
The translation: 

The COVID pandemic has shown the way for 

bringing about all-encompassing and enduring 

changes the world over. It may be said that our 

past, present, and future have coalesced in these 

times. The uncertainty brought on by this unknown 

enemy—with death as a very likely outcome—has 

had everyone in a state of great anxiety. This 

anxiety has upended everyone’s lives,  thoughts, 

and actions. Ramin Jahanbegloo's book titled 'The 

Courage to Exist: A Philosophy of Life and Death 

in the Age of Coronavirus' offers a different 

perspective on this defining juncture in our history.

Initially, the unexpected pandemic was viewed 

with a sense of shock; finding the means to combat 

it and making the right decision was no easy task. 

That the pandemic is not a one-off phenomenon 

but rather, part of a periodic wave (with more 

pandemics to follow), is also seen now as a 

possibility. The author proposes that we humans 

must get ready to face this contingency with a new, 

altered mindset. There is a need for the emergence 

of a new moral sense for humanity—one that sees 

all humans as truly equal. This book opens up us to 

this fact.


