 

Rob Jenkins, Professor of Political Science 
at Hunter College and The Graduate Center, 
City University of New York; James Manor,
the Emeka Anyaoku Professor Emeritus of 
Commonwealth Studies at the School of Advanced 
Study, University of London

Politics and the Right to Work offers a detailed 
analysis of the politics surrounding NREGA: 
the model of political action that motivated its 
architects, the public advocacy and parliamentary 
maneuvering involved in its passage, the political 
dynamics shaping implementation at state and local 

levels, the institutional constraints on reforming 
how it operates, and its complex impacts on the 
political capacities of poor people.

India’s 
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‘A first-rate book. Conceptually lucid, empirically rich and crisply 

written, it provides an excellent analysis of the origins, development 

and implementation of India’s National Rural Employment Guarantee 

Act, the largest public works programme in the world. The book will 

be of tremendous interest to students and scholars of Indian politics, 

social policy and the political economy of development.’

SANJAY RUPARELIA, Associate Professor of Politics

New School of Social Research, New York

‘A magisterial work on India’s National Rural Employment Guarantee 

Act, a major departure in India’s development trajectory, and much 

talked about in India and among development professionals globally. 

It is a valuable contribution to the understanding of India’s adoption of 

this rights-based development programme, the politics and processes of 

the implementation and its overall impacts on the deepening of Indian 

democracy. It also has great value for scholars of comparative 

perspectives on development.’

ASHOK PANKAJ, Professor 

Council for Social Development, New Delhi

Jenkins and Manor: Politics and the Right to Work

www.orientblackswan.com

ISBN  978 93 86296 77 1

9 789386 296771

India’s National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Act (NREGA), passed in 

2005, has been among the developing 

world’s most ambitious anti-poverty 

initiatives. By ‘guaranteeing’ 100 days 

of work annually to every rural 

household, NREGA has sought to 

advance the Indian constitution’s 

commitment to securing citizens’ 

‘right to work’.

Politics and the Right to Work offers a 

detailed analysis of the politics 

surrounding NREGA: the approach to 

political change that informed its design, 

the public advocacy and parliamentary 

tactics involved in its passage, the 

political dynamics shaping 

implementation at state and local levels, 

the institutional constraints on reforming 

how NREGA operates, and its complex 

impacts on the political capacities of 

poor people.

Based on their extensive—primarily 

qualitative—field research, the authors 

examine how rights are being redefined 

to promote pro-poor development and 

the challenges of making states more 

accountable to their most disadvantaged 

citizens. Their analysis of the politics of 

NREGA provides a window into the 

inner workings of Indian democracy and 

the complex character of the Indian state 

Continued on back flap

Continued from front flap

Cover image: Workers after a day repairing 

irrigation infrastructure at an NREGA work site

in Southern Rajasthan. Photograph by Rob Jenkins 

as it seeks to improve the country s 

social welfare provision to match its 

growing economic strength.

This book will be invaluable to scholars 

and students of political science, social 

policy, and the political economy of 

development.

ROB JENKINS is Professor of Political 

Science at Hunter College and The 

Graduate Center, City University of 

New York.

JAMES MANOR is the Emeka Anyaoku 

Professor Emeritus of Commonwealth 

Studies at the School of Advanced 

Study, University of London.

’
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Special Indian price: ` 795.00

 A first-rate book. 
Conceptually lucid, 
empirically rich and crisply 
written, it provides an 
excellent analysis of the 
origins, development and 
implementation of India’s 
National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act, the largest 
public works programme in 
the world. The book will be 
of tremendous interest to 

students and scholars of Indian politics, social 
policy and the political economy of development. 

—Sanjay Ruparelia, Associate Professor of 
Politics, New School of Social Research,  

New York

Contents: 1. Introduction 2. Act of Creation: 
The Content and Origins of NREGA 3. All Politics 
is ‘Local’? NREGA Implementation and Multilevel 
Governance 4. State Politics and NREGA I: 
Rajasthan 5. State Politics and NREGA II: Madhya 
Pradesh 6. NREGA’s Impact on the Material 
Well-Being and Political Capacity of Poor People 
7. NREGA, National Politics, and Policy Evolution 
8. Implications

2016 978-93-8629-677-1 `1585 340 pp Hardback
Rights: Restricted

Social Policy
SERIES: READINGS ON THE ECONOMY, POLITY AND

SOCIETY

Edited by Jean Drèze, Visiting Professor at the 
Department of Economics, Ranchi University, 
Jharkhand

Orient BlackSwan
Edited by
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The reach of social policy in India has

expanded significantly in recent years.

Facilities such as schools and

s (child care centres) have

become an accepted norm for every

village; health centres are more

accessible and better equipped;

nutrition programmes, public works

and social security pensions are

reaching larger numbers of people than

before. Some of these benefits now take

the form of enforceable legal

entitlements.

Yet the performance of these social

programmes is far from ideal. Most

Indian states still have a long way to go

in putting in place effective social

policies that directly address the

interests, demands and rights of the

unprivileged.

is a collection of essays,

previously published in the

, on these and

related issues. The 24 chapters have

been clustered around six major

themes: 'health', 'education', 'food

security', 'employment guarantee',

'pensions and cash transfers' and

'inequality and social exclusion'. For

the first time, wide-ranging analyses of

these critical issues by distinguished

scholars are brought together in a

single volume. The wealth of data

presented in these studies will be

invaluable to researchers in this field.

anganwadi

Social Policy

Economic

and Political Weekly

With an introduction by Jean Drèze,

will be an indispensible

read for students and scholars of

sociology, economics, political science

and development studies.

is Visiting Professor at the

Department of Economics, Ranchi

University.

Social Policy

Jean Drèze

Continued on back flap
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The reach of social policy 
in India has significantly 
expanded in recent years. 
Facilities such as schools 
and anganwadis have 
become an accepted norm 
for every village. Better 
equipped health centres 
are closer to people’s 
homes. Nutrition 
programmes, public works 
and social security 
pensions are reaching 

vastly larger numbers of people than they used to. 
Yet the performance of these social programmes 
is far from ideal, and some of them are 
controversial. The essays included in this volume 
illustrate the value of careful research on these 
areas.

Selected Contents: Section I: Health;  
Section II: Education; Section III: Food Security; 
Section IV: Employment Guarantee; Section V: 
Social Security Pensions and Cash Transfers; 
Section VI: Inequality and Social Exclusion

Economic and Dev 2025.indd   13 21-01-2025   18:35:04

Prices updated on 20-01-2025. These prices are subject to change without notice.
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Contributors: P. Balasubramanian, Abhijit 
Banerjee, Christopher B. Barrett, Shrayana 
Bhattacharya, Saloni Chopra, Diane Coffey, Jishnu 
Das, Upasak Das, Monica Das Gupta, Angus 
Deaton, Jean Drèze, Esther Duflo, Geeta Gandhi 
Kingdon, Rachel Glennerster, Ramachandra 
Guha, Aashish Gupta, Jeffrey Hammer, Payal 
Hathi, Soumya Kapoor Mehta, D. D. Karopady, 
Ravinder Kaur, Daniel Keniston, Reetika 
Khera, Nidhi Khurana, Ashwini Kulkarni, Joel 
Lee, Yanyan Liu, Maria Mini Jos, Rinku Murgai, 
Taramani Naorem, Sudha Narayanan, Nandini 
Nayak, Jessica Pudussery, Vimala Ramachandran, 
Krushna Ranaware, Martin Ravallion, T. K. Sundari 
Ravindran,  Marc Shotland, Dipa Sinha, Vandana 
Sipahimalani-Rao, Dean Spears, Nikhil Srivastav, 
Sukhadeo Thorat, Dominique van de Walle, 
Sangita Vyas, Thomas E. Weisskopf

2016 978-81-250-6284-4 `1585 496 pp Paperback

Water
Growing Understanding, Emerging 
Perspectives

SERIES: READINGS ON THE ECONOMY, POLITY AND

SOCIETY

Edited by Mihir Shah, Secretary, Samaj Pragati 
Sahayog; and P. S. Vijayshankar, Director, 
Research, Samaj Pragati Sahayog

Orient BlackSwan
Edited by
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Cover design:

Stone Masonry Stop Dam, Village Kanad,

District Dewas, Madhya Pradesh, 2008. Photograph by

Debashis Banerji, Samaj Pragati Sahayog.

OSDATA, Hyderabad

Other Titles in the Series

(E-book)

Ed. Pulapre Balakrishnan

Ed. Rohan D’Souza

PUBLISHED

Economic Reforms and Growth in India

Environment, Technology and Development: Critical and Subversive Essays

Village Society

The Adivasi Question: Issues of Land, Forest and Livelihood

Women and Work

Decentralisation and Local Governments: The Indian Experience

Higher Education in India: In Search of Equality, Quality and Quantity

The Problem of Caste

Economic Growth and its Distribution in India

Social Policy

Ed. Surinder S. Jodhka

Ed. Indra Munshi

Ed. Padmini Swaminathan

Ed. T. R. Raghunandan

Ed. Jandhyala B. G. Tilak

Ed. Satish Deshpande

Ed. Pulapre Balakrishnan

Ed. Jean Drèze

9 788125 062929

ISBN  978 81 250 6292 9

For decades after independence, Indian

planning ignored the need for

sustainability and equity in water resource

development and management. There was

just one way forward, that of harnessing the

bounty in our rivers and below the ground,

and this strategy had almost completely

unquestioned acceptance. It was only in the

1990s that serious questions began to be

raised on the wisdom of our understanding

and approach to rivers. Around the same

time, the sustainability of our strategy of

groundwater development under the Green

Revolution also began to be interrogated.

This collection of essays, all previously

published in the

between 1990 and 2014, reflects the

multi-dimensional, multi-disciplinary

character of water and spans the disciplines

of Hydrogeology, Sociology, Economics,

Political Science, Geography, History,

Meteorology, Statistics, Public Policy,

Energy and Ecology. Academics,

government officials, feminists, activists,

development workers, planners—all find

a place in this collection.

The essays are arranged both thematically

and chronologically, reflecting the

emergence of newer perspectives,

understanding and concerns over time:

Water Resource Development and

Management. This section discusses

large dams, specifically the Sardar

Sarovar Project, and groundwater,

India’s single most important natural

resource.

Historical Perspectives. Tracing the

roots of present-day problems to the

colonial period, this section focuses on

Economic and Political

Weekly

�

�

understanding the challenges of

irrigation reform, flood management

and water harvesting.

Social and Political Dimensions of

Water focuses on the gender and caste-

based access to water, as well as

conflicts around water.

Economic Concerns of water covers

the most important contributions of

economists on water-related issues

over the past 25 years.

Water Policy deals with both policy

perspectives focused on states and key

national policy initiatives.

details the huge diversity of concerns

and points of departure that necessarily

characterise an issue like water. This

volume will be invaluable to students and

scholars of sociology, economics, political

science, geography, ecology and public

policy.

is Secretary, Samaj Pragati

Sahayog.

is Director, Research,

Samaj Pragati Sahayog.

�

�

�
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Mihir Shah

P. S. Vijayshankar
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This collection of essays, 
all previously published in 
the Economic and Political 
Weekly between 1990 and 
2014, reflects the 
multi-dimensional, 
multi-disciplinary character 
of water. The essays are 
arranged both thematically 
and chronologically, 
reflecting the emergence 
of newer perspectives, 

understanding and concerns over time.

Selected Contents: Section I. Water Resources 
Development and Management; Section II. 
Historical Perspectives; Section III. Social and 
Political Dimensions; Section IV. Economic 
Concerns; Section V. Regional Perspectives

Contributors: Baba Amte, Partha Sarathi 
Banerjee, Rohan D’Souza, Navroz K. Dubash, 
Siddhartha Gadgil, Sulochana Gadgil, David 
Gilmartin, Vinod Goud, Biksham Gujja, David 
Hardiman, Ramaswamy R. Iyer, Deepa Joshi, 
K. J. Joy, Avinash Kishore, Sunderrajan Krishnan, 
Himanshu Kulkarni, Dinesh K. Marothia, 
Lyla Mehta, Marcus Moench, Aditi Mukherji, 
Niranjan Pant, Suhas Paranjape, Rahul Ranade, R. 
Ravindranath, Isha Ray, R. Maria Saleth, Anindita 
Sarkar, Tushaar Shah, K. Sivasubramaniyan, E. 
Somanathan, Jayesh Talati, A. Vaidyanathan, Shilp 
Verma, Shruti Vispute, Margreet Zwarteveen

2016 978-81-2506-292-9 `1765 576 pp Paperback

Building a Just         e-book

World
Essays in Honour of Muchkund Dubey 

Edited by Manoranjan Mohanty, Distinguished 
Professor, Council for Social Development, 
Honorary Fellow, Institute of Chinese Studies, 
Delhi and former Professor, University of Delhi; 
Vinod C. Khanna, Emeritus Fellow, Institute 
of Chinese Studies and former Ambassador; 
and Biswajit Dhar, Professor of Economics, 
Jawaharlal Nehru University

With a Foreword by Boutros Boutros-Ghali

 … specialists will find 
interesting suggestions in 
the volume on how to seek 
a better [world] order, 
given the formidable 
obstacles placed by the 
powerful…. 

---The Asian Age

Selected Contents:  
Part I. Just World Order; 
Part II. Peace, Security and 

Climate Change; Part III. Social Sector; Part IV. 
The Movement for a Just World Goes On

Contributors: Amit Bhaduri, Pushpa M. Bhargava, 
Praful Bidwai, Anuradha M. Chenoy, Kamal 
Mitra Chenoy, Dharam Ghai, Branislav Gosovic, 
T. Haque, Chandra Hardy, Hari Mohan Mathur, 
Deepak Nayyar, Rubens Ricupero, Douglas Roche, 
Shyam Saran, K. B. Saxena, Rehman Sobhan, Ajit 
Singh, Ann Zammit

2015 978-81-250-5906-6 `2160 432 pp Hardback
2015 E-ISBN 978-81-2506-157-1 

Development, 
Decentralisation and 
Democracy
Edited by Ash Narain Roy, Director, Institute 
of Social Sciences, Delhi; and George Mathew,
Chairman, Institute of Social Sciences, Delhi 

Bringing together fourteen 
essays critical in 
contemporary development 
discourse, this volume 
addresses the broad themes 
of development as freedom, 
equality and human ascent 
within the framework of 
democracy and 
decentralised governance. 

Contents: Introduction 1. The Need for 
Impatience 2. A Synopsis of the Idea of
Development 3. Reconceptualising Social 
Development 4. Technology, Freedom and 
Development 5. Development as Growth of 
GNP 6. A Post-Capitalist Paradigm 7. Amartya

Sen in Beijing 8. Universal Primary Education, the 
Obstacles in Rural Areas 9. Poverty Alleviation 
10. Metropolitan City Finance in India 11. Politics 
of a Public Space Refusing to be Public Enough 12. 
Towards Sustainable Innovation 13. State, Markets, 
and the Changing Household Demand for Education
in Kerala 14. Family Planning and the History of 
Gender in Kerala; M. A. Oommen: A Profile

Contributors: Roy Bahl, J. Devika, Jean Dreèze,  
K. N. Harilal, François Houtart, K. J. Joseph, 
K. N. Kabra, G. K. Lieten, Manoranjan Mohanty,  
T. K. Oommen, Amartya Sen,  
M. H. Suryanarayana, Joseph Tharamangalam,  
N. V. Varghese, Henry Veltmeyer

2015 978-81-250-5877-9 `1890 376 pp Hardback

Economic Growth     e-book

and its Distribution in India
SERIES: READINGS ON THE ECONOMY, POLITY AND

SOCIETY

Edited by Pulapre Balakrishnan, 
Professor, Centre for Development Studies, 
Thiruvananthapuram

Orient BlackSwan
Edited by

PULAPRE  BALAKRISHNAN

Economic Growth and its

Distribution in India
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Other Titles in the Series

(E-book)

Ed. Pulapre Balakrishnan

Ed. Rohan D’Souza

PUBLISHED

Economic Reforms and Growth in India

Environment, Technology and Development: Critical and Subversive Essays

Village Society

The Adivasi Question: Issues of Land, Forest and Livelihood

Women and Work

Decentralisation and Local Governments: The Indian Experience

Higher Education in India: In Search of Equality, Quality and Quantity

The Problem of Caste

Ed. Surinder S. Jodhka

Ed. Indra Munshi

Ed. Padmini Swaminathan

Ed. T. R. Raghunandan

Ed. Jandhyala B. G. Tilak

Ed. Satish Deshpande

After a boom in the  early twenty-first

century, India witnessed a

macroeconomic reversal marked by a

slowdown in growth that has lasted a

little longer than the boom. At the

same time, a fresh criterion of

governance, namely  inclusion, has

emerged and become a priority for the

state. Written against the backdrop of

these developments, the essays in this

volume represent a range of

perspectives and methods  pertaining

to the study of growth and its

distribution in India.

The essays in Section I take the long

view of growth in the country. They

represent issues of abiding interest and

provide the canvas upon which the rest

of the articles may be seen as placed.

Section II takes a macro view of the

recent history of the economy. The

essays explore the reasons for the shift

from a regime of high growth and low

inflation to one of low growth and high

inflation, deconstruct the 'dream run'

of the economy over 2003–08, and

evaluate the United Progressive

Alliance government's performance.

Section III comprises essays that study

the economy at the next level down,

covering its agriculture, industry and

services. Another essay reflects upon

the desirable space for finance in India,

a topic that has assumed  some

relevance after the global recession.

Finally, the essays in Section IV

address the emergence into the public

sphere of the idea that growth must be

inclusive. Accordingly, the essays here

assess the extent to which recent

growth has been inclusive,

approaching the issue from various

angles.

Assembling authoritative voices on the

economy of contemporary India, this

volume will be indispensable for

students of economics, management,

development studies and public policy.

It will also prove useful to

policymakers and journalists.

is Professor,

Centre for Development Studies,

Thiruvananthapuram.

Pulapre Balakrishnan

This volume represents a 
range of perspectives and 
methods pertaining to the 
study of growth and its 
distribution in India. The 
essays in Section I reflect 
issues of abiding interest 
and provide the canvas 
upon which the rest of the 
articles may be seen as 
placed. Section II takes a 
macro view of the economy. 

Section III reflects upon the three major sectors of 
the economy and the desirable space for finance in 
India. Section IV assesses the extent to which 
recent growth has been inclusive, approaching the 
issue from various angles.

Selected Contents: Section I. The Long View 
of Growth in India; Section II. Recent Growth and 
Structural Change; Section III. The Sectors;  
Section IV. Inclusion

Contributors: Archana Aggarwal, Hans P. 
Binswanger-Mkhize, Ramesh Chand, Sudip 
Chaudhuri, Errol D’Souza, Bhupat M. Desai, 
Ambrish Dongre, Amaresh Dubey, Mukesh 
Eswaran, Ankita Gandhi, Maitreesh Ghatak, 
Parikshit Ghosh, Probal P. Ghosh, Neeraj 
Hatekar, Indira Hirway, Aditya Mohan Jadhav, 
Atul Kohli, Ashok Kotwal, Santosh Mehrotra, 
Balwant Singh Mehta, John W. Mellor, Sripad 
Motiram, R. Nagaraj, Deepak Nayyar, Shinoj 
Parappurathu, Jajati Parida, Kirit S. Parikh, R. H. 
Patil, Bharat Ramaswami, V. Nagi Reddy, Sandip 
Sarkar, Vijay Paul Sharma, Ashish Singh, Sharmistha 
Sinha, Prabhakar Tamboli, Sukhadeo Thorat, C. 
Veeramani, Wilima Wadhwa

2015 978-81-250-5901-1 `1680 516 pp Paperback
2017 E-ISBN 978-93-5287-091-2
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Introduction to Experimental 
Economics, An
Gautam Gupta, Professor, Department of 
Economics, Jadavpur University, Kolkata

www.orientblackswan.com
ISBN 978-81-250-6079-6

Gupta: An Introduction to Experimental Economics

Cover image: Arkaprabha Chakraborty

Cover design: Aakanksha Shah

EXPERIMENTAL

E C O N O M I C S

INTRODUCTION

Experiments in economics involve gathering human subjects in a classroom or 
a computer laboratory, presenting them with a situation and making them take 
decisions that are monetarily incentivised. These decisions will later be analysed 
statistically or econometrically to yield results that confirm, but also challenge, 
predictions of economic theory, thereby expanding the boundaries of knowledge 
regarding human economic behaviour and its motives.

An Introduction to Experimental Economics details the methodology, procedure and 
protocol to be followed while conducting experiments in economics. It draws 
the contours of the newly emerging discipline through the main areas where 
experiments are being used:

• Games involving strategic decisions where there are two players and the 
decision of one player is contingent upon how she expects the other player 
to behave.

• Public goods games designed to test the existence of the free rider problem 
through a voluntary contributions mechanism. 

• Games involving a choice between two or more lotteries that explain  
decision-making under conditions of uncertainty.

A unique feature is the discussion on experiments designed to elicit the impact 
of community, caste, religion and multiplicity of culture, based on the author’s 
rigorous work in the field. Written in simple language, and with practical 
applications in mind—a chapter is devoted on how to use z-Tree, an open 
source software which can be used to effectively run experiments in a lab—this 
book will interest students and scholars of economic theory and its empirical 
verification.

Gautam Gupta is Professor, Department of Economics, Jadavpur University, Kolkata.
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This book introduces the 
student to experimental 
methodology and details 
the procedure and 
protocol to be followed in 
conducting experiments in 
economics. It begins by 
describing the main areas 
where experiments are 
currently used: games 
involving strategic 
decisions where there are 

typically two players and the decision of one 
player is contingent upon how she expects the 
other player to behave, public goods games with 
small groups and a group fund designed to test 
the existence of the free rider problem through a 
voluntary contributions mechanism and games 
involving a choice between two or more lotteries 
that seek to explain decision-making under 
conditions of uncertainty. It also discusses 
experiments designed to elicit the impact of 
community, caste, religion and multiplicity of 
culture.

Selected Contents: Part I. Introduction to 
Experimental Economics; Part II. Experiments 
with Games of Strategic Choices; Part III. 
Experiments with Public Goods; Part IV. 
Individual Decisions under Uncertainty; Part 
V. Various Types of Experimental Designs; 
Part VI. The Methodology and Protocol of 
Experimental Economics; Part VII. Introduction to 
Programming using z-Tree

2015 978-81-250-6079-6 `1050 224 pp Paperback

Science, Technology and 
Development in India
Encountering Values

Edited by Rajeswari S. Raina, Principal Scientist, 
National Institute of Science, Technology and 
Development Studies, New Delhi

 There is thematic 
coherence in the 
organisation of the volume 
... the editor is successful 
in conveying the needs for 
an ethically informed 
debate on science, 
technology, and 
development to achieve 
excellence as well as social 
relevance of science and 
technology. 

—Sociological Bulletin, September–December 2015, 
Vol. 64, No. 3

 [The book] has great significance in prodding 
research scholars and students of STS to explore 
the question of values in knowledge production 
and the decision making process related to 
development in India, especially when the 
academic engagement with science, technology 
and innovation policies of the country hesitates to 
leave its state-centred analytical comfort zones.

—Shiju Sam Varughese,
The Book Review,  October 2015, Vol. 29, No. 10

Selected Contents: Introduction: Values Matter; 
Section I: Mores and Moral Communities;  
Section II: Technical Fixes for Complex Problems; 
Section III: We Can and Therefore We Ought To; 
Section IV: Knowledge, Evidence and Development 
Burdens

Contributors: Tista Bagchi, Prajit Basu, Sujatha 
Byravan, Ramaswamy R. Iyer, Gautam I. Menon, 
Tara S. Nair, D. Raghunandan, Dhruv Raina, Sudhir 
Chella Rajan, Usha Ramanathan, Rahul Siddharthan, 
A. R. Vasavi, P. S. Vijay Shankar

2015 978-81-250-5855-7 `1710 312 pp Hardback

Globalization and Money
A Global South Perspective

Supriya Singh, Professor, Sociology of 
Communications, RMIT University, Australia

This book is about how 
men and women, 
particularly the poor and 
the unbanked in the Global 
South, use money in ways 
that empower them and 
their families. Money as a 
medium of relationships 
across cultures is at the 
centre of this inclusive story 
of globalisation. It includes 

interconnected markets and half the world that is 
unbanked, particularly women.

Contents: 1. Money: Historical, Social, and 
Cultural Dimensions 2. Globalization and 
Technologies 3. Half the World Is Unbanked 
4. Women, Money, and Globalization 5. 
Banking: Connecting Markets and Intimate Lives 
6. Electronic Money: Information and Timeliness 
7. Mobile Money: The Power of Immediacy 
8. Migrant Money: Intertwining the Global and the 
Personal 9. Rethinking Money, Technology, and 
Globalization

2014 978-81-250-5112-1 `2130 248 pp  Hardback 
Rights: Restricted

Neoliberalism   e-book

and Water
Complicating the Story of ‘Reforms’ in 
Maharashtra

Priya Sangameswaran, Assistant Professor, 
Development Studies, Centre for Studies in Social 
Sciences, Kolkata

Neoliberalism and Water
tells us the story of the 
reforms in the water 
sector in Maharashtra in 
the first decade of the 
twenty-first century. This 
story is complicated by 
neoliberalism, which 
works in conjuction with 
other processes and by 
the specific nature of 
water as a resource. This 

book will be useful for students and scholars of 
development and environment studies, sociology, 
anthropology and geography. It would also be of 
interest to policymakers, think-tanks and NGOs 
working on issues of water and liberalisation/
globalisation.

Contents: 1. Introduction: Reforms in the 
Water Sector and Discourses of Water and 
Development 2. The Village Community 
and the Entrepreneurial City: Piped Water, 
24 * 7 Water, and Visions of Development 
3. Mediated Decentralisation: Discourses of 
Self-sufficiency, Depoliticisation, and Expertise
4. Commercialisation, Commodification, and 
Pricing 5. Water and the Public-Private Debate 
6. Neoliberalism and the Re-forming of the 
Water Sector

2014 978-81-250-5491-7 `2010 340 pp Hardback
2016 E-ISBN: 978-81-2506-381-0

Socio-Cultural Context of 
Water, The 
Study of a Gujarat Village

Farhat Naz is with the International Water 
Management Institute, New Delhi 

The Socio-Cultural
Context of Water
Study of a Gujarat Village
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Naz: The Socio-Cultural Context of  Water

www.orientblackswan.com

continued from front flap

The author discusses and analyses the 
extent to which attempts to revive 
institutions for community water 
management and Gujarat government 
measures related to water management have 
been successful. She enables readers to 
evaluate the Watershed Development 
Programme, crucial for rural India, and also 
o�ers policy recommendations for a more 
intensive community-based participation in 
water management in Gujarat. This work 
focuses on the micro realities of water 
around which communities negotiate their 
existence, which has wider relevance for the 
highly hierarchical pan-Indian rural 
hinterland.

This volume will be useful for students and 
scholars in the fields of water resources, 
environmental studies, hydrology, 
development studies, social anthropology, 
sociology, gender studies and economics.

FARHAT NAZ is with the International Water 
Management Institute, New Delhi

Cover design: Gautam Valluri
Photo: Banjara women collecting water from a 
canal. © Samrat35, Dreamstime.com

Socio-cultural Context of Water: Study of a 
Gujarat Village critically examines water as a 
commodity in universal demand in a 
consumer society. Rural India, facing up to the 
challenges of modernity, is viewed through 
the lens of the micro world of Mathnaa, a 
village in Sabarkantha district. This book 
analyses various aspects of water 
management at a project in this village set in a 
region noted for its aridity. 

Wells are the main source of irrigation in this 
village, rainfall being erratic. Water scarcity 
leads to conflict especially because the village 
is sharply di�erentiated along the lines of 
caste, tribe, class and gender. The author 
illustrates local power dynamics in terms of 
wealth, land ownership and access to water. 
Those in positions of power try to exploit the 
situation for their vested interests. But a 
significant finding of this volume is that 
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe farmers 
too own borewells and are able to participate 
in user-group committees, thus gaining social 
mobility. 

  continued on back flap

Water as a commodity in 
a consumer society is 
critically studied in this 
volume, the rural 
hinterland being viewed 
through the micro world 
of Mathnaa. It analyses 
various aspects of water 
management at a project 
in Mathnaa in Sabarkantha 
district of the state of 

Gujarat that is noted for its aridity. This small 
village is sharply differentiated along the lines of 
caste, tribe, class and gender. Wells are the main 
source of irrigation, rainfall being erratic. Water 
scarcity is an arena of conflict wherein, depending 
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ON OUR TRADE LIST

Economic Policies and India’s Reform Agenda
New Thinking

Y. V. Reddy, former Governor, Reserve Bank of India, and Chairman, Fourteenth Finance Commission

This volume addresses three concerns of economic 
thought for a developing economy: public policy after 
the global financial crisis, the role of the financial sector 
in development, and the lessons learnt from world 
economies. Novel in approach, it critically examines India’s 
development strategies and suggests a ‘redefining’ of the 
role of the financial sector in accelerating development. 

 This book allows you to get inside the mind of one of the key 
shapers of Indian economic policy, and it makes you think.

     —Raghuram Rajan, former Governor, Reserve Bank 
of India, in The Financial Express, 28 April 2013

Contents: Introduction; 1. Revisiting Central Bank 
Governance 2. Management of Public Debt 3. New 
Thinking on Economic Policies and Thoughts on the Indian 
Economy 4. Financialisation and Macroeconomic Policies 
5. Differences, Disconnects and Divergences in New Public 
Policy 6. New Challenges for Public Policy 7. India: New Strategies for Economic Development 
8. Financial Intermediation 9. New Approach to Public Sector Banking 10. Future of the Financial 
System 11. Inequalities, Shared Societies and the Financial System 12. Society, Economic Policies 
and the Financial Sector 13. Trust in Banking 14. Developing Economies 15. Revisiting Capital 
Account Management 16. Experiences with and Lessons from Capital Account Management  
17. India, EU and the World Economy 18. Global Economic Developments and India

2013 978-81-250-5051-3 `1710 296 pp Hardback

India after the Global Crisis 
Shankar Acharya, Honorary Professor and Board Member, Indian Council for Research on 
International Economic Relations, and former member, Twelfth Finance Commission

Renowned economist, and former Chief Economic Adviser to GoI, Shankar Acharya assesses 
India’s resilience in the face of the global financial crisis but 
then shows how the global crisis and our domestic policy 
failures have taken a toll on India’s economic performance. 

 … a delightful collection of highly readable and analytically 
sharp essays on the global financial crisis…. 

—Montek Singh Ahluwalia

 Acharya has provided us with a comprehensive picture of 
the existing economic scenario in the country…. This book is 
a must on the bookshelves of economists and policy makers.

—The Sunday Tribune

 A must for any student of the Indian Economy. 

              —Laveesh Bhandari, Business Standard

Selected Contents: Part I: Global Crisis Aftermath; Part II: Economic Growth; Part III: Reform 
and Economic Policies; Part IV: Employment and Human Development; Part V: Budget and Fiscal 
Policies; Part VI: External Sector Policies; Part VII: General

2012 978-81-250-4509-0 `1530 240 pp Hardback

on their relative power positions, different social 
actors try to exploit the situation for their vested 
interests. The author shows to what extent 
attempts to revive institutions for community 
water management have been successful, 
illustrating local power dynamics in terms of 
wealth, land ownership and access to water. 

Contents: 1. A Socio-Anthropological Look 
at Water 2. Shades of Blue 3. The Images of 
Community 4. Whims of Gujarat’s Water 
Planning Policy 5. The World of Water in 
Mathnaa 6. Social Organisation and Politics of 
Participation 7. Groundwater Development of 
Mathnaa 8. The Landscape of Water

2014 978-81-250-5430-6 `1830 256 pp Hardback

Development on Trial
Shrinking Space for the Periphery

Edited by Sunanda Sen, former Professor, 
Centre for Economic Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru 
University, New Delhi; and Anjan Chakrabarti, 
Professor, Department of Economics, University 
of Calcutta, Kolkata

The volume draws attention 
to the changing links 
between state policies and 
corporate structures as 
developing economies move 
towards de-regulation. The 
contradictions between the 
state and the market as spelt 
out in liberal theory are 
elaborated in the book, 
drawing attention to the 
new pattern, described as 

corporate feudalism in the context of developing 
countries. The process, as analysed, turns out to 
be one which favours capital against labour, thus 
flouting the norms of a developmental state 
where growth dividends are shared amongst 
them. 

Selected Contents: Introduction;  
Section I: State, Market and Development;  
Section II: Trade Regimes and Structural Changes; 
Section III: Financialisation and Development; 
Section IV: Labour Market Flexibility 

Contributors: Amiya Bagchi, Rashmi Banga, 
Debdas Banerji, Aditya Bhattacharjea, C. P. 
Chandrashekhar, Byasdeb Dasgupta, Anup Dhar, 
Garry Dymski, Jayati, Ghosh, Atulan Guha, Rachel 
Kurian, Surajit Mazumdar, Ronaldo Munck, 
Prabhat Patnaik, Pierre Salama, Theotonio Dos 
Santos

2013 978-81-250-5130-5 `2305 468 pp Hardback

Economic and Dev 2025.indd   16 21-01-2025   18:35:41

Prices updated on 20-01-2025. These prices are subject to change without notice.



  ECONOMICS AND DEVELOPMENT STUDIES 17

Visit our website www.orientblackswan.com Write to mail@orientblackswan.com to receive our monthly mailer Follow us on   @orientblackswan

Higher Education   e-book

in India
In Search of Equality, Quality and Quantity

SERIES: READINGS ON THE ECONOMY, POLITY AND

SOCIETY

Edited by Jandhyala B. G. Tilak, Professor at 
the National University of Educational Planning and 
Administration (NUEPA), New Delhi

This volume puts in 
perspective the challenges 
in higher education today, 
and the need for reforms 
under rapidly changing 
national and global 
socio-economic, political 
and technological 
circumstances. It covers 
vital grounds like 
inclusiveness and the impact 

of reservation on education, the problems of 
mediocrity and shortage of funds. It will provoke, 
educate, stimulate and inform the lay reader and 
specialist alike.

Selected Contents: Part I. Democracy, Equality 
and Universality; Part II. Equality to Inclusion in 
Higher Education; Part III. Excellence in Higher 
Education; Part IV. Case Studies on Higher 
Education; Part V. Public Expenditure on Education; 
Part VI. State, Markets and Globalisation; Part VII. 
Towards Reforming Higher Education

Contributors: D. Ajit, M. Anandakrishnan, Rakesh 
Basant, André Béteille, Anindita Chakrabarti,
Karuna Chanana, Saumen Chattopadhyay, 
D. P. Chaudhri, Suma Chitnis, Errol D’Souza, 
V. M. Dandekar, Satish Deshpande, Jayati Ghosh, 
Rama Joglekar, Thomas Joseph, D. T. Lakdawala, 
R. Gopinathan Nair, Deepak Nayyar, Samuel Paul, 
Potluri Rao, Lloyd I. Rudolph, Susanne Hoeber 
Rudolph, Gitanjali Sen, A. M. Shah, K. R. Shah, 
Amrik Singh, Chitra Sivakumar, K. Sundaram, Shiv 
Visvanathan, Thomas E. Weisskopf, Glynn L. Wood

2013 978-81-250-5131-2 `1710 552 pp Paperback
2015 E-ISBN: 978-81-2505-849-6

Indian Tax Administration
A Dialogue

Edited by Parthasarathi Shome, Adviser to the 
Finance Minister, Government of India

With a Foreword by Vijay Kelkar

 [This book] traverses new 
territory as it analyses the 
functioning of different tax 
administrations across 
continents and suggests the 
ideal model and tax reforms 
for Indian tax administration 
to consider.…  An original, 
well researched work on 
tax administration policy … 

ON OUR TRADE LIST

FDI in India
History, Policy and the Asian Perspective

Manoj Pant, Professor, Centre for International Trade and Development, School of International 
Studies, JNU; and Deepika Srivastava, Probationer, Indian Economics Service, and former 
Assistant Professor, Lady Shriram College, Delhi University 

The volume begins with explaining what transnational 
corporations (TNCs) are, describes their emergence in 
developing countries, and the subsequent changes in the 
nature of foreign investment across the world. It presents 
the history of foreign direct investment (FDI) in developed 
and developing nations, particularly in Asia. In looking 
at the Indian case, the book highlights the changes in 
industrial productivity after liberalisation and also presents 
a comparison of the performance of domestic and foreign-
owned firms. 

Contents: 1. Overview 2. FDI Policies in Asia 3. India’s 
Foreign Investment Policy 4. India’s Foreign Investment 
Policy after 1995 5. A Comparison of Domestic and Foreign 
Firms 6. Export Orientation of FDI in India’s Manufacturing 
Sector 7. FDI and Spillovers 8. Trade and FDI 9. Conclusion 
and Policy Recommendation

2017 978-93-86392-39-8 `1465 320 pp Paperback

Ecology, Economy       e-book

Quest for a Socially Informed Connection

Felix Padel, Professor, School of Rural Management, Indian Institute of Health Management Research 
(IIHMR), Jaipur; Ajay Dandekar, Professor, School of Social Sciences, Central University of Gujarat; 
and Jeemol Unni, Director and Professor of Economics, Institute of Rural Management (IRMA), Anand

Ecology, Economy is recommended reading for anyone 
working on these difficult issues in India and elsewhere. 

—Golden Eagle Views

 This is a compelling book which should be a primer for 
post-graduates of development studies who may still have 
a doubt that knowledge is best produced in the north.

              —The Indian Journal of Labour Economics

 It inspires, it disturbs the reader positively, it motivates 
and it creates a quest for real development is how I would 
like to sum up this commendable work. An integrated 
approach to development is well established in this book 
with a powerful message that society, ecology and economy 
cannot be understood in isolation from each other. The 
book is a powerhouse of information to social activists, 
environmentalists and a ‘must read’ for those having a 
dream for a holistic society. I wish the book inspires many more to work towards a new world order 
where sustainable development and collective well-being will be the aim of everyone.

—Social Action, January–March 2014, Vol. 64, No. 1

Contents: Preface: What is Real Development? 1. Two Cultures: A Balancing Act between People 
and Profit 2. Adivasi Economics 3. Resources: Water Systems 4. Resources: Mining and Metals 
5. Resources: Generating Power 6. Resources: Land Labour and Life Forms 7. Development in a 
Financial System Based on Debt 8. Rule of Law

2013 978-81-250-5179-4 `2130 340 pp Hardback
2014 E-ISBN: 978-81-2505-504-4

Economic and Dev 2025.indd   17 21-01-2025   18:35:42

Prices updated on 20-01-2025. These prices are subject to change without notice.



18 ECONOMICS AND DEVELOPMENT STUDIES

Visit our website www.orientblackswan.com Keep in touch    Facebook at www.facebook.com/OrientBlackSwan Write to mail@orientblackswan.com to receive our monthly mailer Follow us on   @orientblackswanVisit our website www.orientblackswan.com Keep in touch    Facebook at www.facebook.com/OrientBlackSwan  Facebook at www.facebook.com/OrientBlackSwan

[it] sets the ball rolling for a dialogue on the 21st 
century look of the Indian tax administration. 

                —Taxsutra

Contents: Introduction; 1. Organisational 
Structure of Direct Tax Administration 2. 
Administrative Structure in the Reform of Indirect
Taxes 3. Risk Management in Audit Selection in 
the Income Tax Department 4. Audit Selection 
Through Risk Assessment in Indirect Taxes 5. 
Dispute Resolution in Indirect Taxes 6. Dispute 
Resolution Under Direct Tax Laws 7. Large 
Taxpayer Units in India 8. Computerisation in 
Central Board of Direct Taxes 9. Computerisation
in Central Board of Excise and Customs 10. 
Taxpayer Information Services 11. Effectiveness of 
State-level Tax Administration with Reference to 
Value-Added Tax; Appendix: Advancements in Tax 
Administration—Dialogue between Administrators 
and Stakeholders

Contributors: Fernanda Andrade, Anwesha Das, 
Arindam Das-Gupta, Sunil Jain, Nagendra Kumar, 
Sanjay Kumar, Y. G. Parande, Gautam Ray, Rajiva 
Ranjan Singh

2013 978-81-250-5180-0 `2305 440 pp Hardback

Decentralisation    e-book

and Local Governments
The Indian Experience

SERIES: READINGS ON THE ECONOMY, POLITY AND

SOCIETY

Edited by T. R. Raghunandan, former Joint 
Secretary, Ministry of Panchayati Raj; currently 
a freelance consultant for anti-corruption 
movements and an advocate of decentralised 
governance

This volume maps the 
trajectory that 
decentralisation of 
government has taken in 
the four decades post 
Independence (1966–2012). 
It presents 25 essays that 
assess the impact of the 
73rd and 74th 
Constitutional 
Amendments on local 

governments, covering diverse facets of 
implementing and strengthening local self-
governance.

Selected Contents: Introduction; 1. Political 
Role of Panchayati Raj 2. Decentralisation 
below the State Level 3. Decentralised Planning 
4. Panchayati Raj Bill 5. Perspectives: Panchayats 
versus Multinationals 6. Women in Panchayati 
Raj 12. Experiment with Direct Democracy 
16. Federalism, Urban Decentralisation and Citizen 
Participation 21. Women in Power? 23. Local 
Democracy and Clientelism 24. Limits of a 
‘Devolution Index’ 

Contributors: Mani Shankar Aiyar, Yamini 
Aiyar, H. Anand, Norma Alvares, Pranab Bardhan, 
Amitabh Behar, Ahalya S. Bhat, Nirmala Buch, 
Raghabendra Chattopadhyay, B. K. Chandrashekar, 
Aarathi Chellappa, J. Devika, Esther Duflo, Manish 
Gupta, Niraja Gopal Jayal, Pratap Ranjan Jena, Mary 
E. John, Suman Kolhar, Stéphanie Tawa Lama-
Rewal, Sandip Mitra, Dilip Mookherjee, Nirmal 
Mukarji, M. A. Oommen, Benjamin Powis, Indira 
Rajaraman, C. H. Hanumantha Rao, M. Govinda 
Rao, U. A. Vasanth Rao, Ramesh Ramanathan, 
Abhirup Sarkar, Darshy Sinha, V. M. Sirsikar, 
Binitha V. Thampi, Poornima Vyasulu, Vinod 
Vyasulu

2012 978-81-250-4883-1 `1530 448 pp Paperback
2015 E-ISBN: 978-81-2505-847-2

Economics Textbook

A Primer for India

G. Omkarnath, Professor, Department of 
Economics and Centre for Study of Social 
Exclusion and Inclusive Policy, University of 
Hyderabad 

This volume is tailor-made 
for foundation courses in 
undergraduate programmes. 
Its pedagogic standpoint is 
based on two convictions. 
First, a foundation course 
need not invoke formal 
economic theory which is a 
contested terrain, especially 
at the present time. Second, 
such a course should be 

grounded on the empirical reality of the economy 
in which students live.

Contents: Part I: The Economic Structure of 
Society 1. Basic Economic Processes 2. The System 
of Production 3. The System of Markets 4. The 
System of Money and Finance; Part II: The Process 
of Economic Growth 5. Growth and Demand 6. 
Industrialisation and Growth 7. Liberalisation and 
Growth 8. Petty Production and Poverty; Part III: 
Addenda 9. Monitoring the Indian Economy 10. 
Economic Theory

2012 978-81-250-4632-5 `795 296 pp Paperback

Environment,    e-book

Technology and 
Development
Critical and Subversive Essays

SERIES: READINGS ON THE ECONOMY, POLITY AND

SOCIETY

Edited by Rohan D’Souza, Assistant Professor, 
Centre for Studies in Science Policy, Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, New Delhi

This volume brings together writings across the 
social sciences that aim to answer questions 

related to the problems of 
environment, development 
and technology, and show 
how these ideas were 
interlinked and shaped by 
political discourses in India 
from the 1970s onwards.

Selected Contents: Part I: Stories for  
Our Time: Technology as the Anti-Hero;  
Part II: Development Solutions Become Political 
Questions; Part III: Rewiring Technology to 
Debate Justice and Equity; Part IV: Rethinking 
Agriculture as Ecological Relationships;  
Part V: Livelihoods versus Lifestyles;  
Part VI: Space against Place: Eliminating 
Locality; Part VII: Environment, Technology and 
Development: Towards the Big Questions

Contributors: T. R. Thankappan Achari, Manshi 
Asher, P. A. Azeez, Jayanta Bandyopadhyay, 
Charul Bharwada, Philippe Cullet, Mahasveta 
Devi, Hiren Gohain, Sumita Gupta Gangopadhyay, 
Rahul Gupta, Barbara Harriss-White, L. C. 
Jain, Annu Jalais, Ashwin Kumar, John Kurien, 
Vinay Mahajan, Arjun Makhijani, Dinesh Mohan, 
Gregor Meerganz von Medeazza, Dipti Mukherji, 
Chandrika Parmar, K. Krishna Prasad, P. P. Nikhil 
Raj, C. H. Hanumantha Rao, M. V. Ramana, Amulya 
Kumar N. Reddy, Arundhuti Roy Choudhury, 
Sunali Rohra, Vandana Shiva, Nigel Singh, 
Sudha Srivastava, Geetam Tiwari, G. Vijay, Shiv 
Visvanathan

2012 978-81-250-4506-9 `1200 404 pp Paperback
2013 E-ISBN: 978-81-250-5169-5

Financial Crisis and Global 
Imbalances
A Development Perspective

Yilmaz Akyüz, Chief Economist of the South 
Centre, Geneva

This book is a collection of 
papers written for the 
South Centre during 
2009–2011 on the global 
crisis triggered by 
speculative lending and 
investment in the United 
States and Europe—its 
actual and potential effects 
on developing and emerging 
economies, the immediate 

international policy response needed in order to 
contain the damage and to restore stability and 
growth, and global systemic reforms that need to 
be introduced with a view to reducing the 
likelihood of such crises and managing them better 
if and when they occur.

Selected Contents: Part 1. Policy Response 
to the Global Financial Crisis; Part II. Global 
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Economic Prospects; Part III. Export Dependence, 
Sustainability of Growth and Adjustment in China; 
Part IV. The Subprime Boom-Bust Cycle and 
Capital Flows to Developing Countries;  
Part V. Why the IMF and the International 
Monetary System Need More than Cosmetic 
Reform

2012 978-81-250-4793-3 `2130 216 pp Hardback
Rights: Restricted

History, Historians and 
Development Policy
A Necessary Dialogue

Edited by C. A. Bayly, Vere Harmsworth 
Professor of Imperial and Naval History, Fellow 
of St Catharine’s College, University of Cambridge;  
Vijayendra Rao, Lead Economist in the 
Development Research Group, World Bank;  
Simon Szreter, Professor of History and Public 
Policy, Fellow of St John’s College, University of 
Cambridge; and Michael Woolcock, Lead Social 
Development Specialist, Development Research 
Group, World Bank 

If history matters for 
understanding key 
development outcomes, 
then surely historians 
should be active 
contributors to the debates 
informing these 
understandings. This volume 
integrates, for the first time, 
contributions from ten 
leading historians and seven 

policy advisors around the central development 
issues of social protection, public health, public 
education and natural resource management. 

Selected Contents: Part I: Overview of 
Key Issues; Part II: Historical Contributions to 
Contemporary Development Policy Issues

Contributors: Sunil S. Amrith, Keith 
Breckenridge, David Hall-Mathews, Tim Harper, 
Ravi Kanbur, Uma Kothari, Stephen J. Kunitz, Mick 
Moore, Lant Pritchett, Richard M. Smith, David 
Vincent, Paul Warde, R. Bin Wong

2012 978-81-250-4695-0 `1225 288 pp Paperback
Rights: Restricted

Kerala’s Gulf Connection, 
1998–2011
Economic and Social Impact of Migration

K. C. Zachariah, Honorary Professor, Centre for 
Development Studies, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala; 
and S. Irudaya Rajan, Chair Professor, Ministry 
of Overseas Indian Affairs (MOIA), Research 
Unit on International Migration at the Centre for 
Development Studies, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

A study of migration from Kerala to the Gulf 
countries, and the remittances sent back home, 

this book looks at its impact 
on employment, 
unemployment, education, 
health, housing, household 
possessions, and more. The 
authors compare statistics 
available for over 10 years, 
and also discuss the social 
costs of migration on 
women and the elderly left 
behind, which have been 

rarely analysed in the Indian context.

Contents: 1. Introduction 2. International 
Migration 3. Remittances 4. Internal Migration 
5. Employment and Unemployment 6. Experiences 
of Return Migrants 7. Gender Dimensions in 
Migration 8. Summary and Conclusions

2012 978-81-250-4935-7 `2100 280 pp Hardback

Village Society    e-book

SERIES: READINGS ON THE ECONOMY, POLITY AND

SOCIETY

Edited by Surinder S. Jodhka, Professor, Centre 
for the Study of Social Systems, Jawaharlal Nehru 
University, New Delhi

This volume presents a set 
of readings which focus on 
the social, political and 
cultural aspects of village 
life. A comprehensive 
introduction provides a 
detailed historical analysis of 
the study of rural India, 
changes in rural social life, 
and the forces shaping life in 
villages today. The articles, 

drawn from writings from 1972 to 2010, cover 
various features of village society like caste and 
community, land and labour, migration, 
discrimination and use of common property 
resources. 

 [This] volume on rural society, which carries a 
selection of essays published over the past four 
decades in the Economic and Political Weekly, is a 
welcome stimulus for us to reflect on the nature 
of research that has been done—and can be 
done—on rural society. 

—Economic and Political Weekly

Selected Contents: Section I: Village Society: 
Methods and Perspectives; Section II: Social and 
Cultural Life; Section III: Social, Economic and 
Political Processes; Section IV: Perspectives on 
Change

2012 978-81-250-4603-5 `1320 262 pp Paperback
2013 E-ISBN 978-81-250-5170-1

Women and Work e-book

SERIES: READINGS ON THE ECONOMY, POLITY AND

SOCIETY

Edited by Padmini Swaminathan, Professor, 
Centre for Women’s Studies, TISS, Mumbai

The volume analyses issues 
surrounding women’s rights 
to gainful employment when 
they did not have it; to 
recognition of their 
substantial and even massive 
contribution to the national 
economy and families’ 
survival which has been 
denied to them so long; to 
adequate rewards for their 

labour which they do not enjoy; to a share of 
resources, benefits and decisions regarding 
development to which they are entitled as citizens 
of a country which guarantees to them equality in 
all spheres of life. 

Selected Contents: Part I: Conceptualising 
Work, Mapping Complexity; Part II: Imparting 
Visibility, Interrogating Data Systems; Part III: 
Forms of Labour, Conditions of Work: Sectoral 
Perspectives; Part IV: Critiquing Policies: 
Implications and Consequences for Work

Contributors: Bina Agarwal, Srilatha Batliwala, 
Deepita Chakravarty, Ishita Chakravarty, Prem 
Chowdhry, Forum Against Oppression of Women, 
Meena Gopal, Indira Hirway, Devaki Jain,  
J. Jeyaranjan, Uma Kothari, Maithreyi Krishnaraj, 
Joan P. Mencher, Maria Mies, Millie Nihila, Ujvala 
Rajadhyaksha, K. Saradamoni, Miriam Sharma, 
Swati Smita, Urmila Vanjani

2012 978-81-250-4777-3 `1440 408 pp Paperback
2013 E-ISBN: 978-81-250-5357-6

Global Crisis
The Way Forward 
The Stiglitz Commission Report 

Joseph Stiglitz, Professor of Economics, 
Columbia University, New York, and the recipient 
of a John Bates Clark Medal and a Nobel Prize, 
with Members of a UN Commission of Financial 
Experts

With a Foreword by Miguel d’Escoto 
Brockmann, UN General Assembly President

The Stiglitz Commission 
Report sees the recent 
financial crisis as the latest 
and most damaging of 
several concurrent crises—
of food, water, energy and 
sustainability—that are 
tightly interrelated. From 
short-term mitigations to 
deep structural changes, 
from crisis response to 
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lasting reform of the global economic and financial 
architecture, the analyses and recommendations 
recorded here establish a bold agenda for policy 
change, both broad in scope and profound in 
ambition.

 The book is worth reading ... to understand the 
economic crisis and a possible way out of it. 

—The Pioneer

Contents: 1. Introduction 2. Macroeconomic 
Issues and Perspectives 3. Reforming Global 
Regulation to Enhance Global Economic Stability  
4. International Institutions 5. International 
Financial Innovations 6. Concluding Comments

2011 978-81-250-4320-1 `1860 240 pp Hardback 
Rights: Restricted`

Global Crisis, Recession and 
Uneven Recovery    e-book

Y. V. Reddy, former Governor, Reserve Bank 
of India, and Professor Emeritus, University of 
Hyderabad

Through a prescient reading 
of global economic indicators 
in times of relentless 
deregulation, as RBI 
Governor 2003 to 2008, Dr 
Y. V. Reddy ensured that 
India largely escaped the fate 
that befell the worst hit of 
the world’s economies. In 
this book he provides a 
seasoned policymaker’s 

understanding of the genesis, anatomy and impact 
of the financial crisis, and its lessons, in lucid, 
non-technical language.

 This book ... is a must to our understanding 
of events and policies to face global financial 
turbulence. 

—José Antonio Ocampo, Columbia University

 Dr Reddy’s [book] fills an important gap.... He 
has lived at the heart of the financial system and 
understands its strengths and weaknesses.... His 
analysis of the problems of the global financial 
architecture is particularly acute. 

—Sir Howard Davies, Institut d’Etudes 
Politiques

 A masterly book to be read and savoured; A 
tour de force. 

—Jagdish Bhagwati, Columbia University

Selected Contents: Part I. The Global Financial 
Crisis and its Aftermath; Part II. Financial Sector: 
Retrospect and Prospects; Part III. Public Policy: 
Challenges and Responses; Part IV. Global 

Financial Architecture: The Debates; Part V. India: 
Performance and Prospects

2011 978-81-250-4185-6 `1680 448 pp Hardback
E-ISBN: 978-81-250-5021-6

Microeconomic       Textbook

Theory Old and New 
A Student’s Guide

John M. Gowdy, Rittenhouse Teaching Professor 
of Humanities and Social Sciences, Department of 
Economics, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute,  
New York

 [W]hen [a new 
microeconomics] emerges 
… as a dominant and 
consistent paradigm, 
students who have read this 
book would be the first to 
appreciate the thinking about 
economic policy that will be 
central to those times. 

—Errol D’ Souza, 
Professor of Economics, IIM Ahmedabad

 The most valuable aspect/contribution of this 
book is its coverage of modern behavioural and 
experimental economics…. 

—Parikshit Ghosh, Associate Professor, 
Delhi School of Economics

Contents: Part I: The Walrasian System  
1. The Neoclassical Theory of the Consumer  
2. The Neoclassical Theory of Production  
3. General Equilibrium in a Barter Economy  
4. Introducing Prices: Perfect Competition and 
Pareto Efficiency 5. Market Failure and the Second 
Fundamental Theorem of Welfare Economics;  
Part II: Modern Welfare Economics 6. The 
Theoretical Critique of Walrasian Welfare 
Economics 7. The Behavioral Critique of Walrasian 
Welfare Economics 8. Cost-Benefit Analysis Old 
and New 9. The Future of Economic Theory and 
Policy

2011 978-81-250-4278-5 `1050 204 pp Paperback
Rights: Restricted

Privatizing Water
Governance Failure and the World’s  
Urban Water Crisis

Karen Bakker, Associate Professor and Director, 
Program on Water Governance, University of 
British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada

 .. Privatizing Water bravely and provocatively 
takes on the state and private models for governing 
urban water and proposes a radical and deeply 
illuminating rethinking of keywords such as public, 
community, and the market.... A tour de force. 

—Michael Watts,  
University of California, Berkeley

 Written by one of the 
world’s leading specialists in 
water governance issues, 
Privatizing Water deepens, 
challenges, and combines 
the debates on urban water 
supply, sustainable 
development and equitable 
access to water and public 
services.... 

—Rutgerd Boelens, Wageningen University,  
The Netherlands

Contents: Defining ‘Privatization’; Introduction; 
Part I: Development, Urbanization, and the 
Governance of Thirst 1. Governance Failure 
2. Material Emblems of Citizenship 3. Watering the 
Thirsty Poor 4. Citizens Without a City;  
Part II: Beyond Privatization: Debating Alternatives 
5. Protesting Privatization 6. Commons versus 
Commodities 7. Politics and Biopolitics; 
Conclusion: Beyond Privatization 

2011 978-81-250-4321-8 `2070 320 pp Hardback 
Rights: Restricted

China after 1978    e-book

Craters on the Moon

Essays from Economic and Political Weekly

The breathtakingly rapid 
economic growth witnessed 
after 1978 in the People’s 
Republic of China has 
attracted worldwide 
attention. But the condition 
of more than 350 million 
workers, especially the 
migrants, is abysmal. The 
stagnation of peasant 
incomes fuelled a huge 

rural–urban migration. Some 150–200 million 
migrated to the cities in search of jobs over the past 
25 years. Has post-reform China forsaken its old 
goal of ‘socialist equality’?

Contents: Introduction; 1. Inequality and Its 
Enemies in Revolutionary and Reform China 
2. Property Rights and the Social Costs of 
Transition and Development in China 3. Double 
Movement in China 4. China’s Reforms: The 
Wuxi Story 5. Rural Industrialisation Spatial 
Inequality in China, 1978–2006 6. Globalisation 
Meets Its Match: Lessons from China’s Economic 
Transformation 7. Light and Shadow of an 
Inarticulate Age: Reflections on China’s Reform 
8. China’s Rural Reform: Crisis and Ongoing 
Debate 9. A House Divided: China after 30 years 
of ‘Reforms’ 10. Socialism, Capitalism, and Class 
Struggle: The Political Economy of Modern China 
11. The Twilight of ‘Chimerica’? China and the 
Collapse of the American Model 12. China and 
India: Convergence in Economic Growth and 
Social Tensions?
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Contributors: Chris Bramall, Nirmal Kumar 
Chandra, Guilhem Fabre, Ching Kwan Lee, Minqli 
Li, Dic Lo, Manoranjan Mohanty, Pun Ngai, Carl 
Riskin, Mark Selden, Shaoguang Wang, Dale Jiajun 
Wen, Robert Weil, Yu Zhang

2010 978-81-250-3953-2 `925 326 pp Paperback
2013 E-ISBN: 978-81-2505-396-5

Water and Development
Forging Green Communities for 
Watersheds 

Arun de Souza, Lecturer, Department of 
Sociology, St. Xavier’s College, Mumbai

This book shows how 
watershed development 
projects intervene in 
people’s lives and the ways 
in which an entire 
community gets 
reconstructed around the 
implementation of a new 
resource. It challenges the 
popular view that rural 
communities are an 

unchanging entity, steeped in tradition and 
economically stagnant. The author deconstructs 
these preconceived notions through which rural 
India is perceived and establishes how a 
community, far from being static and autonomous, 
is fluid and changing. 

Contents: 1. Watershed Development and Green 
Communities: An Introduction 2. Nostalgic Pasts 
and Modernist Visions 3. Drought and Development
4. Mythic Imaginations and Communitarian Projects 
5. Electoral Factions and Everyday Networks 
6. Community as a Development Spectacle 7. 
Community as an Ongoing Construction 

2010 978-81-250-3992-1 `1975 350 pp Hardback

Windows of   e-book

Opportunity
Memoirs of an Economic Advisor

K. S. Krishnaswamy, former Deputy Governor 
of the Reserve Bank of India

A leading light in the 
Reserve Bank of India and 
the Planning Commission 
between the early 1950s 
and late 1970s, K. S. 
Krishnaswamy retired as 
Deputy Governor, RBI. A 
doctorate from London 
School of Economics and 
Political Science, he began 
his career at a time when 

the road was rocky for newly independent India. 
His ringside view of the pulls and pressures within 
the administration and outside it, the hopes that 
sustained a majority in the bureaucracy, and the 
lasting ties he formed with many he came in 
contact with are compelling on their own. 

Selected Contents: Preamble 1. Early Years  
2. Delhi: The First Planning Commission  
3. With the Reserve Bank of India 4. An Academic 
Interlude 5. Some Aspects of Industrial Finance  
6. Back Again to Delhi 7. The Difficult Years  
8. Retirement and After

2010 978-81-250-3964-8 `1200 200 pp Hardback
E-ISBN: 978-81-250-5167-1

World Bank in India, The
Undermining Sovereignty, Distorting 
Development

Edited by Michele Kelley, a New York-based 
political organiser and activist; and Deepika 
D’Souza, Executive Director, Human Rights Law 
Network, and a founding member, Secretariat of 
the Independent People’s Tribunal on the World 
Bank Group in India

In this volume, the editors 
and contributors contend 
that the current financial 
crisis has demonstrated the 
inability of international 
financial institutions to 
maintain a stable global 
economic order. This 
collection of essays by a 
range of eminent scholars 
across disciplines tackles the 
problems of contemporary 

development policy and contributes to the ongoing 
debate. The essays originate from testimonies 
given at the Independent People’s Tribunal on the 
World Bank held in New Delhi.

Selected Contents: Part I: The World 
Bank’s Role and Functioning; Part II: Poverty 
and Employment; Part III: Undermining India’s 
Sovereignty and Democratic Processes; Part IV: 
India’s Agrarian and Food Security Crises;  
Part V: Corporate Greed and Common Goods; 
Part VI: Land Grabs and Displacement Struggles; 
Part VII: The World Bank and the Environment

Contributors: R. M. Alvino, Vinay Baindur, 
Prashant Bhushan, Praful Bidwai, C. P. 
Chandrasekhar, Saumen Chattopadhyay, Ashok 
Chowdhary, Nikhil Dey, Shripad Dharmadhikary, 
Madhumita Dutta, Bhaskar Goswami, Tony 
Herbert, Ramaswamy R. Iyer, Afsar Jafri, 
Nityanand Jayaraman, Praveen Jha, J. John, Kalpana 
Kannabiran, Arvind Kejriwal, Kanchi Kohli, Smitu 
Kothari, Arun Kumar, Benny Kuruvilla, Harsh 
Mander, Aasha Kapur Mehta, Manju Menon, 
Kalyani Menon-Sen, Biraj Patnaik, Prabhat Patnaik, 
Utsa Patnaik, Vanessa Peters, Imrana Qadeer, 
Vidya Rangan, Sundari Ravindran, Bijoya Roy, Anil 
Sadgopal, Suman Sahai, Devinder Sharma, Aseem 
Shrivastava, Ranjan Solomon, Sreekumar N., 
Himanshu Thakkar, R. S. Tiwari

2010 978-81-250-3864-1 `2520 535 pp Hardback
Rights: Restricted

WTO and India, The
Issues and Negotiating Strategies

Edited by Alokesh Barua, Professor of 
Economics, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New 
Delhi; and Robert M. Stern, Professor of 
Economics and Public Policy at the University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor, USA

This book addresses the 
complex issues pertaining to 
WTO agreements and 
negotiations, and provides a 
rigorous analysis of the 
impact of WTO-induced 
reforms on the Indian 
economy. It also outlines 
what India’s strategic 
thinking ought to be in 
future multilateral 

negotiations under the WTO, keeping in view 
their long-term economic goals. 

Selected Contents: Introduction; Section I: A 
Developing Countries Perspective;  
Section II: Negotiating Options and Strategies; 
Section III: Market Access: Agriculture, 
Manufactures and Textiles; Section IV: Trade 
Facilitation and Government Procurement;  
Section V: TRIPS and GATS; Section VI: Growth, 
Poverty and Inequality

Contributors: Manmohan Agarwal, Pritam 
Banerjee, Rashmi Banga, Jagdish Bhagwati, 
Debashis Chakraborty, Pavel Chakraborty, Ramesh 
Chand, Sandwip Kumar Das, Ananya Ghosh 
Dastidar, Alan V. Deardorff, Ashok Guha, Arvind 
Panagariya, Manoj Pant, Amit Shovon Ray, Aparna 
Sawhney, Jessica Seddon Wallack, Dipankar 
Sengupta, T. N. Srinivasan, Phunchok Stobdan, 
Samar Verma

2010 978-81-250-4042-2 `2370 441 pp Hardback

Amulya Reddy    e-book

Citizen Scientist

Edited by S. Ravi Rajan, Provost of College 
Eight and tenured faculty member, Department 
of Environmental Studies, University of California, 
Santa Cruz, USA

Amulya Reddy is an iconic 
name in the world of energy 
policy and development 
alternatives. His work has 
inspired generations of 
scholars, policy analysts and 
activists, and continues to 
remain important. This 
book selects some of his 
most salient contributions 
into one easily accessible 
reader.

Contents: Editor’s Preface: Amulya Reddy, 
An Autobiography; Part I: On Technology 
Choice and Development Alternatives 1. The 
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Nature of Western Technology: Why does it 
Inevitably Produce Alienation, Unemployment 
and Environmental Damage? 2. The Shaping 
of Science and Technology in Developing 
Countries 3. Technology, Development and 
the Environment: A Re-appraisal 4. Problems 
in the Generation and Diffusion of Appropriate
Technologies 5. Lessons from ASTRA’s 
Experience of Technologies for Rural 
Development 6. Has the World Bank Greened?; 
Part II: On Energy 7. Development, Energy and 
the Environment in India: Some Critical Issues 
8. Integrated Energy Planning: The Defendus 
Methodology 9. Goals, Strategies and Policies 
for Rural Energy 10. The Design of Rural Energy 
Centres 11. The California Energy Crisis and Its 
Lessons for Power Sector Reform in India 
12. Nuclear Power: Is it Necessary or 
Economical?

2009 978-81-250-3713-2 `2065 384 pp Hardback
2013 E-ISBN: 978-81-250-5338-5

Enclosed Waters 
Property Rights, Technology and Ecology 
in the Management of Water Resources in 
Palakkad, Kerala 

Jyothi Krishnan, independent researcher on 
issues related to natural resource management and 
local governance

This book looks into the 
social and ecological factors 
that have given rise to the 
persistent problem of water 
scarcity in the paddy-
growing regions of Chittur 
taluk in Palakkad district, 
Kerala. It views water 
scarcity as an outcome of 
the existing unsustainable 
and inequitable mode of 

water resources management and distribution. 

Contents: 1. Introduction 2. Water and Paddy  
3. Water for Irrigation 4. Property Regimes and 
Rights to the Use of Land and Water 5. Pockets 
of Scarcity 6. Floating Ownership Claims 7. An 
Outline for a Water Reform

2009 978-81-250-3692-0 `1380 332 pp Paperback

Global Economic and 
Financial Crisis 
Essays from Economic and Political Weekly 

The volume puts together a 
collection of essays on a 
number of aspects of the 
global economic and 
financial crisis that were 
first published in the 
Economic and Political Weekly
in early 2009.

Contents: 1. Steering Out of the Crisis 2. The 
Economic Crisis and Contemporary Capitalism 
3. The World Crisis: Reforms to Prevent a 
Recurrence 4. Causes, Curses and Myths  
5. Must Banks Be Publicly Owned? 6. The First 
Network Crisis of the 21st Century 7. Those 
Who Forget the Regulatory Successes of the Past 
Are Condemned to Failure 8. Regulating the US 
Financial System to Avoid Another Meltdown 9. 
India amidst the Global Crisis 10. The Impact  
of the Crisis on the Indian Economy  
11. The Fate of India Unincorporated  
12. Preventing and Responding to the Crisis of 
2018 13. Understanding the Financial Crisis  
14. Profound Structural Flaws in the US Financial 
System That Helped Cause the Financial Crisis  
15. Anatomy of the Financial Crisis 16. When the 
Facts Change 17. A Crisis of Distribution  
18. The World Crisis, Capital and Labour  
19. What Is Driving Global Deflation and How 
Best to Fight It 20. The Global Meltdown

2009 978-81-250-3699-9 `1170 368 pp Paperback

India and the    e-book

Global Financial Crisis
Managing Money and Finance 

Y. V. Reddy, former Governor, Reserve Bank 
of India, and Professor Emeritus, University of 
Hyderabad

Ever since the financial crisis 
erupted in the US, there has 
been an interest in India’s 
management of a financial 
sector that has facilitated 
growth. This collection of 
essays provides insights into 
the making of public policies 
across a spectrum of areas and 
gives a close view of the 
dynamics that are played out 

behind the scenes. 

 … provides a comprehensive account of the 
events that led to the global financial crisis … and 
an Indian approach to meeting the challenges of 
contagion from the turmoil. 

—Arvind Panagariya

Selected Contents: Part I. Indian Economy: 
Review and Prospects; Part II. Financial Sector 
Reforms; Part III. Banking-Sector Reforms; Part 
IV. Monetary Policy in a Globalising World; Part 
V. Organisation and Communication Policies 
of the RBI; Part VI. Managing Capital Account 
Liberalisation; Part VII. Global Financial Imbalances 
and Crisis; Epilogue: The Global Financial Crisis and 
India

2009 978-81-250-4192-4 `1530 368 pp Paperback
E-ISBN 978-81-2505-020-9

Ageing and Development
Edited by Rob Vos, Director, Development 
Policy and Analysis Division, Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs, UN; José Antonio 
Ocampo, Professor, Professional Practice 
of International and Public Affairs, Columbia 
University, New York; and Ana Luiza Cortez, 
Chief, Secretariat of the Committee for 
Development Policy, Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs, UN

Can old people receive 
adequate pensions to live 
comfortably, and be 
empowered to play a more 
positive role in society? A 
definitive guide to the 
socio-economic impact and 
implications of ageing 
populations, this book 
provides a wealth of 
statistical evidence and 

argues that societies need to put in place the 
policies necessary to effectively confront these 
challenges, which are not insurmountable.

2008 978-81-250-3526-8 `1585 272 pp Paperback
Rights: Restricted

Eliminating Human Poverty
Macroeconomic and Social Policies for 
Equitable Growth

Santosh Mehrotra, human development 
economist with the United Nations; and Enrique 
Delamonica, economist and political scientist, a 
consultant for UNICEF and UNDP

This book focuses on the 
provision of basic social 
services, in particular, 
access to education and 
health, and water supplies 
strategy. The authors 
address the issue of how 
these basic social services 
can be financed and 
delivered more effectively 
to achieve the 
internationally agreed 

Millennium Development Goals. Their analysis 
presents the results of the broad-ranging research 
they led at UNICEF and the UNDP, investigating 
the record on basic social services of some thirty 
developing countries.

2008 978-81-250-3386-8 `2040 448 pp Paperback
Rights: Restricted
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Industrial Development  
for the 21st Century 
Edited by David O’Connor, Chief of the Policy 
Integration and Analysis Branch, Department for 
Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), UN; and 
Monica Kjöllerström, Sustainable Development 
Affairs Officer, DESA, UN

Industrial development has 
been central to the process 
of structural transformation 
that characterises economic 
development. This book 
examines the new 
challenges and opportunities 
arising from globalisation, 
technological change and 
new international trade 
rules as well as emerging 

global environmental challenges.

2008 978-81-250-3398-1 `2010 448 pp Paperback
Rights: Restricted

Uneven Economic 
Development
Edited by José Antonio Ocampo, Professor, 
Professional Practice of International and Public 
Affairs, Columbia University, New York; and  
Rob Vos, Director of the Development Policy and 
Analysis Division, Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs, UN 

In this volume, leading 
economists and 
development experts 
examine the causes and 
implications of international 
economic divergences. They 
review economic growth 
and structural change 
patterns since the 1960s, 
before critically reviewing 
the respective roles and 

impact of trade liberalisation, macroeconomic 
policies, governance and institutions on 
comparative national economic performance, 
particularly in developing countries.

2008 978-81-250-3525-1 `950 240 pp Paperback 
Rights: Restricted

Food for Beginners
SERIES: FOR BEGINNERS

Susan George, President, Transnational Institute, 
Amsterdam, and political economist
Illustrated by Nigel Paige

This is not a cookbook. It contains food for 
thought and the recipes of power over millions 
who live under the constant threat of famine. Most 
are food producing peasants in the Third World. 
The baffling question is: Why are so many 

food producers, rather than 
we, their consumer, the 
first to go hungry? Food for 
Beginners takes a cold, clear 
look at the facts and myths 
of food production, and 
provides answers. 

2007 978-81-250-3197-0 `825 176 pp Paperback 
Rights: Restricted

Hyderabad 
The Social Context of Industrialisation 

C. V. Subba Rao, Department of Economics, 
University of Delhi

The book is an economic 
history of the Indian 
princely state of Hyderabad 
through the late colonial era 
up to 1948. The study 
brings to life a region and its 
people, and while doing so, 
it grapples with the social 
paradigms and their bearing 
on the region under 
discussion.

2007 978-81-250-3260-1 `695 240 pp Hardback

Policy Matters
Economic and Social Policies to Sustain 
Equitable Development

Edited by José Antonio Ocampo, Professor, 
Professional Practice of International and Public 
Affairs, Columbia University, New York;  
K. S. Jomo, Assistant Secretary General 
for Economic Development, Department of 
Economics and Social Affairs (DESA), UN; and 
Sarbuland Khan, former Director, Economic 
and Social Council Support and Coordination, 
DESA, UN

In 2000, UN member states 
pledged to halve world 
poverty by 2015, among 
other Millennium 
Development Goals. But 
progress has been elusive. 
The contributions in this 
volume address disparate 
problems in achieving the 
UN Development Agenda. 
The unifying theme is one 
of economic and social 

integration, and an emphasis on long-term 
investments in education, health and 
infrastructure.

2007 978-81-250-3064-5 `2065 368 pp Paperback
Rights: Restricted

Science and Citizens
Globalisation and the Challenge of 
Engagement

Edited by Melissa Leach, Ian Scoones, 
Professorial Fellows, Institute of Development 
Studies, Sussex, UK; and Bryan Wynne, 
Lancaster University, UK

This book is a collection of 
essays with case studies 
from around the world, 
representing a range of 
experiences and diverse 
analytical traditions. The 
authors discuss the relations 
between science, 
technology and 
development in the context 
of citizenship. They also 

consider how knowledge is framed and why justice 
and democracy are essential in a time of rapid 
advances in the sciences. 

2007 978-81-250-2940-3 `1290 304 pp Paperback 
Rights: Restricted

Incorporating Groundwater 
Irrigation 
Technology Dynamics and Conjunctive 
Water Management in the Nepal Terai 

SERIES: WAGENINGEN UNIVERSITY WATER

RESOURCES

Suman Rimal Gautam, agricultural engineer 
who has worked with the government and 
international non-governmental organisations in 
Nepal

Groundwater development 
for irrigation using deep as 
well as shallow tubewells 
has been a key focus in rural 
development strategies in 
the terai of Nepal for nearly 
three decades. This volume 
focuses on the little 
researched subject of how 
groundwater is used alone 
or in conjunction with other 

sources of water for irrigation, and the 
transformations in governance and production that 
these technology choices relate with.

2006 978-81-250-2992-2 `250 252 pp Paperback
Rights: Restricted
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International Finance and 
Development 
Edited by José Antonio Ocampo, Professor, 
Professional Practice of International and Public 
Affairs, Columbia University, New York; Jan 
Kregel, former Chief of the Policy Analysis and 
Development Branch, Financing for Development 
Office, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 
UN; and Stephany Griffith-Jones, Professorial 
Fellow, Institute of Development Studies, 
University of Sussex, UK

The book offers a 
comprehensive survey of 
the major financing issues 
influencing economic 
development since the 
historic Monterrey 
Consensus of the 
International Conference on 
Financing for Development 
in 2002. It highlights new 
concerns in ensuring that 

the international monetary and financial system 
serves economic growth and development better 
throughout the world, especially in the developing 
countries.

2006 978-81-250-3065-2 `1495 224 pp Paperback
Rights: Restricted

Cambridge Economic History of 
India, The
Volume 2: c.1757–2003 (New Edition)
Edited by Dharma Kumar

2005 978-81-250-2731-7 `1860 1115 pp Paperback
Rights: Restricted

Development, Displacement and 
Disparity 
India in the Last Quarter of the Twentieth 
Century
Edited by Nirmala Banerjee and Sugata Marjit

2005 978-81-250-2844-4 `1890 317 pp Hardback

Famine of 1896–1897 in Bengal, 
The
Availability or Entitlement Crisis?
Malabika Chakrabarti

2004 978-81-250-2389-0 `795 552 pp Hardback

Colonial Economy in the Great 
Depression, A
Madras (1929–1937)
K. A. Manikumar

2003 978-81-250-2456-9 `595 240 pp Hardback

Global Political Economy
Understanding the International Economic Order
Robert Gilpin, Eisenhower Professor of Public and 
International Affairs Emeritus at Princeton University

2003 978-81-250-2306-7 `1175 435 pp Paperback
Rights: Restricted

Introduction to Textbook
Development and 
Regional Planning, An
With Special Reference to India
Jayasri Ray Chaudhuri, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Geography, Lady Brabourne College, 
Calcutta

2001 978-81-250-1880-3 `415 492 pp Hardback

Power Play
A Study of the Enron Project
Abhay Mehta

2000 978-81-250-1745-5 `325 242 pp Paperback

Colonialism in Action 
Trade, Development and Dependence in Late 
Colonial India
Debdas Banerjee

1999 978-81-250-1697-7 `350 247 pp Paperback

PERMANENT BLACK

India’s Economy from Nehru 
to Modi
A Brief History

Pulapre Balakrishnan, Professor of Economics, 
Ashoka University, Sonipat, and Senior Fellow, 
Indian Institute of Management, Kozhikode

How has India’s economy 
fared over the first 70 years 
of independence? More 
specifically, how has India’s 
economic journey impacted 
the life of the Indian citizen? 
These are the core issues 
addressed within this concise 
book.

The country, says Pulapre 
Balakrishnan, has undoubtedly progressed. It is 
now self-sufficient in food, industrially capable, 
and globally recognised for its software services. 
Yet, while India has ended famine, it has neither 
eliminated poverty nor reduced inequality of 
opportunity. The author argues that an economy 
focused largely on growth instead of equally 
on well-being ignores a founding premise of the 
Indian republic.

2022 978-81-7824-657-4 `895 272 pp Hardback
2023 978-81-7824-667-3 `695 272 pp Paperback

Sense and           e-book

Solidarity 
Jholawala Economics for Everyone

Jean Drèze has made wide-ranging contributions 
to development economics, with special 
reference to India. He has taught at the London 
School of Economics and Political Science, and 
the Delhi School of Economics, and is currently 
Visiting Professor at Ranchi University.
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“Jean Drèze is one of the world’s finest development 
economists. He works in a space that is widely but 

incorrectly ignored by most. The practical implications 
of evidence-based economics cannot be worked through 
without engaging all of society in democratic discussion, 
including (especially) those who are working for change. 

Economics itself fails without that engagement. In 
this collection of beautiful essays, some previously 

unpublished, Drèze uses economics, philosophy, and his 
extensive practical experience to illuminate the whole 

range of social policy in India. Read on!” 

ANGUS DEATON

Nobel Laureate, Economic Sciences, 2015

Jacket: A child labourer lugs his jhola past a school 
in Sangam Vihar (New Delhi), 2005. 

Photo courtesy Sohail Akbar.

JEAN DRÈZE studied Mathematical Economics 

at the University of Essex and did his 

PhD (Economics) at the Indian Statistical 

Institute. He has taught at the London 

School of Economics and the Delhi School 

of Economics, and is currently Visiting 

Professor at Ranchi University. He has made 

wide-ranging contributions to development 

economics, with special reference to India. 

He is co-author (with Amartya Sen) of 

Hunger and Public Action (1989) and An 

Uncertain Glory: India and Its Contradictions 

(2013). He is also one of the co-authors of 

the Public Report on Basic Education in 

India, known as the PROBE Report. Drèze 

is active in various campaigns for social and 

economic rights as well as in the world-wide 

movement for peace and disarmament. 

Since 2002, when he became an Indian 

citizen, he has lived and worked in India.

©
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y Jean Drèze has a rare and distinctive 

understanding of the Indian economy 

and its relationship with the social life of 

ordinary people. He has travelled widely 

in rural India and done fieldwork of a kind 

that few economists have attempted. 

This has enabled him to make invaluable 

contributions not only to public debates on 

economic and social policy but also to our 

knowledge of the actual state of the country. 

Drèze’s insights on India’s “unfashionable” 

issues – hunger, poverty, inequality, 

corruption, and conflict – are all on display 

here and offer a unique perspective on the 

evolution of social policy over roughly the 

past two decades. Historic legislations and 

initiatives of the period, relating for instance 

to the right to food and the right to work, 

are all scrutinised and explained, as are 

the fierce debates that often accompanied 

them.

“Jholawala” has become a disparaging term 

for activists in the business media. This book 

affirms the learning value of collective action 

combined with sound economic analysis. In 

his detailed Introduction, Drèze persuasively 

argues for an approach to development 

economics where research and action 

become inseparably interconnected.

This is a book as much for economists as for 

every reading citizen.

Jean Drèze has a rare and 
distinctive understanding of 
the Indian economy and its 
relationship with the social 
life of ordinary people. His 
insights on India’s 
‘unfashionable’ issues – 
hunger, poverty, inequality, 
corruption and conflict – are 
all on display here and offer 
a unique perspective on the 
evolution of social policy 

over roughly the past two decades. Historic 
legislations and initiatives of the period, relating for 
instance to the right to food and the right to work, 
are all scrutinised and explained, as are the fierce 
debates that often accompanied them. ‘Jholawala’ 
has become a disparaging term for activists in the 
business media. This book affirms the learning 
value of collective action combined with sound 
economic analysis. This is a book as much for 
economists as for every reading citizen.

 In this collection of beautiful essays, some 
previously unpublished, Drèze uses economics, 
philosophy, and his extensive practical experience 
to illuminate the whole range of social policy in 
India. Read on! 

—Angus Deaton, Nobel Laureate,  
Economic Sciences, 2015

2019 978-81-7824-523-2 `595 354 pp Paperback
2017 978-81-7824-521-8 `795 354 pp Hardback
2019 E-ISBN: 978-81-7824-573-7

Creating Capabilities
The Human Development Approach

Martha C. Nussbaum, Ernst Freund 
Distinguished Service Professor of Law and Ethics 
at the University of Chicago, USA

Martha Nussbaum argues 
that our dominant theories 
of development have given 
us policies that ignore our 
most basic human needs for 
dignity and self-respect. For 
the past twenty-five years, 
Nussbaum has been working 
on an alternative model to 
assess human development: 
the Capabilities Approach. 

She and her colleagues begin with the simplest of 
questions: What is each person actually able to do 
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and to be? What real opportunities are available to 
them? Creating Capabilities affords anyone interested 
in issues of human development a wonderfully lucid 
account of the structure and practical implications 
of this alternative model.

  A remarkably lucid and scintillating account of 
the human development approach seen from the 
perspective of one of its major architects. 

—Amartya Sen, 
Nobel Laureate, Economic Sciences, 1998

2011 978-81-7824-329-0 `695 256 pp Hardback
Rights: Restricted

Retreat of Democracy, The 
And Other Itinerant Essays on 
Globalization, Economics, and India

Kaushik Basu, Professor of Economics, Cornell 
University, Ithaca, USA

This accessible and 
stimulating book on some of 
the major issues of our time 
is marked by literary 
elegance. It contains a 
selection of the author’s 
best journalistic writings 
since the late 1990s. These 
argue that while economic 
globalization is occurring at 
breakneck speed and offers 

benefits, political globalization has been slow. 
Apart from serious essays on major economists 
such as Amartya Sen and Joseph Stiglitz are essays 
on everyday encounters with Indian bureaucracy.

2011 978-81-7824-326-9 `595 290 pp Paperback
Rights: Restricted

Portfolios of the Poor
How the World’s Poor Live on $2 a Day

Daryl Collins, Senior Associate, Bankable 
Frontier Associates, Boston; Jonathan Morduch, 
Professor, Public Policy and Economics, New York 
University; Stuart Rutherford, Founder, SafeSave; 
and Orlanda Ruthven, University of Oxford

This book tackles the 
fundamental question of 
how the poor make ends 
meet. Over 250 families in 
Bangladesh, India, and 
South Africa participated 
in this unprecedented 
study of the financial 
practices of the world’s 
poor. Many poor people 
have surprisingly 

sophisticated financial lives, saving and 
borrowing, and creating ‘financial portfolios’ of 
formal and informal tools.

2010 978-81-7824-289-7 `595 294 pp Paperback
Rights: Restricted

India’s New   e-book

Capitalists
Caste, Business, and Industry in a Modern 
Nation

Harish Damodaran, Senior Assistant Editor, The 
Hindu Business Line

Business in India was 
traditionally the preserve 
of certain ‘bania’ 
communities clubbed under 
the Vaishya order. More 
recently, India’s commercial 
ethos has changed 
massively with the entry of 
businessmen from the 
ranks of Brahmins, Khatris 

and other castes such as Kammas, Naidus, 
Reddys, Rajus, Gounders, Nadars, Ezhavas, 
Patidars, Marathas and Ramgarhias. In tracing the 
modern-day evolution of business communities in 
India, this book is the first social history to 
document and understand India’s new 
entrepreneurial groups. 

 Damodaran’s book makes a seminal contribution 
to understanding the link between diverse 
entrepreneurial capital and the development of 
societies.... 

—Nandan Nilekani

2009 978-81-7824-258-3 `695 366 pp Paperback 
Rights: Restricted 
2013 E-ISBN: 978-81-7824-426-6

Lost Worlds   e-book

Indian Labour and its Forgotten Histories 

Chitra Joshi, Professor, Department of History, 
Indraprastha College, University of Delhi

This book takes the present 
context of globalisation and 
the decline of large-scale 
industry as its entry point 
into the worlds of labour in 
the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries. 
Using a wide range of oral 
and archival sources as well 
as popular literature, the 
author reconstructs 

working-class lives, exploring their everyday 
worlds at the workplace and within community life 
outside, as well as their moments of conflict and 
struggle. 

2006 978-81-7824-169-2 `595 376 pp Paperback 
Rights: Restricted 
2013 E-ISBN: 978-81-7824-430-3

SOCIAL SCIENCE 
PRESS

Tamil Brahmans
The Making of a Middle-Class Caste 

C. J. Fuller, Emeritus Professor of Anthropology 
at the London School of Economics and Political 
Science; and Haripriya Narasimhan, Assistant 
Professor of Social Anthropology and Sociology at 
the Indian Institute of Technology, Hyderabad

In the twenty-first century, 
Indians have acquired a new 
global visibility, of rapid 
economic advancement and, 
in the information 
technology industry, 
spectacular prowess. In this 
book, the authors examine 
one particularly striking 
group: Tamil Brahmans—a 
formerly traditional, rural, 
high-caste elite who have 

transformed themselves into a new middle-class 
caste in India, the US, and elsewhere.

Contents:  Introduction 1. The Village: Caste, 
Land, and Emigration to the City 2. Education and 
Employment in the Colonial Period 3. Education 
and Employment after Independence  4. The 
Changing Position of Women 5. Urban Ways 
of Life 6. Religion, Music, and Dance 7. Tamil 
Brahmans as a Middle-Class Caste.

2015 978-93-8316-606-0 `750 288 pp Hardback
Rights: Restricted  

Persistence of Poverty  
in India 
Edited by Nandini Gooptu, Head of the 
Department of International Development at 
Oxford University; and Jonathan Parry, Emeritus 
Professor of Anthropology at the London School 
of Economics and Political Science

What distinguishes Persistence 
of Poverty from most other 
poverty studies is the way in 
which it conceptualises the 
problem and the variety of 
alternative analytical 
perspectives and its fresh 
insights into poverty, which 
are key to addressing the 
problem. In looking at the 
day to day lived realities of 
the poor, the volume  points 

out that in order to understand poverty one must 
take into account the wider system of class and 
power relations in which it is rooted. It suggests that 
’democracy in India may be as big a part of the 
problem as it is of the solution’.    
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Selected Contents: Part I. Identifying the Poor; 
Part II. Targeting the Poor; Part III. Empowering 
the Poor; Part IV. Controlling the Poor; Part V. 
Improving the Lot of the Poor? 

Contributors: Venkatesh B. Athreya, Dwaipayan 
Bhattacharyya, Goran Djurfeldt, Julia Eckert, 
Peggy Froerer, Nandini Gooptu, Dipankar Gupta, 
Barbara Harriss-White, Himanshu, Surinder S. 
Jodhka, Staffan Lindberg, Jos Mooij, Jonathan Parry, 
David Picherit, A. Rajagopal, Indrajit Roy, Arild 
Ruud, Kunal Sen, Penny Vera-Sanso, R. Vidyasagar 

2014 978-93-8316-604-6 `745 446 pp Hardback

Enigma of the Kerala 
Woman, The
A Failed Promise of Literacy

Edited by Swapna Mukhopadhyay, former 
Professor of Economics, Institute of Economic 
Growth, and former Director, Institute of Social 
Studies Trust, New Delhi

This book consists of 
multi-disciplinary research 
carried out on various 
aspects of gender relations in 
Kerala by scholars from a 
range of social science 
disciplines under the Gender 
Network, a regional network 
of researchers investigating 
the phenomenon of gender 
under varied social and 

economic settings. The first section is devoted to 
case studies of women from the area of research and 
the second to photographs of Kerala women in 
various social settings with detailed anthropological 
captions. The book has a rich body of data which 
provides comparative figures relating to development 
indices for Kerala in relation to some other states, as 
well as India as a whole.

2011 978-81-8735-844-2 `295 203 pp Paperback 
Rights: Restricted

Marriage, Love, Caste and 
Kinship Support 
Lived Experiences of the Urban Poor in India

Shalini Grover, Assistant Professorial Research 
Fellow, International Inequalities Institute, London 
School of Economics and Political Science

 With fascinating case 
studies and detailed 
ethnographic material, 
Shalini Grover enriches our 
understanding of how poor 
urban women in Delhi 
negotiate their married 
lives, move in and out of 
relationships, and mobilise 
support from their kin or 
from women-led informal 

courts. Using her data to argue robustly against 
the many unfounded presumptions about gender 
politics, love, marriages, intimacy and married 
women’s relationships with their families of 
origin, she makes important interventions into 
wider debates about gender, marriage and 
kinship. 

—Patricia Jeffery, University of Edinburgh 

Contents: 1. Mapping the Debate on Marriage 
2. Revisiting Arranged Marriages: Marital Roles, 
Conflict and Kinship Support 3. Courtships and Love 
Marriages 4. Secondary Unions and Other Conjugal 
Arrangements 5. Informal Dispute Settlement: The 
Mahila Panchayats 6. Towards the Democratization 
of Marriage and Relationships 

2011 978-81-8735-856-5 `595 256 pp Hardback
Rights: Restricted

Regulation, Institutions and 
the Law
Edited by Jaivir Singh, Centre for the Study of 
Law and Governance, Jawaharlal Nehru University, 
New Delhi

The twelve papers in the 
book try to understand the 
context within which 
regulation has unfolded in 
India, which is different in 
many ways from the West. 
The volume dwells on how 
these regulatory issues flow 
across national boundaries 
and affect the international 
arena in this age of 
globalisation.

2007 978-81-8735-828-2 `595 256 pp Hardback
Rights: Restricted

Social and Economic Profile 
of India
Peeyush Bajpai, author of several studies on 
Indian economic geography; Laveesh Bhandari, 
President and Senior Fellow, Centre for Social and 
Economic Progress (CSEP), New Delhi; and Aali 
Sinha, researcher, Indicus Analytics, New Delhi.

The only book of its kind 
on India’s economic 
geography, it tells us what 
the country has achieved 
since 1991. Using state-of-
the-art data and analysis 
that combine strong GIS 
systems and spatial 
databases, and 84 colour-
coded maps, it presents a 

holistic picture of Indian socio-economic 
conditions in a reader-friendly way.

2005 978-81-8735-816-9 `1495 185 pp Hardback
Rights: Restricted

WTO Agreement and Indian 
Agriculture
Edited by Anawarul Hoda, former Deputy 
Director-General WTO, and Professor, ICRIER, New 
Delhi

In India the WTO Agreement 
has been dogged by 
controversy. This volume 
attempts to capture this 
debate, making it 
comprehensible to the 
interested reader while 
placing a wealth of data 
before the expert.

2002 978-81-8735-807-7 `660 235 pp Hardback
Rights: Restricted
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